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Raksha Bandhan is a festival that celebrates the special and pious bond shared 
by siblings. Signifi cance of this festival lies in its name, which means ‘Bond of 
Protection’. It serves as a symbol of their love, togetherness, and confi dence in 
each other. Similar is a bond that we share with our pets. The eternal connection 
that we share with animals is too deep to be described in words. They enrich our 
lives with joy, affection and humour, and are always there for us no matter what, 
just the way our siblings do! On the occasion of Rakhi, our Editor Priyanka Kaushal 
writes about this beautiful human-animal bonding and explains as to how they 
coexist while playing vital roles in each other’s lives.

We all have a philanthropic side that we like to reveal in our own different ways. 
Nothing could be more joyous and delightful than the fact that we can satisfy our 
altruistic desires by making use of our skills. Yes, this is true! One of the world’s 
top pet photographers, Prathima Pingali shares with us her experience how she 
utilized her photography skills in getting eight stray puppies adopted. She also 
narrates her heartwarming and inspiring initiative taken to help an NGO with her 
Indie Calendar 2020. When it comes to fl aunt one’s skills, our super talented pet of 
the month ‘Theodore’ is not any less! You’ll be thrilled to learn about his counting 
and painting skills! In addition to this, Industry speak section brings to you an 
inspiring journey of innovative venture, Papa Pawsome, striving to make its mark 
in the Indian Pet Industry.

The Feline Club of India organized India’s fi rst live Virtual Cat Show in 
commemoration of the World Cat Day 2020. This edition carries a 
synopsis on how the Virtual Cat Show raised awareness about our 
feline friends.

We also feature many interesting and engaging articles on 
birdwatching, rules for feeding strays and keeping pets, house 
soiling in cats, raw diet for pets, socialization of pets, and vegan 
pet treats in this edition.

Happy Reading!
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A PET HEALTH GUIDE
MAINTAINING PET HEALTH DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

TOGETHER, WE ARE THE HEALTH GUARDIANS
OF OUR PETS

We all want to provide the very best health for ourselves, 
our families, and our pets. In these extraordinary 
circumstances, it is important to keep good health 
practices top of mind.

In an effort to help you, here is practical information to 
foster the health and well-being of your cats and dogs,
now and always.  

IMPORTANT TO KNOW

Human Coronaviruses belong to a family of viruses called 
Coronaviridae. Coronaviruses tend to be species specific.

This means it’s ok to continue to love your pets as always. 
There is no evidence showing that pets can be a source 
of infection to other animals or humans. There is also no 
evidence that humans can infect their pets*.

HEALTHY AND HAPPY TOGETHER

Scientific evidence demonstrates that pets can provide 
tangible health benefits - physical and emotional – 
to their owners. Pets can help us cope during these 
times.** 

Studies have also shown that animals can act as ‘stress 
buffers’.  They often ease the distress associated with 
anxiety-provoking experiences, and help decrease our 
perception of physical and emotional pain.**

*     Source: World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the World Health Organization (WHO)  and the World Small Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA)
**   Source:  Waltham Human Animal Interaction Playbook

ACTIONS TO TAKE

Keep clean water available for 
your pets at all times.

Ensure that each pet receives 
the nutrition that its health 
needs (this is especially so 
for pets that have a special 
veterinary diet).  Please ensure 
you have sufficient quantity 
on hand and contact your 
pet nutrition supplier with 
any questions about product 
availability.

As you and your family spend more 
time at home, it is important that 
each pet receives the exercise it 
needs. Find new ways to play inside 
– feeding puzzles and indoor toys 
can help stimulate your pet’s mind 
and exercise its body. 

Make sure your dog is sufficiently 
walked outside, following 
government’s guidelines. When 
walking your dog, practice ‘social 
distancing’ with other people and 
animals. 

Contact your veterinarian if 
you have any concerns for 
the health of your pets. 

If you need to be separated 
from your pet for a period 
of time, make plans for its 
ongoing safety and care.  

Always practice good 
hygiene and proper hand 
washing when handling 
pets.

i i

i

i

i

i
i
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Animal Welfare Group Aims to Reunite 
Missing Pets after Beirut Explosion

Scientists Share New 
Theory to Convert a Dog’s 
Age to Human Years

Four-Legged Salesman 
Greets Guests at Hyundai 
Showroom in Brazil

An animal welfare organization has taken up a mission of reuniting 
missing pets with their owners after the deadly Beirut explosion. Non-

profi t Animals Lebanon is helping to fi nd and treat animals affected by the 
blast in which at least 100 people died and about 4,000 of them got injured.

While speaking to Yahoo News, executive director at Animals Lebanon, Jason 
Mier stated that the goal is to fi nd missing pets and reunite them with their 
owners. Until now, they have found owners of at least 20 dogs and cats. The 
blast damaged the organization’s offi ce, injuring several cats present in the 
centre. There are about 40 people out there looking out for missing pets, 
working in teams of two and three.

A Hyundai showroom in the 
Brazilian town of Serra is home 

to also possibly the company’s 
most popular employee. Only this 
one has four legs, wears a light-
brown (natural) fur coat and just 
got promoted to car salesman and 
ambassador. As does every employee, 
he has an ID card that proudly bears 
his name: Tucson Prime!

The canine was fi rst seen hovering 
around the car showroom. He was 

Researchers at the University of 
California (UC) San Diego School of 
Medicine have mapped methylation 
changes in the genomes of Labrador 
retriever dogs to create an ‘epigenetic 
clock’ that effectively throws out 
of the window the old maxim that 
multiplying your dog’s age by seven 
gives you their age in ‘human years’.

They have now come up with a new 
formula to calculate your dog’s age. 
This new formula was implemented 
since July 2.

So the calculation goes as follows: 

Take your dog’s current age and 
multiply the number by 16. After 
which you take the sum of the 
answer and 31 which gives you the 
dog’s age in human years. As animals 
grow older, small chemical tags 
known as methyl groups get added 
and removed from their DNA. These 
changes are tracked at different 
stages of growth and are used to 
determine the biological age.

The study was conducted only on 
fawn coloured Labrador retrievers. 
However, as the life spans of other 
breeds vary, a study is yet to be 
conducted to fi gure out the age of 
every dog.

promoted as a 
car salesman 
soon after 
being adopted 
by Hyundai 
this year. 
According to a 
report by news 
website World 
of Buzz, the 
s h o w r o o m ’s 
e m p l o y e e s 
pitched in to 

have Tucson de-wormed, vaccinated, 
and regularly showered. Soon 
enough, he became a permanent 
employee at the showroom, while 
doubling up as its mascot too!

www.creature-companions.inNEWS INTERNATIONAL
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WSAVA World 
Congress 2020 
Postponed to 2021

Pedigree Covers Dog Adoption Fees 
Through Loyalty Program

TROPICBD Rebrands and Unveils 
New Pet Calming Products

Green Coast Pet Drops CBD Oil Prices, Introduces 
New Hemp Oil for Dogs

WSAVA World Congress 2020 had 
been due to be held in Warsaw, 
Poland, from 23rd to 26th September 
in partnership with the Federation 
of Companion Animal Veterinary 
Associations (FECAVA) and Polish 
Small Animal Veterinary Association 
(PSAVA). It has become the latest live 
event to fall victim to coronavirus 
after organizers announced its 
postponement. World Congress 2020 
will now be held from 21st to 24th 
March 2021, with the association’s 
2021 congress going ahead as 
planned in Hyderabad, India, from 
13th to 16th September.

As communicated by company 
offi cials, the Pedigree brand is 
introducing ‘One True Loyalty 
Program’, a loyalty program that 
provides ‘genuine loyalty in the 
form of a furry best friend’. To help 
encourage more adoptions, the 
brand will cover the adoption fees 
for new pet owners who adopt a dog 
and purchase two bags of Pedigree 
dog food. This began on August 1 and will run through October 31. The brand, 
which is part of Mars Petcare, and its charitable organization, Pedigree 
Foundation, has a long-standing mission of ending pet homelessness. 

TROPICBD, a Prospect Heights, Ill.-
based manufacturer of natural, 
hemp-derived pet products, will 
be operating under a new name: 
mount ara. Along with this change, 
mount ara will now be expanding its 
natural product lines and offering 
both cannabidiol (CBD) and non-CBD 
products. 

As reported by company offi cials, Green Coast Pet, a Pasadena, Calif.-based 
manufacturer of pet cannabidiol (CBD) products, has signifi cantly decreased 
the price on each of the Broad Spectrum Hemp Oils made from USA Sourced 
USDA Certifi ed Organic Hemp in the company’s current lineup. 

The line includes 100 mg for Dogs, 100 mg for Cats, 250 mg for Dogs, 500 mg 
for Dogs, 2000 mg for Horses, and 2000 mg for Large Breed Dogs. In addition to 
this, Green Coast Pet has also launched a new 1000 mg Broad Spectrum Hemp 
Oil for dogs priced at $30 (wholesale), $74.99 (manufacturer suggested retail 
price) MSRP and $59.99 (minimum advertised price).

On this occasion 
Barbara Seferian, 
CEO of mount ara 
conveyed, “We are 
very excited about our new company 
name, mount ara because it better 
represents our mission to make 
honest, natural calming products 
attainable for all.”

NEWS INTERNATIONAL
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Purina Tackles Signifi cant Environmental Goal

Royal Canin Partners 
with Hannah Shaw to 
Educate Cat Owners

Pure and Natural Pet 
Earns Recognition for 
Pet Products

Purina has reached the company’s 2020 goal to achieve zero waste for disposal 
across all manufacturing operations and its corporate headquarters. Achieving 
zero waste for disposal means that all of 21 Purina’s manufacturing sites and 
its St. Louis headquarters have found ways to derive benefi ts from materials 
that would have otherwise been discarded. All locations now recycle, reuse, 
recover or compost waste from daily operations. In certain cases, locations 
also may utilize destinations that convert waste to energy to generate power. 

Purina is working towards a global ambition for zero environmental impact in 
its operations by 2030, and achieving zero waste is a signifi cant step in that 
journey. Purina is also committed to sourcing ingredients responsibly, caring 
for water, making the packaging for all of its pet care products 100 percent 
recyclable or reusable by 2025, and acting on climate change with a goal of 
achieving 100 percent renewable electricity at all of its sites. 

In order to keep members of the cat 
community curious and educated 
about their cats’ health and well-
being, Royal Canin, a St. Charles, Mo.-
based dog and cat food manufacturer 
nutrition, is continuing its popular 
Catology series with a new 
instalment: Catology Presents Kitten 
Lady and Friends, hosted by kitten 
advocate, Kitten Lady Hannah Shaw. 
During each episode, she will be 
joined by experts and heroes in the 
cat rescue and veterinary world.

Pure and Natural Pet was recently 
recognized for its products. This 
Norwalk, Conn.-based company 
received the International Lux 
Award from Lux magazine for 
‘Best All-Natural Pet Wellness 
Products Provider—USA’. The Lux 
Award encompasses more than 
170 countries and recognizes 
companies ‘who help the pet 
industry see exponential growth 
and strive to produce products 
that benefi t the health and well-
being of man’s best friend’. This 
is the third time that Pure and 
Natural Pet has been recognized 
by Lux magazine. 

It was also honoured with a ‘Hot 
Diggity Award’ for the new Stain 
& Odour Eliminator spray that 
allows owners to quickly tackle 
tough pet stains and odours, 
with an all-natural, nontoxic, 
and environmentally safe spray. 
The spray eliminates stains and 
fi ghts odours at the molecular 
level, eliminating problematic 
pet smells on hard or soft 
surfaces.

Anthony Wild, cat acceleration 
director of Royal Canin USA said that 
Royal Canin and Hannah Shaw are 
bringing this exciting cat education 
series to consumers across the 
country in hopes that more pet 
owners will keep feline health, 
wellness, and nutrition at the top of 
their minds.

www.creature-companions.in
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PSC Campaign Aims to Drive 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in 
the Pet Industry

Brandon McMillan Hosts MasterClass 
on Dog Training 

The Pet Sustainability Coalition, a nonprofi t 
organization that accelerates sustainability in the 

pet industry, has partnered with the technology platform 
WeSpire to create a 30-day Challenge to drive a more 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive (DEI) pet industry. The 

As per reports, Brandon McMillan, an Emmy Award-
winning master animal trainer, will teach a MasterClass 
on dog training. MasterClass is a streaming platform 
that makes it possible for anyone to learn from world-
renowned instructors. Through a series of easy-to-follow 
techniques, MasterClass members and their dogs will 
learn how to confi dently master obedience and house 
training skills while building trust, executing common 
commands and fi xing bad habits.

McMillan’s MasterClass is now available at MasterClass.
com. Members can subscribe for unlimited access to all 
new and existing 85-plus classes through the All-Access 
Pass, which gives them access to every MasterClass and 
new ones as they launch. 

NEWS INTERNATIONAL

Challenge, which will run during the month of September, 
aims to inspire 1,000 small actions that lay the groundwork 
for long-term improvement. 

Businessmen in the pet industry, who participate in this 
Challenge, will join the WeSpire platform as an individual, 
and then join their company team. Each participant will 
then choose small, brief actions to foster awareness and 
action around diversity, equity, and inclusion. Ways to 
take action include topics like allyship, diversity, anti-
racism, and inclusivity. When the Challenge expires in 
October, the Pet Sustainability Coalition will report on 
the industry’s improvement and continue to serve as 
a resource for the industry by offering access to vetted 
DEI specialists, tools, project support, and education 
throughout the year. 

The classes can be accessed on the go with mobile apps 
or with Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV, and Roku 
devices. 
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Animal Lovers Make Refl ectors for 
Strays in Dehradun

17-Year-Old’s 
Initiative ‘Teens for 
Tails’ Feeds Stray 
Animals

Nagaland Bans Dog Meat Trade

Animal lovers in Dehradun have 
come together to save strays 

from road accidents at night. The 
group has pooled some money and 
made refl ective collars at home to 
put on stray animals. This group has 
been supplying these collars all over 
the country and is still taking orders 
via social media platforms.

This initiative was undertaken by 
Mugdha Khatri, a 21-year-old girl. She 
stitches collars at home with the help 

‘Teens for Tails’ is a social 
start-up that has been 

brought together by a community 
of teenagers who work towards 
feeding stray animals. Its 
founder, Rajveer Bansal, aged 
17 years, has always been fond 
of animals. The social initiative 
has around 86 volunteers 
spread across various cities 
in the country which include 
Chandigarh, Delhi, Dalhousie, 
Ahmedabad, and Gurgaon among 
others. Rajveer also intends on 
building a platform where all the 
generated profi t will be donated 
to this cause.

Taking a cue from neighbouring 
Mizoram, the Nagaland government 
has banned the trade and 
consumption of dog meat. State 
Chief Secretary Temjen Toy stated in 
his tweet, “The State Government has 
decided to ban commercial import 
and trading of dogs and dog markets 
and also the sale of dog meat, both 
cooked and uncooked. Appreciate 
the wise decision taken by the State’s 
Cabinet.”

of her friend Iram Naaz, who is also 
an animal lover. As they both are not 
earning at the moment, they decided 
to seek fi nancial aid from others via 
social media.

The others in the group who came 
forward to help them fi nancially are 
Mayank Maithani, Inderjit, and Vidhi. 
The funds were used to buy refl ective 
tapes and buckles, these collars and 
the collars are put on dogs, mules 
and cows on the road.

The Mizoram government had also 
recently taken steps to check the 
open slaughtering of dogs in the 
state and in March, the Mizoram 
Assembly unanimously passed 
the Animal Slaughter Bill 2020. 
Humane Society International/
India (HIS/INDIA) said in a 
statement that Mizoram is the fi rst 
state in northeast India that has 
taken a step towards ending its dog 
meat trade, by amending the law to 
remove dogs from the defi nition of 
animals suitable for slaughter.

NEWS NATIONAL www.creature-companions.in
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With Owners Fighting Covid, Animal 
Rights Activists Foster Pets 

Edible rakhis for your 
puppy bro in Chennai 

Couple held for 
stealing pet dog in 
Pune

Virtual Cat Show organized by FCI on the 
occasion of WORLD CAT DAY 2020 This Rakhi marked an unusual 

yet interesting celebrations 
when a Chennai based ‘humanized’ 
pet food company, ‘Tailtale’ crafted 
edible rakhis for dog bros, so that 
they could become part of Raksha 
Bandhan celebrations. The rakhis 
made by Gunsam Foods are all 
natural and contain everything 
from moringa leaves and kale 
to peanut butter. They are tasty 
enough for even humans to eat.

When pet parents test positive and are hospitalized or need to 
isolate themselves, it becomes diffi cult for them to take care of 

their pet. Keeping that in mind, animal rights activist, Panneeru Teja 
and his team, in Hyderabad, decided to offer services that will help pet 
owners as well as their pets to be safe during these trying times. Fol-
lowing all necessary protocols, the team has been rescuing animals 
from across the city. They are also getting calls from people who are 
contacting them in advance to have a back-up plan in case they get 
infected with the virus. With the constant surge in positive cases, it is 
always good to have a back-up plan since it is unpredictable when one 
may get infected. It is also important to make a list of your pet’s health 
records and keep stock of the medicines if there are any.

The Kondhwa police arrested a 
couple from Bhavani Peth for 

stealing a pet dog. Along with re-
covery, the police also seized the 
motorcycle that Javed Khan (34) 
and his wife, Simran (22), used for 
stealing the six-month old Beagle 
(dog breed), valued at Rs 10,000 in 
the market. He stole the dog to sell 
it at a handsome price to another 
person. 

On the occasion of WORLD CAT 
DAY 2020, Feline Club of India 

in association with ROYAL CANIN 
organized India's First Virtual Cat 
Show with two international judges, 
Mrs. Sandra AlSumait from England 
and Mr. Pau Badia from Spain. It was 
held live on 8th August, 2020. It com-
prised various informative live ses-
sions with experts and many inter-
active activities involving our feline 

companions. People from all over 
the world participated in this Vir-
tual Cat Show.

NEWS NATIONAL
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Glenands Now in Delhi! Just Dogs’ New Pet Speciality 
Store in Koramangala

Pet Social (Virtual Event) – When 
Dogs and Cats Socialized on the Web 
with Fun Games and More

What started as an innovative, exclusive dog biscuit manufacturing 
unit in the year 1937 is today a name to reckon within the Indian 
Pet Industry. Mr. C.T.S. David, the brainwave of this business, 
started ‘Glenand Products’ a Manufacturing Industry, with a 
unique and novel idea of manufacturing biscuits exclusively for 
dogs. At that time, India was importing most of its pet products 
from U.K. and this Indian brand of dog biscuits soon became very 
acceptable and sought after by all pet owning households. In the 
year 1982, an exclusive Pet Store, the fi rst of its kind in India was 
opened with the name ‘Glenands Pet Store’ situated in the posh 
area of Church Street in Bangalore and it was a milestone in the 
Indian Pet Industry. Many products which were meant exclusively 
for pets were imported and sold here. The Glenands Pet Store saw 
a growing business. And now, Glenands is opening a new pet 
speciality retail store under the brand name ‘The Pet Boutique’ in 
Kalkaji, Delhi.

Team Glenands is feeling elated on the occasion and expressed 
its emotions by stating, “It’s always good! Expansion in the capital 
has been to understand the north Indian market. It’s been a good 
experience”

Bangaloreans! Just Dogs’ new pet speciality 
store is here to give your pets a real treat. 
Located in one of Bangalore’s largest and most 
popular area, Koramangala, this store fulfi lls 
your furry friends’ every need. 

The store showcases a wide range of leashes, 
collars, different harnesses to pet accessories 
like bandanas and bows, as well as grooming 
products like shampoos and sprays, and also a 
wide variety of food essentials of every brand. 
The well-stocked collection of pet treats with 
different benefi ts to a wide range of toys and 
beds will have you defi nitely select more than 
just one. With their own brands like Ezra, 
Aroma Groom and Snackers, the store is a 
one-stop need for all your pets’ supplies. It’s 
also the perfect place to fi nd products for cats 
as well. Along with a huge store, your pets are 
in for a fun time with their in-house spa and 
grooming centre. With different services like 
microbubble baths and fancy haircuts, get 
ready to give your pet a fun glow up.

In regard to the 
current situation, 
Just Dogs also 
follows all 
precautionary 
measures to 
ensure the safety 
of its customers 
by sanitizing 
all products, 
getting regular 
temperature checks, and also restricting the 
number of customers allowed in the store to 
maintain social distancing. 

Apart from Koramangala, you can also fi nd 
their stores at JP Nagar, Church Street, Victoria 
Layout, Singasandara, and Nagarbhavi in 
Bangalore.

Customers can also avail their pets’ favourite 
supplies online from www.justdogsstore.com.

The recent nationwide lockdown gave pet parents a perfect 
opportunity to bond and spend time with them. Taking this 
thought forward, a pet retail store recently hosted ‘Pet Social’, 
a virtual event for all pet lovers along with their families to 
attend from the comfort of their home and pet parents were in 
for a fun treat.

Hosted by a professional actor, the cutest online event included 
interesting games like Rapid Fire, engaging pet parents by 
asking questions about their fur buddies and Obedience Game, 
where owners proudly showcased their pet’s best behaviour 
and tricks. Apart from fun activities, it had a learning session 
with international speaker who was a Harvard Business School 
alumnus. There was in-depth discussion about the importance 
of nutrition in a pet’s diet and the benefi ts of a good diet in dogs 
as well as cats.

www.creature-companions.in
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PET OF THE MONTH

� eodore
Have you ever seen a dog counting numbers and painting a 
canvass? Our Pet of the Month ‘Theodore’ has these unique 
qualities. Saba Poonawala, his bestie, has made him learn and 
acquire these skills. Being an educator and a celebrity hair and 
makeup artist herself, she has made him an artist too! Here are a 
few excerpts from her beautiful journey with Theodore…

MY BOND WITH THEO, THE FACT THAT 
I LOVE SPENDING TIME WITH HIM AND 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, MY URGE TO 
LEARN AND EXPAND MY KNOWLEDGE 

ABOUT DOGS MADE ME DO SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT WITH HIM.
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR 
JOURNEY WITH THEODORE 
SO FAR. HOW AND WHEN HE 
CAME INTO YOUR LIFE?

We have always had animals at 
home. Ours has been a home where 
love for animals existed right from 
the beginning. So a home without 
a dog is unnatural to us. Plus our 
home is close to the river and dogs 
are needed for security reasons. 
With passing away of my oldest dog 
‘Mischief’ and my other dog Diego 
entering his senior years, it was time 
for us to add a new member to our 
family. That is when I went through 
a list of ethical breeders and decided 
on bringing Theodore home.

Theo has been an absolute delight! 
A trait of a Labrador retriever is his 
‘kind’ eyes. Amongst all the dogs 
I've seen in shows or even with pet 
parents, I haven't seen any having the 
‘kind’ eyes that our Theodore does. 
From his home coming, to becoming 
literally the star of our home, Theo 
brought back naughtiness and fi lled 
in the void we were left with when 
‘Mischief’ crossed the rainbow 
bridge. He was the last one of the 
litter perhaps, so I didn't get a chance 
to choose, but Theo had this look of 
innocence, which most dogs did not. 
He was different; he spoke with those 
kind eyes and won us over in under 
10 seconds.

THEODORE IS A UNIQUE 
NAME. WHAT IS ITS MEANING 
AND HOW DID YOU COME UP 
WITH THIS NAME?

I've never wanted a conventional 
name for my dogs. At the same time, I 
wanted to name him something that 
had a deeper meaning. ‘Theodore’ 
means ‘God's gift’, and to us, he is God 
sent too! So it was a perfect name for 
him.

WHAT IS THEODORE'S DIET? 
HOW YOU PLAN HIS DIET 
AND TAKE CARE OF HIS 
NUTRITION?

One of the biggest factors I've always 
looked into is my dogs’ diet. I am 
severely particular on what they eat. 
In fact, his diet is better than ours! As 
such, I’ve ensured that he gets used 
to absolutely everything nutritious. 
This really helps when the dog is ill 
or in his senior years as that's when 
specifi c nutrition is needed the most 
and being a fussy eater isn't of any 
help. Theo's diet consists of pumpkin, 
turmeric, cucumber, beetroot, sweet 
potato, banana, papaya, boneless 
chicken, fl ax seed powder, virgin 
coconut oil, green peas, carrots etc. 
The nutritional intake is as per his 
body weight. I do believe that the food 
given needs to be wholesome and at 
the same time it should be such that 
body retains the nutrients given by 
that food.

I’ve been wishing to take him for 
‘shows’ and as such, extra care taken 
in his diet has helped him really ‘fi ll 
up’ in a healthy and non obese way.

YOU TAUGHT HIM HOW TO 
COUNT TILL 5 AND RECENTLY 
YOU SHARED A PICTURE 
PAINTED BY HIM ON YOUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLE. 
FROM WHERE DID YOU GET 
THIS IDEA OF TEACHING 
HIM SUCH THINGS? WHAT 
TECHNIQUES DO YOU 
FOLLOW WHILE TEACHING 
HIM?

I feel that it is extremely important to 
ensure that a pet dog knows his basic 
obedience commands. This helps the 
family in long run to really enjoy with 
the dog and makes the dog too enjoy 
his own life to the fullest. Theodore 
is, perhaps, more intelligent than 
an average Labrador. His learning 
capacity is quite immense and that's 
what I wanted to tap. He was able to 
learn his basic obedience commands 
in almost a month and a half. These 
included sit, down, ok, no, come, stay, 
up, jump, spin, off (no coming on the 
furniture what so ever), and most 
importantly ‘heel’. Now these are 
MANY commands for a dog to learn 
in this span of time, but Theodore 
was able to do this and that too in an 
unrushed and unconfused way. 

My bond with Theo, the fact that I love 
spending time with him and most 
importantly, my urge to learn and 
expand my knowledge about dogs 
made me do something different 
with him. You know as they say, if 
we can’t do something, we ensure 
that that talent is passed or fulfi lled 
by someone else within the family. 
So despite being a leading makeup 
and hair artist, I can't paint to save 
my life, and I come from a family of 
artists, so I decided to teach Theo to 
paint and take this tradition forward!

The techniques used with Theo and 
Diego have always been positive 
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reinforcement. There's no such thing 
as a bad dog or a dog that cannot 
learn. It is us who need to work 
around this. To teach him how to 
paint, I had to start with creating a 
drive or a liking towards paint brush. 
Now brush, obviously, is a metal and 
a hard object, which isn't enjoyable 
by a dog to hold onto or chew. So I tied 
some cloth around it and lured him 
towards it. Over the time, this drive 
and affi nity towards paint brush 
increased. This was followed with 
‘hold’ and ‘touch’ commands where 
he had paint brush in his mouth and 

I groom my dogs at home because 
I simply enjoy spending time with 
them, plus I have the necessary 
resources. It helps me build a 
stronger bond with them and also 
learn about new techniques. Since I 
run my own Salon and Academy, the 
basics of hair grooming remain the 
same and this really helps me with 
my dogs. 

Irrespective of what anyone says, I 
ensure to bathe him once a week and 
this isn't just a shampoo wash. After 
being rinsed thoroughly, a diluted 
shampoo wash is done, followed by 
a conditioner, rinse, a towel dry, and 
then a blast dry with a dryer. Once a 
month, he’s given an oil massage as 
well. After he has completely dried, 
there is a round of forward brushing 
with a grooming brush and then 
backward brushing. In case, we are 
going out, I add in a coat deodorant 
and a shine spray too! The idea is to 
maintain top notch coat quality and 
keep them clean and hygienic as 
much as possible.

HOW YOU CHOOSE 
PRODUCTS FOR THEODORE'S 
GROOMING AND HYGIENE 
NEEDS? WHAT PRODUCTS 
ARE YOU CURRENTLY USING?

I think this is season dependant. In 
case of monsoons, where I know due 
to being in the garden he may get 
slightly itchy, I will use an oatmeal 
based shampoo. At other occasions, 
any hydrating or super white 
shampoo works for me as that's his 
coat colour. His ears are also cleaned 
regularly and nails are clipped by his 
vet. I also feel that it is very important 
to clean a dog’s anal gland and I take 
care that this too is done regularly in 
addition to deworming. 

Currently, I am using a range of Bio-
Groom products.

DO YOU LIKE BUYING 
ACCESSORIES FOR 
THEODORE? FROM WHERE 
DO YOU LIKE TO BUY THEM 
– ONLINE, OFFLINE OR ANY 
PARTICULAR STORE?

Oh yes! I am not too fond of them 
wearing ‘clothes’ and going out, 
but Theodore looks dapper in his 
custom made Tuxedo from one of 
our designer men’s wear stores. He 
also has a vegan leather collar-leash-
bow tie set from his favourite ‘We 
Exist’ online store and foundation for 
animal welfare.

SUMMARIZE YOUR BOND 
WITH THEODORE.

Theo and I share a beautiful bond! 
A dog teaches you unconditional 
love for sure, but Theo taught me 
the importance of having fun while 
fl inging rubber ‘chappals’ all over 
the house, to celebrate small joys of 
running away with maid's broom, 
pleasure of chasing butterfl ies, 
happiness and oneness of being 
with nature by rolling in puddles, 
cleverness of wanting a biscuit by 
running away with doormat and 
making me chase him – eventually 
giving a biscuit to get the mat, and 
simple love and kindness when he 
rests his head on my lap after a long 
or diffi cult day at work. Our bond 
goes beyond the conventional bonds 
because he has fi lled that space 
and that void in my heart with his 
kind eyes, his golden heart, and his 
bunny hop jumps, which I was left 
with when we lost Mischief. He has 
helped me learn more about dogs in 
general than I ever knew and that's 
because of his supreme intelligence. 
They say that for a human, he or she 
has many things to look forward 
to in this world, but for a dog their 
human is their whole world. But with 
Theodore, I feel that he is my whole 
world too, just as I am his.

touched the canvas. Then a different 
and most fl avourful reward was 
given upon completion of the trick. 

This isn't an easy trick and there 
are many commands leading up to 
the fi nal one. It has taken me a few 
months to practice.

HOW DO YOU TAKE CARE OF 
THEODORE’S GROOMING? 
DO YOU TAKE HIM TO ANY 
GROOMING PARLOUR OR DO 
IT YOURSELF AT HOME? 

PET OF THE MONTH
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By Priyanka Kaushal*

HUMAN-ANIMAL
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Bonding
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Nature is diverse and co-
existence is the rule of nature. 
Humans are not its ‘only’ 

creation; there are numerous other 
creatures as well, such as animals, 
whom Mother Nature has given birth 
to. Like humans, they too deserve to 
live their lives to the fullest. Nature 
has instilled a peculiar instinct in 
both humans and animals, probably 
due to which they have shared a 
distinctive yet quirky connection 
from time immemorial.

American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA) has defi ned the 
human-animal bond as “mutually 
benefi cial and dynamic relationship 
between people and animals.”

Since ages, this relationship between 
humans and animals has evolved 
through various phases – from being 
prey to humans’ hunting instincts to 
being their hunting partners, from 
being a medium of carriage and travel 
to being their aide in farming, from 
being protectors of humans to being 
their soulful companions! According 
to Bayer, a life science company, “the 
human-animal bond has evolved for 
more than 15000 years.” Apart from 
providing protection and service to 
people, animals also used to serve 
them during wartime. On this, US 
Army Medical Department Journal 
(AMDJ) made a point, “these animals 
not only provided protection, but 
they could also offer stress relief 
and a sense of pride to their human 
counterparts.”

Independent of debate, whether 
animals met human needs or was 
it the other way round, this close 
and intimate co-existence ideally 
provided a positive and pragmatic 
emotional experience on both sides.

In an urban setup, increasing 
proximity of humans with animals 
has helped to eclipse the ancient 
features and uses of the latter, 
which in some cases have become 
redundant (hunting instinct of 
humans). Thus, in cities, dogs and 
cats are usually kept as mere pets.

Over the period, these domesticated 
pets have evolved to be quite 
dependent upon humans. They 
thrive through the care that humans 
can provide. They rely upon humans 
for their basic needs such as food, 
shelter, health care and so on. 
Humans have also started feeling a 
sense of responsibility towards them. 

They have developed a warm feeling 
of affection for animals.

Animals too share a similar emotion, 
so they make great companions to 
humans. They do show us how to 
love unconditionally because their 
emotions are all pure. Since ancient 
times, humankind has understood 
that animals serve as a link to the 
intuitive and to the Divine. 

Mary Lou Randour, in ‘What Animals 
Can Teach Us About Spirituality’, 
has described animals as spiritual 
companions to humans. In it, she 
narrates a story of a boy who is 
given a dog to care for as a form of 

TAKING CARE OF A PET INVOLVES A 
CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY. 
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therapy after the former commits 
a sin of murdering someone. The 
dog comforts him and gradually, the 
teenager learns to love him. His pet 
helps in healing his soul by teaching 
him how to love.

Anyone who has ever had pets 
knows that this eternal connection 
is too deep to be described in words. 
Animals can sense our moods and 
have the ability to transform our lives 
into something we could never think 
of!

HOW THE HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND 
BENEFITS US
This enduring human-animal bond 
is benefi cial to our pets in many 
conspicuous ways. As we love them 
and feel a sense of responsibility 
towards them, we make sure that they 
are effi ciently provided with food, 
shelter, medical care, entertainment, 
and affection. We go an extra mile to 
take care of their hygiene and to keep 
them healthy.

Whereas, the numerous ways in 
which humans are benefi tted are, 
in fact, much more than mere basic 
needs:

Stress Buster: Animals act as stress 
busters for humans. Studies have 
shown that being around a dog or a 
cat can release the oxytocin hormone 
and decrease levels of the stress 
hormone cortisol, resulting in a 
more relaxed state of mind. Recently, 
the rising prevalence of Animal 
Assisted Activities is an apt example 
of this fact. Various NGOs take help 
of therapy dogs to heal patients 
in nursing homes, differently able 
children etc.

More Active Lifestyle: Taking care 
of a pet involves a considerable 
amount of physical activity. A 2011 

study by Michigan State University 
researchers found that 60% of dog 
owners who walked their pets 
regularly met the recommended 
criteria for regular exercise. Your pet 
is possibly the best personal trainer 
you could ask for. It would probably 
never let you feel lazy.

Fewer Allergies: Studies have shown 
that children who grow up with 
animals develop fewer allergies than 
those who aren’t raised with animals.

Emotional Support: Cats and dogs 
make great companions. They never 
let you feel lonely. They feel more 

CATS AND DOGS MAKE GREAT COMPANIONS. THEY 
NEVER LET YOU FEEL LONELY. THEY FEEL MORE THAN 
HAPPY TO LEND YOU AN EAR SHOULD YOU WANT TO 
MOAN ABOUT AN AWFUL DAY YOU HAVE HAD.

COVER STORY
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Service/Therapeutic Animals: 
Service and therapeutic animals are 
invaluable. They provide help with 
daily tasks, emotional and mental 
support, and help us recover from 
traumatic events.

Teach us to be Responsible and 
Empathetic: Being around animals 
help us learn practical skills of 
owning a pet, such as catering to 
their cleaning and grooming needs. 
They teach us to be more empathetic 
towards others.

Going through all these benefi ts, who 
would not want to bring home their 
perfect companions? Our pets bring so 
much love, joy, affection, and humour 
to our lives that even the closest 
human relations cannot match up 
to this human-animal bonding. They 
make us laugh, comfort us when we 
are feeling low, and are always there 
for us no matter what!than happy to lend you an ear should 

you want to moan about an awful 
day you have had. Pets provide us 
with unconditional and impartial 
emotional support and love.
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RAW FOOD FOR 
YOUR FURRY-PAW

By Geet Rao*

YES OR NO?

Feeding raw meats is a concept that 
was given by Dr. Ian Billinghurst, 
an Australian Veterinarian, some 
20 years ago. He suggests that dogs 
are naturally carnivores (having 
evolved from wolves). If left in the 
wild, they would hunt and eat raw 
meats. Therefore, dogs must be fed 
raw meats for food. Not only that, 
raw meat diet has also shown many 
dogs to have wonderful health with 
excellent skin and coat. Many dogs 
have even recovered of their chronic 
skin problems when put on a raw 
diet. Another argument in favour of 
this concept is that cooking depletes 
the meats of their enzymes and 
nutrients. Therefore, feeding raw 
meats to dogs is preferred under all 
circumstances.

While feeding raw defi nitely has its 
own benefi ts, I believe it can not be 
declared as a better option based 
merely on the above arguments. 
Perspective from a different lateral 
must be taken. While it is argued 

There is no dearth of debatable 
topics when it comes to dog 
nutrition! Feeding raw or 

cooked meat to our dogs is one such 
topic. You will fi nd nutritionists 
completely bent in favour of raw 
food, while some swearing by their 
own home-cooked meals.

If you ask me, nothing is wrong! And 
not everything is right. We need to 
fi nd the grey between the black and 
the white. But that insight requires us 
to draw perspectives from different 
laterals. 

PET CARE



with the genetic make-up of dogs, to 
achieve the desired characteristics; 
therefore, further tempering with 
their wolf like genetics. Evolution 
remains another aspect altogether 
that differentiates dogs from their 
ancestors.

These are some basic arguments 
that tell us that any diet could 

that dogs have evolved from wolves, 
we must not focus only on their 
ancestors, that is, wolves. We must 
also give due importance to the term 
‘evolved’. Evolving means adapting to 
changes in lifestyle.  Dogs have been 
domesticated and therefore have 
lived in close proximity of humans 
for more than 20,000 years. Over this 
vast time period, they have developed 
the ability to digest human foods. 
Many studies show that dogs on raw 
diet show improved skin conditions 
and also overall health. However, we 
need to consider if the comparison 
was made with an equally fresh and 
wholesome diet in the fi rst place. 
Feeding raw is benefi cial. There is no 
denial. However, it is the supremacy 
that is sometimes assigned to raw 
diet which is not right.

Raw or cooked, there is no one diet 
superior to the other. Like us, every 
dog is different and unique. What 
should be fed to a particular dog 
should be decided on the basis of 
the individual dog. For example, the 
dietary requirement of a German 
Shephard is way different than 
that of chihuahua. While a German 
Shephard may be a closer relative of 
wolves, the chihuahua doesn’t seem 
to be one! What comes into play here 
is the selective breeding done by 
mankind where mankind intervened 

work wonders for a dog. However, 
the prerequisite is that it should 
be balanced, in terms of proteins, 
carbohydrates, fats as well as fi bre. 
So, it lies on the pet parents to decide 
what works for their dog better. If the 
pet parents are comfortable with the 
idea of feeding Raw, then an attempt 
at raw food must be given, especially 
if your dog suffers from skin rashes 
or allergy. In such a case, elimination 
and feeding new diet is the only way 
to fi nd out which diet will your dog do 
better on.

While the quest to fi nd the perfect 
diet for your dog can be a long 
journey, pet parents must keep in 
mind that feeding their pet should 
always be a joy and not a cause of 
worry or stress. We might not be able 
to make every single meal perfect 
for our dogs, but we can attempt to 
provide optimum nutrition over a few 
meals. Also, raw or not, might remain 
a debatable topic. But an ingredient 
that is undisputable when fi xing your 
dog’s meal is your love! So, bring up a 
smile while you fi x your dog’s meal, 
raw or not!

* The author is a Clinical Pet Nutritionist and also 
the founder of Pet Kitchen, a nutritional dog treats 
company. She is also a dog food recipe curator 
and a pet diet consultant, based in Chandigarh.
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Socialization is crucial to ensure that a 
puppy grows up to be a happy, confi dent, 
and friendly adult dog. It is a very 

important aspect of puppy parenting.

The term ‘socialization’ broadly implies 
everything that a dog experiences in its daily 
life. These include interactions with different 
people of different skin colour, appearances, 
etc., different surfaces that it walks/runs on - 
grass, stone, tiles, etc., other dogs & animals it 
interacts with, different sounds it hears, etc. It 
takes place throughout a dog’s life.

Socialization must be done in the correct 
manner, which has been discussed below:

1. WHAT SOCIALIZATION IS NOT
Normally, for socialization, people take their 
dogs/puppies to places where they meet other 
dogs, and all of them are left unsupervised to 
play. 

I don’t recommend this activity at all as it 
can lead to dirty fi ghts! You have no control 
over how well trained or socialized the other 
dogs are. Also, sometimes other dog owners 
themselves are unaware that their dog is 
capable of biting or attacking until it actually 
does so. This is a potentially dangerous & 
unpleasant situation for your puppy, and can 
damage its perception of other dogs.

By Siddh Trivedi*

PET CARE

SOCIALIZATION
THE KEY TO A 
FRIENDLY, HAPPY & 
CONFIDENT DOG!



25AUGUST 2020 • VOL. XIII • ISSUE 7 • NOIDA | Creature Companion 

2. WHEN SHOULD YOU START 
SOCIALIZATION?
The right age to start socialization 
activities for your puppies is when it 
has been given the fi rst vaccination 
dose. It is very important to start 
socialization for a puppy during 
the critical window of 3 weeks to 3 
months of age. 

Socialization is an ongoing process 
throughout a dog’s life. As per my 
experience, one should give extra 
attention to social interaction 
till 1 year of age right up to early 
adolescence. 

Puppies are innately curious, love 
to explore, and are very receptive 
too. The perceptions they develop at 
this age remain with them forever, 
and can take more time & extra 
dedication to change later.

3. HOW TO ENGAGE IN 
SOCIALIZATION
Initially, we must ensure that the 
puppy has only positive experiences 
while socializing. Take it to places 
and introduce it to people, places, 
other dogs, etc., whom you are 
familiar with.

Avoid unknown places where the 
puppy is likely to get bullied by other 
dogs or places where children crowd 
around the puppy, make too much 
noise, touch it too much, carry it and 
drop it etc. Such experiences can 
teach the puppy that strangers and 
other animals are dangerous, which 
will make it react aggressively to 
them as adult dogs.

4. SOCIALIZATION WITH 
CHILDREN
Explain to children how to behave 
around the puppy. Don’t allow them 
to touch/play roughly or carry it. 

Also, keep the puppy away from 
people who are scared of dogs and 
those who are likely to scream, shout, 
and climb on top of furniture when 
they see it. This can be traumatic for 
your puppy too.

Give children a few treats to feed to 
the puppy, as this will add fun to their 
daily routine. A puppy that enjoys fun 
and games with children grows up 
to love their company and becomes 
happy upon seeing them.

5. SOCIALIZATION WITH OTHER 
DOGS
When you arrange for socialization 
with other puppies, observe their 
interaction closely and insist on the 
parent of other puppy to be present. 
Most importantly, ensure that other 
puppies are of similar ages, sizes, 
and are well-behaved. Slowly, you 
can introduce your puppy to different 
kinds of breeds of different sizes and 
different ages.

Toss them a few treats while they 
are enjoying themselves to add an 
element of surprise.

www.creature-companions.in

WHEN PEOPLE SEE 
YOUR PUPPY, THEY GET 
EXCITED AND REACH 
OUT TO PET ITS HEAD. 
NOBODY BOTHERS 
ABOUT WHAT THE 
PUPPY MIGHT FEEL.
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6. THE CORRECT WAY TO GREET 
A PUPPY
When people see your puppy, they 
get excited and reach out to pet its 
head. Nobody bothers about what the 
puppy might feel.

Since your puppy is small and is 
used to being protected by you, the 
prospect of a human being who is 
much larger than it coming close to 
it or petting on its head can be very 
frightening. In the wild, this is a sign 
of attack by a larger animal.

Also, if the puppy is being carried by 
its owner and someone comes to pet 
it, it has no means of escaping even 
if it wants to. In both situations, the 
puppy might develop aggression 
towards strangers and start biting 
them.

How to avoid this? Discourage people 
who are meeting the puppy for the 
fi rst time from touching it right away. 
Advise them to sit down at a distance 
from the puppy. The puppy will go to 

them as and when it is comfortable. 
You can also give your friend a treat 
to gain the puppy’s trust.

7. HOW TO HANDLE STRAY DOGS 
AMICABLY
When you take your puppy for a walk, 
do stray dogs start barking at you and 
following you? This is because they 
feel threatened with new entrants in 
their territory. 

In such situations, avoid throwing 
stones or brandishing sticks at strays. 
Doing so will reinforce belief of strays 
that you are a threat to them. It is a 
good idea to keep a stick with you in 
case they get too close, but don’t use 
it unless absolutely necessary. 

Instead, keep calm, stop in one place, 
make your puppy sit, and reward him 
with treats when he maintains this 
position. Ignore strays completely. 
This will teach your puppy to react 
calmly when strays are barking. 
It also sends across a message to 
strays that they should not perceive 
you as a threat. 

If you brandish sticks at strays 
and throw stones at them, you are 
teaching your puppy that they are a 
threat. As an adult dog, it will get into 
fi ghts with strays.

PET CARE

DOGS THAT HAVEN’T BEEN 
SOCIALIZED AT THE RIGHT 
AGE TEND TO BE VERY 
SENSITIVE TO SMALL AS 
WELL AS BIG STIMULUS 
IN THEIR SURROUNDINGS. 
IF YOU NOTICE THIS 
BEHAVIOUR IN YOUR DOG, 
DISTRACT IT WITH ITS 
FAVOURITE TOY OR A TREAT.
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* The author is an animal trainer and behaviour 
specialist. He has over a decade of experience in 
training dogs of all ages and different breeds, as 
well as deep understanding of their behavioural 
patterns. He can be reached at siddhtrivedi.1995@
gmail.com

8. TAKING YOUR DOG TO A VET
Most dogs are scared or apprehensive 
when they reach the waiting area of 
a vet. They anticipate being touched 
and restrained by strangers as well 
as being poked by needles or made to 
swallow tablets. 

How do you make vet visits a positive 
experience? While waiting in the 
waiting area and when the vet is 
handling him, you can hand it some 
treats and play together. You can also 
offer it a familiar toy. 

www.creature-companions.in

ALWAYS KEEP AN EYE ON 
YOUR PUPPY FOR ANY 
SIGNS OF NERVOUSNESS. 
THIS INCLUDES LICKING 
THE NOSE, PUTTING 
ITS TAIL BETWEEN ITS 
LEGS, HIDING UNDER 
FURNITURE, ETC.

9. HOW TO HANDLE OVER-
REACTIVE DOGS
Dogs that haven’t been socialized at 
the right age tend to be very sensitive 
to small as well as big stimulus in 
their surroundings. If you notice this 
behaviour in your dog, distract it with 
its favourite toy or a treat. This way, 
they will learn to keep their attention 
on you. Slowly, you can desensitize 
them by taking them close to the 
stimulus or bringing it near them. 
You will notice that they are learning 
to ignore it with time.

Also, if your adult dog hasn’t been 
socialized as a puppy, it is a good idea 
to put on a muzzle while introducing 
it to other dogs & people. If the 
situation is beyond your control, it is 
always a good idea to consult a dog 
behaviour specialist who can help 
you and your dog.

at right age. You can always discuss 
with your vet about possible health 
concerns, so that your puppy can 
derive the maximum benefi t from 
socialization as well as remain safe.

LOOKING AHEAD...
Socialization happens everywhere – 
at home as well as outside. Seemingly, 
a normal situation such as puppy’s 
fi rst car ride is a new experience 
that creates an opportunity for 
socialization. 

Always keep an eye on your puppy 
for any signs of nervousness. This 
includes licking the nose, putting 
its tail between its legs, hiding 
under furniture, etc. In case your 
fi do is nervous, take it away from 
that situation and give it time to get 
comfortable. Once it comes round, 
you can introduce it to that stimulus 
again. 

Socialization is a highly neglected 
aspect of puppy training, especially 
in India. Many people don’t give it its 
due importance. They don’t realize 
that it is very important to ensure 
that a dog doesn’t grow up to be 
aggressive or nervous.

After all, puppy rearing is not as 
simple as providing two meals and 
a place to sleep. It involves a lot of 
attention and dedication at least for 
the fi rst one and a half years. 

I hope this article will guide you 
to make your puppy grow into a 
Confi dent and friendly fi do.

10. HEALTH CONCERNS
You can safely start socialization 
after your puppy has received the fi rst 
vaccination dose. If you wait till the 
puppy completes the entire course, 
you risk missing the socialization 
window. In my experience of over 
a decade, I have come across very 
few cases of puppies contracting 
infections from other dogs. On the 
other hand, I have come across 
various dogs with serious behavioural 
issues due to lack of socializations 
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Being a pet photographer is 
the best job in the world! 
Our shoots revolve around 

capturing moments that people 
share with their pets; in fact, they 
mainly revolve around the pet itself! 
We plan the shoots according to their 
sleep schedules, their moods, and 
even their favorite locations!

But I’ve always felt that just loving 
your pet isn’t enough, and that caring 
for other animals, who are in need 
is just as important. Ever since we 
started Pawparazzi, we’ve always 
kept in mind that we should help 
all animals who are in need. So, in 
our fi rst year of business, we made 
a calendar & sold each one for Rs 
500, out of which 50% of the money 
went into buying refl ective collars for 
streeties.

Why refl ective collars?

I was living in Hyderabad & still studying in 
college at the time when I realized that there 
were so many accidents where streeties were 
being run over or hit by cars & bikes because 
people could not see them crossing the road. 

By Prathima Pingali*

COMPASSION

WE STARTED SELLING THE INDIE CALENDAR 2020 
IN JANUARY AND WITHIN A MONTH, WE WERE 
ABLE TO RAISE OVER RS 25,000/- FOR CHARITY! IT 
WAS SUCH A HUGE LEAP FROM THE LAST TIME WE 
SOLD CALENDARS AND WITH EXCITEMENT IN OUR 
HEARTS, WE SET OUT TO GIVE THE CHARITY OF 
OUR CHOICE, THE MONEY…

GIVING BACK
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It was heart wrenching to see them 
with broken limbs & some even lying 
in pain. 

So, we bought 5 refl ective collars per 
each calendar sold and were able to 
put those collars on over 50 dogs! It 
does seem like a small number, but 
for us, for a business that was started 
in college, we felt that we made a 
difference to the lives of those 50 dogs. 

In 2019, I saw a trend rising; a lot of 
people started adopting Indies. That 
gave me an idea; I decided that I would 
travel around India and photograph 
Indies that have been adopted, and 
would help tell the stories of how 
they’ve changed their hoomans 
lives. I felt that this would help create 
awareness and convince more people 
to adopt these beautiful Indies!

We named it, the INDIE CALENDAR 
of 2020. It featured cute, funky 
photographs of Indies with their 
rescue stories & how they’ve made 
a difference in people’s lives. I knew 
from the start that I wanted all of the 
money to go to a charity that helps 
animals, but I just wasn’t sure which 
one. I researched & fi nally, I found the 
perfect fi t.

* Author is the owner and photographer at 
Pawparazzi. She has a bachelor's degree in 
fi lmmaking with a specialization in Photography. 
She started Pawparazzi in 2017 and in July 
2020, she was voted as one of the TOP 25 PET 
PHOTOGRAPHERS IN THE WORLD!

Website - www.pawparazzi.in
Instagram - www.instagram.com/pawparazzi.
petphotography/

from the last time we sold calendars 
and with excitement in our hearts, 
we set out to give the charity of our 
choice, the money…

You must be wondering who we 
donated the money to….

On February 9th 2020, we turned up 
at the gates of RESQ Charitable Trust, 
Pune. From the moment I saw RESQ’s 
work on Instagram and their website, 
I was blown away. I knew I wanted to 
donate money to an organization that 
gave its all to the welfare of animals, 
and RESQ did that & much, much 
more. They exceeded our expectation 
in every way. They were caring for 
cats, dogs, cows, horses, donkeys, 
bulls, monkeys, and even a camel that 
had been mistreated & abandoned!

The Rs 25,000/- sum that we raised 
and donated went towards buying 
new medicines for all of the in-house 
animals that were going through 
treatment. We left RESQ’s campus 
with nothing but smiles on our faces, 
knowing that, we had just contributed 
to helping those animals in need. 

So I plead you, if you can’t go out and 
do something for animals on your 
own, please try and donate money 
to those who do step out every day 
and put themselves at risk to help 
those in need. A small donation of 
even Rs 100, which doesn’t seem so 
signifi cant to us, could make a world 
of a difference to them! 

We started selling the Indie Calendar 
2020 in January and within a month, 
we were able to raise over Rs 25,000/- 
for charity! It was such a huge leap 
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In the middle of your busy day, 
have you ever noticed, for a few 
minutes, a road-side tree? Or 

your neighbour’s garden? Or your 
backyard trees? If not, trust me, you 
are missing some amazing moments 
of your life. Every day, so many 
colourful events are happening in 
our surroundings and unfortunately, 
we humans are ignoring them.

I have some Hibiscus plants in my 
backyard. I always love to watch 
them. Not only me, there are some 

By Asif Raja Khan*

A MONSOON WITH A PURPLE-RUMPED 
SUNBIRD FAMILY

other Hibiscus lovers living in 
my backyard. I recorded colourful 
spiders, butterfl ies, and birds in 
Hibiscus-shrubs. Especially, a 
colourful Purple-rumped Sunbird 
has a special attraction to Hibiscus-
fl owers. They always love to drink 
nectar from Hibiscus-fl owers.

During last monsoon, one day I was 
walking in my backyard; I was trying 
to photograph insects in Hibiscus 
fl owers. Suddenly, I found a bird-
nest in the Hibiscus shrub. It was a 

BIRDWATCHING
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small hanging nest; it was a nest of a 
Sunbird. Without delaying anymore, 
I left that place, trying to observe 
the nest from a distance. After a 
while, a beautiful female Purple-
rumped Sunbird arrived with nesting 
materials in her bill. I didn’t try to 
photograph her; I didn’t want her to 
leave her nest in fear because of me.

So, I got an opportunity to observe 
the nesting behaviour, parental care 
of a Purple-rumped Sunbird and now 
I’m going to share with you that how 
a baby Purple-rumped Sunbird grew. 
Trust me, it was a magical journey!

[Nesting photography is unethical 
and very harmful for wildlife; I 
started photographing them after the 
baby-bird started fl ying]

FIRST WEEK OF OBSERVATION-
Mom Sunbird was contributing 
maximum efforts in nesting activity. 
She mainly used cobweb and dry-
leaf as nesting material. Though Dad 
Sunbird didn’t make much effort 
during making of the nest, but always 
tried to stay close to his partner.

After the nest was made, Mom 
Sunbird laid eggs. There were, 
probably, two greenish oval-shaped 
eggs. Incubation period was almost 
two weeks long, and then Dad Sunbird 
started showing his responsibility. 
He was giving his almost everything 
for incubating their eggs. 

THIRD WEEK OF OBSERVATION-
After almost two weeks of incubation, 
I found a cute featherless baby bird 
trying to peep out from the nest. Dad 
Sunbird became busier. Feeding a 

www.creature-companions.in

baby Sunbird was not an easy job. 
The baby bird was always hungry, 
always crying for food. Dad Sunbird 
strived hard to feed their baby 
without taking rest. Though Purple-
rumped Sunbirds are nectar eater, 
but I observed that at a few instances, 
he was carrying small insects in his 
bill for the baby [Probably protein is 
very important for fl edging activity 
of a baby bird, dads know everything]. 
Baby Sunbird took around twenty 
days for its complete featherless-to-
feathered transformation.

I CLEARLY 
OBSERVED THE 

BABY-SUNBIRD FOR 
THE VERY FIRST 
TIME. IT LOOKED 

LIKE A CUTE SUGAR 
BALL. THOUGH IT 
WAS COMPLETELY 
FEATHERED BUT 

THE FEATHER WAS 
DULL IN COLOUR. 
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SIXTH WEEK OF OBSERVATION-
One night it was raining heavily. I 
was much tensed, thinking about 
my neighbour Sunbird family. Next 
day in the very early morning, I ran 
to my backyard, I found the nest was 
fi ne, but empty. I was shocked and 
tried to fi nd the baby here and there. 
Suddenly, I heard a bird call, a very 
familiar bird call.  The baby Sunbird 
was calling from somewhere.  I found 
that it was sitting on a perch of the 
hibiscus plant. OMG……. Baby had 
learned to fl y!!!

That day, I clearly observed the baby-
Sunbird for the very fi rst time. It 
looked like a cute sugar ball. Though 
it was completely feathered but the 
feather was dull in colour. I felt that 
the baby was very quiet; it became 
active only when it saw its parents 
coming with food.

feather and the wing feather was 
getting darker in colour.

EIGHTH WEEK OF OBSERVATION-
It took almost eight to nine weeks 
to identify the gender of the baby 
Sunbird. He was a male Purple-
rumped Sunbird. The brownish wing 
feather, yellowish neck feather, and 
the purple-rumped feather of the baby 
were indicating its gender. However, 
some juvenile feathers remained in 
the head and neck regions.

At that time, the juvenile Purple-
rumped Sunbird became semi-
independent and always tried to 
drink nectar from the Hibiscus 
fl ower by himself. Though, still he 
was surviving under parental care.

I found that it takes almost 
three months for the complete 
transformation from a Purple-
rumped Sunbird egg to an 
independent Purple-rumped 
Sunbird. I am fortunate that I got an 
opportunity to observe this complete 
journey. In this Monsoon, I have 
found some Sunbird couples fl ying 
together in my backyard. Now, I am 
really waiting for another chance to 
witness the magical moments again.

Day by day, the baby became more 
active, as well as hungrier. Mom and 
Dad were constantly trying to feed 
the baby.

I was trying to identify its gender, 
but couldn’t. The whitish feather of 
neck region of the baby Sunbird was 
rapidly getting replaced by yellowish 

* The author is a passionate birdwatcher and 
wildlife blogger from Canning, a small town near 
Kolkata, India. He has completed his Masters in 
Life sciences with Ecology specialization from the 
Presidency university, Kolkata. 

BIRDWATCHING



Tranquil Harness:
Inspired from the ocean waves and just as soothing, 
this harness has a calmer approach, while keeping its 
durability and strength intact. Perfect for those monsoon 
walks & easy to maintain. 

Tropical Hues Harness:
Inspired from Bow Wow Family pets, who love their 
adventure in the nature, it will move easily with your pet's 
skin while they go running and exploring the outdoors 
or even your neighbourhood garden. Its lightweight 
design ensures maximum agility, while maintaining its 
durability.

OUR STORY
Bow Wow started in 2014 with a unique approach 
towards Pet Sitting/Pet Boarding, where we made sure 
we only take in one pet at a time, so that they would get 
our undivided attention while their pet parents were at 
work or were travelling. Soon after, Bow Wow Pet Sitters 
became Bow Wow Lifestyles with a vision to extend the 
same principle of providing a unique element of service 
to our pet products. Our products, along with style, ensure 
comfort, sturdiness, and the ease of putting the product 
on your pet.

PRODUCTS

Super Hero Harness:
Inspired from our renowned super heroes of the world, 
we created a harness for the super heroes our life, our 
Pets! Strength, Agility & comfort at its fi nest. Breathable, 
lightweight, and once adjusted to your pet’s size, just 
buckle it on and off.

www.creature-companions.inPRODUCTS AND SERVICES

Bow Wow
L I F E S T Y L E S
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PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

OBI & 
JERRY
OUR STORY
We are pet parents in love with our four-
legged babies and always look for ways to 
enrich the pet and parent experience at home.   Being pet 
parents ourselves, we experienced a dearth of options in 
the Indian Market and decided to craft beautiful furniture 
pieces for our four-legged babies. 

Our designs match the aesthetics of your home and 
complement a modern pet parent’s lifestyle. Adding 
beauty with its minimalist style and great fi nishes, dog 
beds and bowls are no more an eye sore but a center of 
attraction.  

Our products are made from strong timber & wood 
derivatives, making them durable. Unlike conventional 
choices of pet mattresses and food bowl stands in 
the market, ours is an actual piece of furniture that is 
functional and stylish. All our products will be an 
integral part of your pet’s life cycle.  

PRODUCTS
Dog Bed Oxymoron:
Is it a chest of drawers or a bed, you ask? Well, it’s both. 
One of our favorite designs, Oxymoron lives a life of 
duality. When not in use, it’s a jaw dropping masterpiece 
of furniture. When in use it’s a Pooch bed with storage, and 
yes, still a jaw dropping masterpiece. Made in laminate, 
the thought behind this was to create a space saver for 
cozy homes. This is a multipurpose, functional piece 
of furniture for your pooch that also adds value to your 
home decor and look. 

Available in Urban Dark Wood Colour
Bed Dimensions: 26.5″ x 20.07″ x 2.75″ (Approx.)

Dog Bed Bentley:
Your dog bed at home certainly needs 

a stylish makeover! Do away with the 
conventional mattress that rests on 
the fl oor and needs to be changed 
practically every season.

This minimalist bed in camel colour 
provides an elevation from the fl oor, 

facilitating ease of cleaning but the height 
is also low enough for easy on and off for 

pets. The Foamed Mattress provides a plush yet 
sleek bedding, it is light to carry and easy to move around. 
The mattress has a zip cover from D’Decor fabric, which 
makes it super easy to clean the cover whenever required.

Pet Bed Bentley is available in three stunning fi nishes: 
camel, scandinavian clear polish, and seaweed green. Get 
the most amazing colours and styles from us for your dog 
and your home now!
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Dog Be

You
a

p
fa

is al
pets. Th

34 Creature Companion | AUGUST 2020 • VOL. XIII • ISSUE 7 • NOIDA 



35AUGUST 2020 • VOL. XIII • ISSUE 7 • NOIDA | Creature Companion 

Every cat owner dreads seeing 
puddles of urine or patches of 
faeces around the house, on 

the rug or on any other undesirable 
location. These events can even lead 
to a change of relationship between 
the cat and the parent, and can 
be a major reason for the outdoor 
banishment and relinquishment of 
cats to shelters. PERIURIA (urinating 
around) and PERICHEZIA (defecating 
around) are the two components 
of house soiling. The cat parent 
and the veterinarian must work 
synergistically towards a proper 
diagnosis of the underlying issuei.e. 
medical or behavioural and make 
a targeted treatment plan. The 
diagnosis of Perichezia is simple and 
most of the owners are not bothered 
about it given the ease of clearing 
up. So, this article focuses on the 
Periurial aspect of house soiling, 
which is in itself a detective’s job 
for both the parent and the treating 
veterinarian.

By Dr. Neelam*

HOUSE 
SOILING 
IN CATS

A CASE WITH PERIURIA HAS 
TWO MAIN REASONS BROADLY: 
MEDICAL OR BEHAVIOURAL
MEDICAL-The veterinarian fi rstly 
reviews it from medical origin point 
wherein physical examination 
and relevant diagnostics like blood 
tests, urinalysis and imaging will be 
performed.

BEHAVIOURAL- This  aspect has 
two broad categories, one being 
MARKING (spraying) mainly used as 
the elimination for communication 
purpose and the other being 
TOILETING (littering) which is 

basically an aversion or preference 
for a particular site, meaning they 
don’t like the site or the equipment 
provided or they prefer the other 
location more.

If the owner is lucky enough to 
catch the cat in the act of urine 
elimination or the location of urine 
deposition, then it can be a bit 
useful in determining the probable 
cause. For example if there is 
Vertical deposition of urine like on 
curtains , sofa arms then the reason 
could either be medical or marking 
(communication) and if there is 

FELINE MATTER www.creature-companions.in
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horizontal deposition (squatting on 
fl at surfaces) then the reason could 
be medical or Toileting (Aversion/
Preference). The medical health, 
physical and social environment are 
interrelated to an extent that any 
one character which is not up to the 
desirable level, can impact the others 
too.

1) MEDICAL ASPECT
Around 40% of the cats reported with 
periuria (vertical or Horizontal) have 
underlying medical issues like Renal 
insuffi ciency, Urolithiasis or Feline 
Idiopathic Cystitis (FIC). Age of the 

cat also gives a little hint towards 
the probable medical cause of the 
problem as there are more chances 
of particular conditions in certain 
age categories:

•   < 1year – Urolithiasis, anatomical 
abnormalities

•  1-7 years - FIC, Urolithiasis
•  >8 years- Bacterial infections, 

Renal Failure, Metabolic disease, 
Osteoarthritis, Neoplasm, 
cognitive dysfunction/ senility, 
neurological and sensory 
impairment especially in relation 
to smell and vision, weakness.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS 
(PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL) ARE 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT FOR THE 
OPTIMUM WELL-BEING OF A CAT. 
CATS OFTEN DO NOT EXPRESS OVERT 
SIGNS OF STRESS AND ANXIETY, BUT 
STRESS MANAGEMENT IS OF PRIME 
IMPORTANCE.

Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease 
(FLUTD) includes abnormalities in the 
structure and function of the bladder 
and the urethra. In Lower Urinary 
Tract Disease, the rate of incidence 
noticed in practice and as reported 
by researchers are as follows: FIC 
(55%), Urethral plug(16%), UTI and 
behavioural (15%), stones(14%), making 
FIC a clear winner as a major cause for 
Periuria. FIC is a sterile infl ammation 
of bladder and owing to its unknown 
aetiology, it is termedidiopathic. Since 
the other LUTD reasons of Periuria 
are fairly straight forward in the 
diagnosis, so we will focus on the 
various aspects of FIC here.

The most common signs of FLUTD/ 
FIC include:

•  Dysuria/ Stranguria-Diffi cult or 
painful urination

•  Pollakiuria-Increased frequency 
of urination

•  Haematuria-Blood in the urine
•  Periuria– Urinating outside the 

litter box
•  Over grooming especially 

frequent licking of the genital 
region.

•  Stress is a major contributing 
factor of FIC. So, the intervention 
for FIC would ideally involve all 
the three possible factors-medical 
health, physical environment, 
and social environment.

Diagnosis: Physical examination, 
blood test, urinalysis, and Imaging 
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* The author is a small animal practitioner in 
Gurgaon with a career spanning 23 years. She 
specializes in Internal Medicine and Dermatology. 

(radiograph and ultrasound) are 
necessary to confi rm the diagnosis 
and the preference of the tests would 
change according to the various 
factors considered in the process like 
the age of the cat etc.

Management: The environmental 
needs (physical and social) are 
particularly important for the 
optimum well-being of a cat. 
Cats often do not express overt 
signs of stress and anxiety, but 
stress management is of prime 
importance. Even stoic cats can have 
elevated levels of stress hormones. 
Thepsychosocial stress is related to 
chronic stress in cats. The 5 pillars of 
a healthy feline environment are-

•  Provide a safe place
•  Provide multiple and separated 

key environmental resources: 
food, water, toileting areas, 
scratching areas, play areas, 
elevated perches and resting or 
sleep areas.

•  Provide opportunity for play and 
predator behaviour by providing 
feeding devices and practices 
that require the cat to actively 
acquire food.

•  Provide positive, consistent, and 
predictable human-cat social 
interaction

•  Provide an environment that 
respects the importance of the 
cat’s sense of smell

Therapeutic nutrition also is a 
particularly important factor in the 
treatment of FIC. Certain nutrients 
like L-Tryptophan and Alpha-
casozepine increase brain serotonin 
which improves the coping ability 
and decrease anxiety in stressed cats. 
Omega 3 fatty acids and antioxidants 
also reduce the incidence of FIC 
drastically. These components are 

added in certain commercial foods 
specially formulated for urinary care 
in cats. Canned  wet foods also help 
in the reduction of recurrence rates 
of FIC indicating either the increase 
in moisture content of these foods 
lead to the dilution of urine resulting 
in the clinical improvement of FIC 
or the positive frequent feeding 
interaction with wet food could have 
helped in the resolution. Make sure to 
provide water to them in a way they 
like.

Synthetic pheromone diffusers also 
help in cats with episodes of FIC.

2) BEHAVIOURAL ASPECT
MARKING–Marking is a 
communication problem. This 
is a sophisticated interpersonal 
communication. By urine marking, a 
cat tells other cats of his presence and 
makes a statement about his territory 
or for mating. Cat to cat confl ict is one 
of the most common reason for urine 
marking and it is usually anxiety 
based rather than intolerance based. 
Marking can be triggered by genetic 
predisposition, excitement and/or 
stress, not being neutered, being in 
oestrus, being male, inappropriate 
attempts at punishment, specifi c 
inter-cat situations( such as 
aggressive encounters, territorial 
disputes or simply the sight or 
noise of an outdoor cat), novel scent 
on house objects, perturbation of 
familiar marking and certain specifi c 
environmental changes such as new 
furniture.

Management:
•  The medical management 

of Marking Behaviour would 
include Psychotropic medication, 
therapeutic nutrition, synthetic 
pheromonesor gonadectomy.

•   The Physical environment should 

be enhanced by making plenty of 
cat friendly resources available as 
mentioned earlier.

•  The social management would 
include controlling stressors, 
reduce arousal, Desensitisation 
and Counter conditioning therapy

TOILETING (LITTERING)-This is an 
aversion or preference for a site. A 
few risk factors or triggers have been 
attributed to this behaviour like the 
quality of litter(personal preference, 
depth of litter, granule size, new litter, 
fragrance, reduced cleaning regime) 
or litter box( covered vs uncovered, 
location , quantity, size, style).

Management: The management 
would involve the improvement 
of litter box in terms of optimum 
size and numbers , litter material 
preferences of the cats, resource 
accessibility and location in the 
house, litter cleaning frequency and 
the type of cleaners used for them, 
prevent unsupervised access to the 
new undesired location, making 
the soiled areas less appealing .The 
human cat interaction time should 
be increased.

Multi Modal Environmental 
Modifi cation (MEMO) is a promising 
adjunctive therapy for indoor housed 
cats in reducing the chances of 
Periuria.

In conclusion, establishing an early 
diagnosis and integrated treatment 
plan goes a long way in treating 
periuria and ultimately preserving 
the human-animal bond.

FELINE MATTER
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By Priyanka Kaushal*

CAT DAY 2020
Festivities put together by the 

Feline Club of India

WORLD CAT DAY 2020 - FCI www.creature-companions.in

World
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WORLD CAT DAY – A day to 
celebrate, honour, venerate 
one of humanity’s ancient 

and most beloved pets – Cat, a feline 
wonder! Cats are independent, 
inquisitive, adventurous, and have 
amazing features.

World Cat Day was created in 2002 
by the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare in order to raise awareness 
for cats and encourage cat owners to 
learn about ways to help and protect 
them. In India, it is celebrated on 8th 
August.

Every year, this day is celebrated 
with great zeal and enthusiasm. 
Many animal shelters worldwide 
encourage people to adopt cats while 
others hold online courses on feline 
care and health. Cat owners share 
their joy by posting photos of their 
beloved companions on social media.

This year on the occasion of World 
Cat Day, festivities were put together 
by the Feline Club of India, India’s 
fi rst and only cat registry, not just for 
one day but for the full one week. It 
conducted series of live sessions and 
events throughout the week leading 
to World Cat Day.

First amongst these events was ‘Cat 
Talk with Cat Parents’, conducted in 
association with Whiskas and hosted 
by Sanjeev Kumar, founder of Scoopy 
Scrub and Pet Bytes. This session 
included cat parents from across 
the world sharing their wonderful 
experiences of having cats around 
them.

Then, we had a ‘Cat Quiz’, held for the 
fi rst time in India. It was organized in 
association with Farmina Pet Foods 
and was hosted by Bhavneet Kaur, a 
nutritionist consultant with Farmina 

Pet Foods. In this event, there were 
two succeeding rounds of questions 
including some visual questions as 
well. It was a fun-fi lled interactive 
session imparting immense 
knowledge about our feline friends.

Another event organized on this 
occasion was named as ‘Cat – The 
Purrfect Companion’. It was put 
together by FCI in association with 
Whiskas and was presented by Utpal 
Tatu, professor at Indian Institute of 
Science and director of Pet Biotech. 
It was an interactive session with 
leading veterinary practitioners on 
the current scenarios of cats in India 
and its future.

This was followed by another live 
event ‘The Real Celebrities: Cats’. 
It was a live chat show with three 
popular celebrities named Jui 
Gadkari, Abhidnya Bhave, and Isha 
Keskar, who are cat parents as well. 
In this show, we got to know how 
their cats are the real celebrities at 
their homes. It was hosted by Saquib 
Pathan, key person behind the Feline 
Club of India.

Finally, the wait was over on August 
8, when ‘India’s 1st Virtual Cat Show’ 
came live. It was organized by FCI in 
association with Royal Canin. It had 

participants from all over the world 
showcasing their attractive feline 
furries. This virtual cat show was 
presided over by two judges – Mrs. 
Sandra AlSumait an English national 
who joined in from Kuwait and Mr. 
Pau Badia from Spain. The event was 
then concluded by announcing the 
winners of the cat show.

Last event organized in the league 
was on ‘CFA & The Cat Fancy in India’. 
It was a live interactive session 
hosted by Saquib Pathan with two 
renowned and honourable guests, 
Mr. Darrell Newkirk, President of Cat 
Fancier’s Aassociation, the largest 
registry of pedigree catsin the world 
since 1906 and Mr. Kenny Currle, 
Chairperson, Asia West & Africa/ 
Central & South America, which 
includes India too.

World Cat Day 2020 has been one 
of its kind, a memorable episode 
with all these live interactive shows 
organized by Feline Club of India. FCI 
consistently works for the betterment 
of cats in the country through series 
of conventions, registration drives, 
and Cat shows.

*  The author is Editor – Creature Companion 
Magazine

WORLD CAT DAY 2020 - FCI
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ADJUSTING TO 
NEW NORMAL
With an aim to cater to pet owners’ needs and 
to make pet parenting eff ortless, Just Dogs 
share their experience of the lockdown and 
how they adjusted to the new normal.

As the recent pandemic 
continues to spread globally, 
it has brought a standstill 

in lives and businesses of millions 
worldwide creating a drastic change 
in many sectors and affecting 
consumer behaviour as well. With 
only ‘essential items’ that have been 
made available online and offl ine 
since the nationwide lockdown 
began, topping the list were everyday 
items like grains, milk, medicines, 
and so on; and one important 
commodity was pet essential items 
and food.

Recognizing this need, Just Dogs, 
which is India’s #1 pet retail store 
with over 10,000 different varieties 

of products, decided to cater to their 
customers’ needs in this time of 
distress.

One of the biggest concerns was 
surrounding the confusion on 
availability of pet supplies and 
whether they were included in 
the ‘essential items’ list during 
the lockdown. So, with customers 
reaching out for their pets’ basic 
needs, the main goal for Just Dogs was 
to deliver to the pet care community 
not just in the form of tangible 
goods but also in terms of correct 
information and knowledge during 
these tough times. As most of the 
city was under lockdown, there was 
also a delay in supply of stock, which 

INDUSTRY INSIGHT www.creature-companions.in

JUST DOGS’ 
LOCKDOWN 
EXPERIENCE
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did cause panic amongst customers, 
but we ensured that they received 
their supplies on time. While most 
people were working from home, 
the sales team and delivery agents 
emerged as the real COVID warriors, 
delivering essentials to different 
households. They were dedicated to 
actively provide to their customers’ 
needs through home deliveries and 
in-store pickups while following 
all hygiene and safety measures 
ensured by WHO. At all stores, 
precautionary measures such as 
timely sanitization of every product, 
temperature checks, restricted 
entry of customers, and marked 
lines to maintain social distancing 
were followed. Since we take 
customer service very seriously, our 
E-commerce website justdogsstore.
com was available for online orders 
24x7 and we made sure that each 
and every customer received his 
supplies. We also made sure every 
order and product was sanitized and 
packaged appropriately to ensure 
safety.

The next important initiative by 
Just Dogs was to help spread correct 
information in the pet community. 

From talking about ways to take 
care of your pets during lockdown to 
engaging with the audience through 
digital media and online events, Just 
Dogs was actively a part of every 
pet parent’s go-to place for tips. 
Various Instagram and Facebook 
live sessions with industry experts 
like trainers, veterinarians, and 
groomers were conducted to provide 
helpful tips and to answer queries 
of pet owners. They also made use 
of their vast digital media presence 
to spread correct information on 
social topics like how pets do not 
cause coronavirus and also on how, 
individually, we can reach out to help 
in feeding the strays. 

To lighten the atmosphere, Just 
Dogs came up with an initiative 
and teamed up with other brands to 
organize a virtual pet party called ‘Pet 
Social’, where aim of the event was to 
let owners bond with their pets and 

enjoy an evening full of learning, 
laughter, and fun interactions. 
Hosted by a professional actor, 
the event started off with various 
engaging games and moved on 
to an informative session by an 
international speaker where he spoke 
about the importance of nutrition in 
a pet’s diet. Next, it was time for some 
laughter and the attendees geared 
up for comedian Sahil Shah, who 
entertained the audience with some 
amazing perspectives about the 
hooman-pet relationship. Overall, 
with over 100 participants, two hours 
of complete fun and learning, ‘Pet 
Social’ was a perfect success.

From taking all measures to recover 
from the impact and adapt to the 
new normal to encouraging people to 
spend more time with their pets, we 
can say that Just Dogs successfully 
spread their message of love and 
care throughout the pet community.

THE NEXT IMPORTANT INITIATIVE BY JUST DOGS 
WAS TO HELP SPREAD CORRECT INFORMATION 
IN THE PET COMMUNITY.

INDUSTRY INSIGHT



TELL US THE STORY BEHIND INCEPTION OF YOUR 
VENTURE 'PAPA PAWSOME'. YOU ALWAYS MENTION 
ABOUT YOUR GOLDEN RETRIEVER, AURUM. WHAT 
ROLE DID HE PLAY IN FORMATION OF 'PAPA 
PAWSOME'?

It all started in 2017 because of Aurum. He developed a kidney 
issue and we had to take his utmost care. So we were looking 
for a natural and effective paw cream as he was having cracked 
paws. There were no paw creams available in the market at that 
point of time. As our primary business is of pharmaceutical 
machinery manufacturing, so we decided to formulate our own 
Paw cream. Once we were able to do that, we shared it with our 
friends and relatives; it turned out to be really good. 

So this way, we embarked upon journey of indentifying more 
such gaps in the Indian pet market. We took a couple of months 
to do more research on that and then introduced as range of 9 

Papa Pawsome, a brand offering natural 
grooming products for our pooches. 

Ms. Nishita Agarwal, Co-Founder of Papa 
Pawsome recently had a conversation with 
Ms. Priyanka Kaushal, Editor of Creature 
Companion Magazine in which she shared her 
insights on how they are strategizing to make 
Papa Pawsome, an innovative brand, mainly 
striving to solve the unmet needs of pets and 
pet parents in the most natural way possible. 
Following are a few snippets from their 
conversation…

INDUSTRY SPEAK www.creature-companions.in

WE ALL KNOW HOW 
THE CONDITION OF 
OUR STREETIES HAS 
DETERIORATED DURING 
THIS PANDEMIC. SO WE 
DECIDED TO DO OUR 
BIT! WE PARTNERED 
WITH DONATEKART AND 
FORMED SMALL KITS. 
EACH KIT CONTAINS 
HYGIENE PRODUCTS, A 
SHAMPOO, FOOD BAG, 
AND RICE. IT COMES FOR A 
MINIMAL PRICE OF RS. 650 
AND CAN SUFFICE A DOG 
FOR ALMOST A WEEK.
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INDUSTRY SPEAKS

range of aromatherapy massage oils. 
We want to emphasize on benefi ts 
of massage and how it improves the 
coat and entire behaviour of pets.

INTRODUCE US TO THE 
PHILANTHROPIC SIDE 
OF PAPA PAWSOME. IT 
HAS PARTNERED WITH 
DONATEKART. WHAT IS THE 
MOTIVE AND VISION BEHIND 
THIS STEP?

This initiative is for our stray buddies. 
We all know how the condition of our 
streeties has deteriorated during this 
pandemic. So we decided to do our bit! 
We partnered with Donatekart and 
formed small kits. Each kit contains 
hygiene products, a shampoo, food 
bag, and rice. It comes for a minimal 
price of Rs. 650 and can suffi ce a dog 
for almost a week.

We have partnered with various NGOs 
across the country. People can visit 
our website (https://papa-pawsome.
donatekart.com/) and click on the 
link.  It’ll rout them to a webpage 
where they can select number of kits 
they want to donate. Our target is to 
reach a number of 1000 and we have 
already crossed 500 since we started 
this campaign. Once we gather a 
particular number of kits, we will 
distribute them to different NGOs 
according to their requirements. All 
the photos and live feedback from 
NGOs will be shared with the donors 
as a token of thanks. We want to 
maintain complete transparency.

PAPA PAWSOME WAS 
ESTABLISHED IN 2017. YOU 
HAVE COMPLETED 3 YEARS 
IN THIS BUSINESS. HOW DO 
YOU THINK THE PLACE OF 
GROOMING PRODUCTS HAS 
EVOLVED IN THE INDIAN 
PET INDUSTRY OVER THIS 
PERIOD? 

products like a serum and a healing 
cream for tangling issues and small 
scratches, respectively.

Finally, the proper functioning of 
our venture started in 2019, before 
that it was more of formulation and 
development of products

HOW DID YOU COME UP 
WITH THIS NAME FOR YOUR 
VENTURE?

We wanted Aurum to be its core 
as it was because of him that we 
started with this venture. In India, 
pet parenting has become more like 
human parenting, but unfortunately, 
enough knowledge is not available. 
There are a lot of things that pet 
parents need to understand. We 
wanted to make Papa Pawsome to be 
a brand that would help pets and pet 
parents to connect well.

Considering this, we thought of 
making Aurum, the ‘Papa’, a fatherly 
fi gure, who gives good advice. Since 
he was awesome, so does the name 
stands, ‘Papa Pawsome’! We wanted 
Papa to be cool, so logo of our venture 
depicts a golden retriever as Aurum 
with his glares on.

WHAT KIND OF PRODUCT 
RANGE AND VARIETY PAPA 
PAWSOME HAS, TO OFFER TO 
ITS CUSTOMERS? HOW DO 
YOU THINK YOUR PRODUCTS 
MAKE YOU STAND OUT 
IN TODAY'S COMPETITIVE 
MARKET?

Right now, idea is not to compete or 
stand out, but we strive at solving 
problems and needs of pets and 
pet parents and this garners our 
complete focus.

Currently, we are having:

Silicon free Serum

Ayurvedic certifi ed Healing cream 

Shampoo, which is Sulphate and

Paraben free; Pawcream, which was 
the fi rst product formulated by us.

Recently, we have also introduced a 
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This industry, on a whole, is 
becoming very dynamic. The kind 
of growth that we would see in any 
conventional industry within 5-7 
years plan, we are noticing it in our 
Indian pet industry almost within a 
year or two.

As for grooming category is 
concerned, there has been a lot of 
awareness amongst customers. They 
have come a long way from using 
ordinary/basic shampoo, which they 
weren’t even aware was good or bad 
for their dogs, to now demanding for 
natural products for their pooches. 
So, defi nitely, customer preferences 
have evolved over this period.

In terms of products, new categories 
are being introduced in the market. 
Earlier in the name of grooming, only 
shampoos were available, but now 
we can also see products for Dental 
Hygiene, for cleaning and enhancing 
shine of their coats etc.

So, the grooming category is growing 
at a faster pace than expected.

www.creature-companions.in

but also to be available to the retailers. 
This is because in the pet market, 
a veterinarian and pet store owner 
are the two ‘easy to go’ people for pet 
parents to get knowledge about the 
products. So it is imperative to have 
products available in retail stores.

Challenges: Indian pet market is 
evolving and we do not have clear 
regulations in place. For example, 
we do not have a certifying body 
specifi cally formed for authorizing 
pet products. We feel there is a need 
to have a separate regulatory and 
certifying body for pet products as 
well.

Second challenge to talk about is 
faith of customers on imported 
products. Perception of people is 
such that if a product is imported, 
it’ll be good. We feel that even if we 
produce better quality products, still 
due to this perception of people we 
have to face bias at every step.

Indian pet market is evolving and 
lately we have seen a change in 
customer preferences as well, but 
still there is a long way to go!

DO YOU HAVE ANY PLANS 
TO LAUNCH BREED SPECIFIC 
PRODUCTS?

Right now, we are working more 
on coat specifi c rather than breed 
specifi c products. We have pets with 
different types of coats, such as long, 
short, wired, drop coat etc. So we 
formulate products as per the coat 
type of pets. 

WHICH MOBILE APPLICATION 
DO YOU USE THE MOST?

WhatsApp – It is very handy mobile 
application for communication, data 
transfer etc. So it makes things easier 
for us.

INDIAN PET MARKET 
IS EVOLVING AND WE 
DO NOT HAVE CLEAR 

REGULATIONS IN 
PLACE. FOR EXAMPLE, 

WE DO NOT HAVE 
A CERTIFYING 

BODY SPECIFICALLY 
FORMED FOR 

AUTHORIZING PET 
PRODUCTS. 

HOW DO YOU RETAIL 
YOUR PRODUCTS? WHAT 
CHALLENGES DID YOU FACE 
WHILE MOVING AHEAD IN 
THIS JOURNEY?

Right now we have presence in 10 
cities across 150 retail stores. Our 
idea is not just to be a digital brand 
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Strays and 
Keeping Pets in India
Important Rules and 
Guidelines
By Darshak Shah*

Feeding
DID YOU KNOW?
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*  Author is an avid animal lover and rescuer from 
Mumbai. He has been into rescues and treatments 
for past 10 years. He works as a content writer 
and website designer for an NGO named ‘Helping 
Hands for Animals’.

www.creature-companions.in

With apartment complexes 
becoming the norm and 
more and more activists 

and residents actively engaging in 
taking care of their pets and stray 
dogs, it becomes important for people 
to understand their duties, rights, 
and responsibilities for the welfare of 
their pets and their neighbours. 

Residents often fi nd letters taped 
to their apartment's notice boards 
that delegate (extremely weird) 
laws related to pet dog owners, 
residents, pets, street dogs, and end 
up submitting to it mostly because 
they're unaware of the by-laws or 
guidelines already in place. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE ONES WHO 
TAKE CARE OF STREET DOGS
Now there are many who take care of 
the ownerless, stray dogs selfl essly 

- they often feed them leftovers or 
prepare food for them, offer them 
warm dog clothes in winters and 
silently take care of them.

Even if the Indian Constitution 
advises peaceful coexistence among 
all creatures and lists it as one of our 
Fundamental Duties [Article 51(g)] 
to show compassion to all living 
creatures, things are not as simple as 
they look! 

To let you know what by-laws are in 
place, I have rounded some guidelines 
passed by the Animal Welfare Board 
of India:

1.  Those who take care of street dogs 
are also advised to participate in 
their sterilization and to assist 
animal welfare organizations in 
taking good care of their health.

2. Care-givers are advised not to 
feed street dogs near residences 
that do not belong to them, places 
immediately adjacent to areas 
in which children play, areas in 
which people take walks or in 
places that are generally crowded.

3. Care-givers cannot be forced 
to control the defecation habits 
of strays but are advised to 
participate in it.

4. They are also advised to keep 
a record of sterilization of dogs 
and share the information with 
residents.

GUIDELINES FOR PET DOG 
OWNERS LIVING IN SOCIETY 
APARTMENTS
Pet owners often fi nd themselves 
in confl ict with other residents in a 
society when it comes to their pets. 
To clarify, here are some guidelines 
for pet owners and other residents of 
the society:

1.  Pet owners rightly can consider 
their pets as family members but 
they have to ensure their pets 
don't cause inconvenience to 
others. 

2.  No Residents’ Welfare Association 
has a right to ban residents from 
keeping pets in their apartments, 
not even by getting a majority vote 
in the society with help of other 
tenants or residents. Doing so is a 
violation of the law.

 3. Barking, which is a natural form 
of expression of a dog, has to be 
tolerated in a society. Pet owners 
must make an effort to keep their 
dogs quiet, especially during night 
hours.

4. If pet owners abide by the 
municipal laws regarding pets 
then no civic body has a right to 
ban pets or their owners from the 
society.

5. No pets can be banned from lifts. 
No ban or special charges can be 
imposed on pet owners for using 
lifts with their pets.

6. Leashing the dog is advisable (but 
not compulsory) when the dog is 
taken out for walks. It will make 
people around feel safe. Leashing 
also ensures safety of the pet from 
being run over by vehicles.

7. Even if Residents' Welfare Asso-
ciation cannot impose fi ne on any 
pet owners who do not clean their 
pet's excreta, they can request 
pet owners to clean up after their 
dogs defecate in order to maintain 
cleanliness in the society.
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YOU KNOW?

DOGS
1 Your dog's whiskers help him 'see' 

in the dark.
It is not his night vision or a super 
power that helps him see in the dark! 
His whiskers pick up on even subtle 
changes in air currents, providing 
your pup with information about 
the size, shape, and speed of things 
nearby. This allows your dog to better 
sense approaching danger or prey, 
even at night.

2 Dogs can be trained to detect 
cancer in humans.

Yes it’s true! Dogs can be trained to 
detect cancer in humans. Cancerous 
cells release different metabolic 
waste products than healthy cells 
in human body. Dogs may even be 
able to sniff out cancer cells simply 
through smelling someone's breath.

DID 3 Chow Chows and Shar-Peis are 
the breeds that have blue-black 

tongues.

4 The Norwegian Lundehund is the 
only dog with six toes on each 

foot.

5 Dogs have wet noses because it 
helps to absorb scent chemicals.

Noses secrete mucus. The inner 
lining of dog's nose contains special 
glands that produce mucus to keep 

the nasal canals moist. 
A thin layer of 

mucus clings to 
the nostrils, 

e n h a n c i n g 
a b s o r p t i o n 
of scent 
c h e m i c a l s 
a n d 
improving the 

dog's ability to 
smell.

DID YOU KNOW?
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6 Dogs have a sense of time. 
If conditioned to, they can predict 

future events, such as their regular 
walk times.

7  Stray dogs in Russia have learned 
how to ride the complex subway 

system, and get off at specifi c stops 
in search of food.

8 Dogs have three eyelids
Their third lid is called 'haw' 

or nictitating membrane, and it's 
responsible for keeping the eye 
protected and lubricated.

11 A 'Greyhound' can beat a 
Cheetah in a 'long distance 

race'!
According to 'Psychology Today', 
Greyhounds are excellent long 
distance runners and can 
keep a speed of 35mph for up 
to 7 miles. Where the Cheetah 
is incredibly fast, it can only 
keep its speed for around 200-
300 yards, so they may have the 
running start but it would soon be 
surpassed by a Greyhound.

13 Dogs are direct descendants 
of wolves, There are about 400 

million dogs in the world.

14 Dogs have more than twelve 
separate muscles that control 

the movement of their ears.
While some humans do have the 
unique ability to wiggle their ears, 
human ears generally don't move 
independently. Dogs, 
however, have over 
a dozen muscles 
in their ears 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 
for movement, 
allowing them to 
tilt, turn, raise and 
lower their ears.

12 All puppies are born Deaf.
Until they are able to see and 

hear, puppies rely on their sense of 
smell to fi nd their mom.

www.creature-companions.in

9 Just like human fi ngerprints, no 
dog's nose prints are alike!

10 Dogs can be taught to count 
and solve simple math 

problems.
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CAT

1 Cats can 
jump upto 

six times their 
length.

4 The record for longest cat ever is 
48.5 inches.

The longest domestic cat ever was 
Mymains Stewart Gilligan (aka 
Stewie) at 123 cm (48.5 in) long.

5 The oldest cat in the world was 38 
years old.

Creme Puff, a domestic cat, owned by 
Jake Perry of Austin, Texas, was the 
oldest cat ever recorded, according 
to the 2010 edition of Guinness World 
Records, when she died aged 38 years 
and 3 days.

2 You must’ve heard of monkeys 
and dogs in space, but did you 

know that a cat braved this unknown 
too?
On October 18, 1963, Felicette, also 
known as 'Astrocat' was the fi rst and 
only cat to go to space.

3 Cats can make over 100 different 
sounds. 6 There are cats that have more 

than 18 toes. 
These extra digit felines are referred 
to as being ‘polydactyl’.

7 The fi rst cat video ever was 
recorded in July, 1894. 

It is called 'The Boxing Cats'. It was 
made at Thomas Edison's Black 
Maria Studio in West Orange, N.J.

8 Cats can rotate their ears 180 
degrees!

9 Cats are believed to be the 
only mammals who don't taste 

sweetness.

DID YOU KNOW?
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10 The Ancient Egyptians would 
shave off their eyebrows when 

their cats died.
This shows the real love of the 
ancient Egyptians towards the Cats.

11 Cats can Heal Bones.
Frequencies of 20–30 hertz are 

helpful in speeding healing process 
of bone injuries. Cat's purr vibrations 
ranging from 20 to 140 hertz can help 
heal soft tissue injuries to ligaments, 
tendons, and muscles.

12 A cat was the Mayor of an 
Alaskan town for 20 years.

Stubbs was the honourary feline 
mayor of the Alaska town of 
Talkeetna.

13 Cats use their long tails for 
balance which is why they 

sometimes display such impressive 
acrobatics.
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VEGAN 
PUMPKIN 
DOG 
TREATS
By Priyanka Kaushal*

Veganism is not just an eating 
pattern or a choice of food, but 
a lifestyle having rationale 

behind whatever we decide to eat. 
When one goes vegan, he chooses 
not to consume dairy, eggs, or any 
other products of animal origin, in 
addition to refraining from meat, as 
vegetarians do. Currently, Veganism 
is defi ned as a way of living, which 
attempts to exclude all forms of 
animal exploitation and cruelty, be it 
in the form of food, clothing, or any 
other thing. Now that we have spoken 
about excluding animal cruelty, those 
who do not want their pooches also 
to consume non-vegetarian food, are 
often left with very meagre options to 
choose from. Don’t be disheartened, 
we have brought a homemade recipe 
for you, which is completely vegan 
and safe for your furry friends.

WHY TO OPT FOR MAKING 
HOMEMADE DOG TREATS?
•  You know exactly what ingredients 

they’ll be made of!
•  They’re comparatively cheaper
•  You can customize it in accordance 

with what your puppy likes!

SUPER SECRET INGREDIENTS:
•  Pumpkin puree – Homemade or 

canned with only pumpkin as the 
ingredient. Pumpkin is actually 
really good for dogs because it’s 
nutrients rich!

PET TREATS
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•  Peanut butter – Not only humans 
but their puppers too go crazy for 
this ingredient. Make sure to use 
one that has only peanut butter as 
the ingredient!

•  Flax Meal – It helps in maintaining 
healthy skin and coat.

•  Oat fl our (made from gluten free 
rolled oats) – To be used as a base. 
It is fi ber rich and is a good option 
for gluten sensitive dogs.

•  And some Cinnamon is optional; 
however, it helps with their breath.

Yes, with just these four ingredients 
you are good to go! Hard to believe 
but true…

Let us make you believe.

FOLLOWING IS THE RECIPE OF 
MAKING VEGAN PUMPKIN DOG 
TREATS:
You need to combine all 
aforementioned ingredients together 
and then one simple thing you need 
to do is follow the steps of making 

conventional dog biscuits i.e. roll out 
the dough and cut it into cookies. 
(Cookie cutters are easily available 
in the market). After cutting a 
considerable number of cookies out 
of your dough, you can bake them 
as you would do in case of regular 
cookies. The longer they bake, the 
crispier the cookies get but make 
sure not to burn them. 

NOW LET’S SEE… HOW TO STORE 
THESE VEGAN PUMPKIN DOG 
TREATS
As these dog treats hardly contain 
any preservatives, they will last 
for about a week when kept in 
refrigerator and for about three 
months, if kept in freezer.

SUPER EASY! ISN’T IT? 
Do try this recipe at home to reward 
your beloved pets. If you recreate 
this recipe, then share pictures 
of your super treats with us at 
creaturecompanion@lbassociates.
com or post your pictures on 
instagram and tag us @creature_
companion. Your vegan treats may 
get a chance to get displayed on 
our page and will surely deserve a 
mention in our succeeding edition. 

* The author is Editor- Creature Companion Magazine 
 Recipe Source - okonomikitchen.com

 

AFTER CUTTING 
A CONSIDERABLE 

NUMBER OF 
COOKIES OUT OF 

YOUR DOUGH, YOU 
CAN BAKE THEM 
AS YOU WOULD 
DO IN CASE OF 

REGULAR COOKIES. 
THE LONGER THEY 

BAKE, THE CRISPIER 
THE COOKIES GET 
BUT MAKE SURE 

NOT TO BURN THEM.

www.creature-companions.in



54 Creature Companion | AUGUST 2020 • VOL. XIII • ISSUE 7 • NOIDA 

DO WE ADOPT THEM OR 
THEY ADOPT US?

I often wonder whether we adopt 
pets or they adopt us. I somehow 
got on to a conclusion that they 

adopt us. Yes! It might look as we 
are the ones adopting them, but in 
reality, they are the ones who accept 
us more than we do. They always 
put themselves in a place where 
anything they come across and 
whatever we throw at them, they will 
accept it happily. They don't know or 
rather I should say they don't do any 
discrimination. They accept each and 
every one of us, the way we are! 

I tend to recall one such incident, 
where a human was petrifi ed by a dog 
and it was the dog who was trying his 
best way possible to let that person 
know that he is not harmful. He did 
nothing else but stayed quiet and just 
kept hovering around without sniffi ng 
or licking. It took him nearly 3–4 hrs 
to make that person comfortable and 
all he was trying to do was, with every 
passing hour, he was just trying to get 
close bit by bit, and fi nally during the 
5th hour, he came and sat right next 
to him. By this time, even the guy had 
started petting him. When he was 
about to leave, Mac (dog) stared at 
him with a heavy heart as if two best 
friends were parting their ways. After 
few days, MC (human) again came to 
the house and I happened to be there. 
Mac didn't jump on him; instead he 
went and sat in a corner. It was only 
when he was called that he got up 
and came near MC. For the fi rst time, 
I saw MC being relieved and being so 
comfortable around Mac. From that 

day onwards till this day, all I get to 
hear about is how MC got gifts for 
Mac. Now both of them seem to be 
inseparable. 

This incident turned out to be a kind 
of incident where I understood that 
how adaptable and patient dogs are. 
They tend to harm you only when 
you scare them; or else, they won't 
do anything. A refl ection on all the 
things we have done in life – the 
more we fi ddle, the more it comes 
back and hit us hard. 

Another such incident was where 
a dog was petrifi ed by human or 
human touch because she was being 
tortured and was forced to mate a 
couple of times so that humans can 
earn money by selling its puppy. I got 
to know about this and I vigorously 
started following up on this story. 

Somehow, this was being termed as 
normal and was not being given the 
required attention and importance, 
so I got in touch with someone from 
an NGO and we started working 
together.  I happened to visit that dog 
but she was so petrifi ed that I tried to 
keep up my distance but she being 
in pain, it was so diffi cult for me to 
hold on to myself and stop myself 
from not helping that dog. We started 
IV drips and mixed sole medicine so 
that she can have sound sleep and 
along with that we were trying to feed 
her milk. Then we got to know that 
she wasn't just traumatized but she 
was even dragged to a place where 
she was not allowed to meet anyone 
and was never given food on time. 
We started with little things, from 
making her comfortable to feeding 
her after frequent intervals, so that 
she has the strength to get up and 
walk. It took us nearly 45 days to win 
her trust so that she can allow us to 
go near her and we can start working 
on all the things that were needed. It 
took nearly 6 months for her to stand 
on her feet; by that time we gave her 
a name and had started calling her 
‘Star’. She literally became a star of 
our universe. From being petrifi ed to 
sleeping on a humans lap, Star had 
come a long way, which seemed next 
to impossible in the initial phase. 
Humans were the ones who put her 
in that situation and humans were 
the ones who took her out of it. 

It all comes down to just one thing… 
Acceptance is the key to move ahead!

By Prachi Jain*

*  The author is a marketer by profession. For her, 
writing is like a happy and safe place, where 
she knows she can write whatever she wants! 
Being an avid writer, reader, and cinephile, she 
has often found herself shuffl  ing between books, 
diary, and movies.

STORY TIME
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By Prathima Pingali*

To be very honest, I didn’t quite 
understand the importance 
of ‘good’ photography in 

adoption, until I did a photoshoot of a 
litter of 8 indie pups!

The story goes like this...

A malnourished, battered dog was 
found scurrying across Kemps 
Corner. Poor thing was so scared, 
trying to run across the main road. 
Not too far away, a kind wonderful 
human being, Aditi and her mother 
saw her struggling and were able 
to lure the dog into their compound 

with some biscuits. The dog was 
weary but enticed by the smell of 
food, slowly followed the mother-
daughter duo. They fed her food, after 
which, they came to know that the 
dog was pregnant.

They knew that it was their 
responsibility to take care of her and 
help her get her babies adopted. Not 
long after, she got a name - Biscuit!

Biscuit developed a relationship with 
Aditi and her mom rather quickly! 
After all that they had done for her, she 
knew that she could trust them. They 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography

Too often, we underestimate the importance and 
power of good photos. You see a photograph of a 
dog, stranded in Bombay fl oods and it makes your 
heart wrench, it makes you want to do something. 
The photos that I am talking about may not be as 
serious or deep in meaning, but they defi nitely 
matter. I have been photographing streeties that have 
been rescued for a while now and can assure you 
that great photos make a big diff erence in helping 
them get adopted and fi nding their forever homes. 

ADITI AND HER MOM ARE 
WONDERFUL, WARM 

HEARTED AND SELFLESS 
PEOPLE BECAUSE OF 

WHOM BISCUIT AND HER 
BABIES' LIVES CHANGED! 
IF IT WEREN'T FOR THEM, 
THESE ADORABLE LITTLE 
PUPS BELOW WOULDN'T 

HAVE SURVIVED!
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made all the preparations necessary 
to make Biscuit comfortable for 
her birth, including building her a 
whelping box in her favourite place 
in the house. 

Every day was another day closer 
to the birth. Biscuit decided that 
her favourite cozy little space of 
her own was the corner of the 
offi ce. She gave birth, just as Aditi 
and her mom reached offi ce in the 
morning. She waited for them to 
arrive and delivered all 8 puppies 
beautifully, exactly 5 minutes after 
they reached! 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY



She showed herself to be one hell of 
a kickass mom right from the start!

Aditi and her mom are wonderful, 
warm hearted and selfl ess people 
because of whom Biscuit and her 
babies' lives changed! If it weren't 
for them, these adorable little pups 
below wouldn't have survived!

Now, without further ado, let me 
show you the photographs of these 
little puppers!

www.creature-companions.in

As sad as it is, Indies generally have a 
much lower adoption rate than other 
dogs. Since they aren't purebreds and 
most often than not, have a traumatic 
childhood, people fi nd it diffi cult to 
adopt them. 

BUT, the times that we're living 
in today, people are starting to 
understand that these same Indies 
are smart, resilient, and very 
entertaining. So let’s celebrate the 
fact that ALL EIGHT OF THESE 
PUPPIES GOT ADOPTED!



It’s been 6 months since these puppers have been 
adopted, and I often get updates about them. They 
are living their BEST LIVES! 

Huge open spaces to run in and families that 
shower and spoil them with love. As for Biscuit, 
she’s become the queen of her household.

She and her brother Mowgli have become 
inseparable! 

PET PHOTOGRAPHY

* Author is the owner and photographer at Pawparazzi. She has a bachelor's degree in fi lmmaking with a specialization in Photography. She started Pawparazzi in 2017 
and in July 2020, she was voted as one of the TOP 25 PET PHOTOGRAPHERS IN THE WORLD!
Website - www.pawparazzi.in 
Instagram - www.instagram.com/pawparazzi.petphotography/
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