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Where did the time go? It is hard to believe 2020 is coming to a close. This year has 
been a ‘Lockdown’ year, jeopardizing lives of many! Lockdown has affected the way 
we work, study, shop, and socialize. During these uncertain times, pets have been 
a lifesaver for many, providing companionship and consistency. Similar has been 
the influence of social media; it ensured physical distancing even while keeping 
one emotionally connected. Read how this strange but delightful combination of 
pets and social media makes our lives joyful and blissful in an engaging article by 
our editor Priyanka Kaushal. She lists a few popular social media pet influencers 
whose antics and frolics will make you fall head over heels in love with them!

Pets are fun to spend time with, but taking care of them is a huge responsibility. 
Anyone who has ever had a dog or a cat wishes just one thing — that he or she 
has a happy long life. As a pet parent you want to do everything you can to take 
care of your pet. In this issue, our writers introduce you to different facets of ‘pet 
care’. In her article, Sayli Rajadhyaksha, a profound animal behaviourist, gives you 
tips on how you can keep your pets calm during diwali. Leash pulling issue in 
dogs has been dealt with scrupulously by Ketan Panchal, who is an experienced 
dog trainer. Our columnist, Fatema Siamwala, popularly known as ‘Fats & Cats’ 
amongst her friends, enumerates various ways in which you can keep your cats 
engaged. When talking about pet care, pet grooming is a very essential facet; in 
this issue, we put down some striking pet spa benefits that’ll make you change 
your mind about professional pet grooming.

Maintaining their centuries-old tryst with the Indian subcontinent, migratory 
birds have started arriving here from far off lands to spend the winter months in 
relatively less harsh cold. Mild cold weather of the Indian subcontinent during 
winter is very comfortable for them, so most of the migratory birds choose it as 
their wintering ground; however, some of them are monsoon and summer visitors 
as well. Flight of these migratory birds is a marvel of navigation. This edition 
brings to you an interesting read on migratory birds of India put together 
by Asif Raja Khan, a bird enthusiast.

The industry speak section carries an engrossing narrative of Phelenx 
Healthcare’s founder duo, Darshan & Rucha Govani’s journey of bringing 
their collective experience of over a decade to form Phelenx Healthcare 
LLP. Along with this, this edition also features an enthralling 
interview of Priyadarshika, an ardent cat lover and parent of two, 
Tikerbell and Tiger, our ‘Pets of the Month’. 

We also feature appealing and intriguing articles on things you 
need to know while setting up your plantation aquarium, what 
your pooch is trying to communicate with you, ear infections 
in cats, must-have pictures/poses with your pets, how Just 
Dogs Foundation continues with its aim to provide care 
and support to stray cats and dogs, and some amazing 
unknown facts about pet animals.

Happy reading!
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NEWS INTERNATIONAL

Virtual Lecture Series to Focus on Efficacy of Service 
Dogs for Veterans with PTSD

Mexican Man Offers Shelter 
to Hundreds Of Animals 
During The Hurricane Delta

Walmart Makes Big 
Investment in Pet Category

Pup Mackenzie, Has Been 
Awarded ‘The Most Heroic Dog 
In America’

The Human Animal Bond Research 
Institute (HABRI) has launched a 

new virtual lecture series, sponsored 
by IDEXX. The series will feature 
varying topics that are centered 
around research on the health 
benefits of human-animal bond 
and the importance of veterinary 
medicine in strengthening human-
animal bonds. 

The first lecture, which was launched 
on Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11, focused 
on the efficacy of service dogs 

Walmart is expanding its full 
suite of pet offerings with 

the launch of Walmart Pet Care, a 
full-service, omnichannel pet care 
offering that aims to make holistic 
care easy, simple, and affordable for 
pet owners who shop at Walmart. 
The expansion includes Walmart 
Pet Insurance, an insurance solution 
offered in collaboration with pet 
insurance provider Petplan. Walmart 
customers can save up to 10 percent 
on their policies and can sign-up 
for an insurance plan that provides 
coverage for veterinary fees due to 
accident, injury or illness, including 
chronic and hereditary conditions. 
Walmart Pet Care will also include 
new pet sitting and dog walking 
services through Rover, a website 
and an app that provides access to 
trusted neighbourhood care. 

The most heroic dog in America 
has been declared! MacKenzie, 

a Chihuahua who weighs only 4 
pounds, was named the country's 
‘most heroic canine’ over 407 canine 
competitors at the American Humane 
Hero Dog Awards: 10th Anniversary 
Celebration hosted by Carson 
Kressley on the Hallmark Channel.

The American Humane Hero Dog 
Awards were created to honour some 

As someone who has always 
loved animals, even over 

people, Ricardo Pimentel 
didn't hesitate in choosing to 
shelter hundreds of them when 
Hurricane Delta neared Mexico's 
Yucatan Peninsula. His shelter, 
called Tierra de Animales (Land 
of Animals), was boarded up—so 
ironically, his home ended up 
being exactly that! Local residents 
offered to clean up the damage 
of the shelter to follow up on his 
charitable actions. It seems many 
were inspired. Thanks to what he 
did, all of the animals survived the 
wrath of Hurricane Delta.

for veterans with post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) and featured 
Marguerite E. O’Haire, Ph.D., associate 
professor at Center for the Human-
Animal Bond at Purdue University’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine.

Petmate Helps Pets Find Forever Homes

Petmate is collaborating with Adopt-a-Pet.com, a nonprofit pet adoption 
website, to help pets in need find their forever homes. As such, Petmate 

will host an Adopt-a-Pet.com shelter pet search on the Petmate website to 
provide additional opportunities for shelter animals to get in front of potential 
adopters. Adopt-a-Pet.com helps more than 19,000 animal shelters, humane 
societies, SPCAs, pet rescue groups, and pet adoption agencies advertise their 
homeless pets for free to millions of adopters a month.

of the world’s most extraordinary 
heroes. Winner was chosen through 
a combination of public votes and 
a panel of celebrity animal lovers, 
including Jamie Chung, Erik Estrada, 
Danielle Fishel, Daniel Henney, 
Wendi McLendon-Covey, Marcus 
Scribner, Alexa and Carlos PenaVega, 
and Ariel Winter.
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Social Media Star Doug 
the Pug Snags New 
Licensing Partners

America’s Top Dog Model Releases ‘Pup Star’ 2021 Calendar

Tiki Cat Relaunches Born 
Carnivore Dry Food Line

10 Shelter Dogs Get 
Makeover with Wahl’s 
Dirty Dogs Contest

V-planet Extends International 
Reach with New Partnerships

Doug the Pug, dubbed a social 
media superstar with its 18 

million followers, has taken on six 
new licensing partners: Bare Tree 
Media, Customized Personalized 
Products, Fathead, Inkology, Komar 
Kids, and Mighty Mojo Toys. 
Remarkable Brands, a licensing 
and branding agency in New York, 
headed the multi-year agreements. 
In addition, Doug the Pug will take 
to the big screen in his first feature 
film ‘Connected’ from Sony Pictures 
Animation.

The ‘Pup Star’ 2021 calendar 
is now available through 

America’s Top Dog Model. The Boca 
Raton, Fla.-based lifestyle brand 
holds a dog-modelling competition 
annually where finalists have the 

Tiki Cat has relaunched its Born 
Carnivore dry food line with 

new formulas that are 100% GMO-
free, while offering the high animal 
protein-based, low-carbohydrate diet 
that felines require and derive from 
their natural prey. Appealing to cats’ 
carnivorous cravings, Tiki Cat Born 
Carnivore baked kibble is made with 
real chicken, turkey, herring and/
or salmon and is available in three 
delicious flavours – Chicken & Egg, 
Herring & Salmon and Chicken & 
Herring – as well as Light (turkey) 
and Kitten (chicken) varieties.

Wahl Pet Products, a division 
of Wahl Clipper Corp. in 

Sterling, Ill., once again partnered 
with nonprofit group Greater Good 
Charities for the annual Dirty Dogs 
Contest. Now in its ninth year, the 
contest aimed to demonstrate the 
power of grooming while supporting 
dog adoption. Wahl Pet Products and 
Greater Good Charities have named 

Pet owners in South Korea can now purchase v-planet’s vegan dog food 
products. The availability is made possible through a partnership with 

Dream Pet Foods Co. Ltd. V-planet’s kibble is available in two sizes, with mini 
bites for small dogs and larger bites for medium and large dogs. 

V-planet has also expanded into Western Canada through a partnership with 
Vegan Supply, a vegan e-commerce site providing one-stop shopping for a 
variety of vegan products. Vegan Supply ships to anywhere on the West Coast 
of Canada, and they will also offer v-planet products through their in-store 
locations in Vancouver Chinatown and South Surrey.

www.creature-companions.in
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Scruffy as the winner of America’s 
Top Shelter Dog Makeover in the 2020 
Dirty Dogs Contest. By spotlighting 
the influence grooming can have 
on dog adoption, and awarding the 
contest winners with grant money, 
officials hope more dogs will find 
forever homes.

chance to appear in a calendar. 
This year, finalists were selected for 
their winning style, star qualities, 
training, charities and best thought 
out photographic portrayal of the 
contest theme ‘Pup Stars’.



12 Creature Companion | NOVEMBER 2020 • VOl. XIII • IssuE 10 • NOIda 

Chewy Expands Pharmacy 
Business

NAVC’s VMX 2021 Will 
Now Take Place in June

Chewy is expanding its 
Pharmacy (Rx) business to now 

offer compounded medications that 
are customized to the specific needs 
of pets. In addition to the existing 
broad selection of pharmacy 
products, this compounded offering 
from Chewy provides pet owners 
the ability to order customized, 
pharmaceutical grade, prescription 
medications that meet their pets’ 
unique needs that cannot be 
fulfilled by commercially available 
alternatives. Chewy Pharmacy’s 

The North American Veterinary 
Community (NAVC) has changed 

the dates of its annual VMX: 
Veterinary Meeting & Expo from 
Jan. 16-20 to June 5-9, 2021. VMX 
2021 will take place in-person at the 
Orange County Convention Center in 
Orlando, Fla., as well as online. VMX 
is where members of the veterinary 
community gather each year to 
learn from and engage with the 
world’s most renowned veterinary 
professionals, explore its award-
winning expo hall and network with 
colleagues.

Pet Supplies Plus and 
Natural Balance Make 
Donation to Patriot PAWS 
Service Dogs

Lightspeed Launches 
Subscription Module

Chewy Unveils Telehealth Vet Service

In an effort to help raise awareness 
about the incredible and positive 

impact pets have on active and 
former military servicemen and 
women, Pet Supplies Plus and Natural 
Balance made a $50,000 donation to 
Patriot PAWS Service Dogs. During 
the month of November, a portion of 
the proceeds from Natural Balance 

Montreal-based Lightspeed has 
launched a new subscription-

based offering that allows retailers 
using Lightspeed Payments in 
North America to collect recurring 
revenue through their point-of-sale 
system. The new offering, called 
Lightspeed Subscriptions, is aimed to 
give retailers the tools to set up and 
manage recurring monthly billing, 
which can come from shipping 
monthly packages or collecting 
membership fees. The new solution 
is intended to handle the process 
of payment collection for in-store 
retailers. The product is an add-on 
module to Lightspeed Retail and can 
be set up and managed from within 
Lightspeed’s existing POS platform.

Chewy is launching a new 
telehealth service, called 

‘Connect With a Vet’, that allows pet 
owners and veterinarians to leverage 
the company’s proprietary tele-triage 
platform to preserve continuous 
veterinarian care and support amidst 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

With this service, Chewy is making 
it possible for pet owners to connect 
directly with a licensed veterinarian 

products purchased at any of the 
500-plus Pet Supplies Plus locations 
contributed to the donation. The 
funds will help the organization 
provide service dogs, at no cost, to 
disabled American veterans with 
mobile disabilities in order to help 
restore and maintain their physical 
and emotional stability.

NEWS INTERNATIONAL

compounding ingredients are 
sourced from U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA)-registered 
manufacturers and distributors, 
and all customized medications are 
prepared by licensed compounding 
pharmacists, to the specifications 
requested by the veterinarian. 
Customers can order from Chewy 
in the same way they do their other 
medications.

to get answers to some of the most 
commonly asked questions, to 
receive advice, discuss concerns 
they might have regarding the health 
and wellness of their pet, and even 
get referrals to their local vets or 
emergency clinics. The ‘Connect 
With a Vet’ tele-triage service was 
initially launched in Florida and 
Massachusetts in May, and Chewy 
has expanded it to more than 35 states 
with plans of offering it nationwide.



Five Canines Are Being 
Trained In Chennai To Join 
RPF In Kashmir

Pamper Your Pooch! A Pet Park Takes 
Shape In Anand

ITBP Gets 17 Canine Warriors To 
Join The K9 Squad

Woman Initiates A Campaign To Save 
Stray Animals From Road Accidents

Five Bakharwal-Dutch shepherds are being trained in 
Chennai to join the Railway Protection Force (RPF) in 

Kashmir. The Bakharwal-Dutch shepherds are known for 
their guarding instincts and are very courageous. These 
canines have been brought up purely on vegetarian food 
and are being trained to climb up and down a vertical 
ladder that is covered with fencing wire. The five canines 

The Rescue and Rehabilitation of Stray Animals (RRSA), 
a foundation that has been taking care of stray animals 

in Anand since 2016, has carved out a park in a 3000 square 
foot area from its animal shelter in Jol village on Bakrol-
Vadtol Road.  The foundation has set up this park to fund 
its own activities like rescuing injured, providing them 
treatment, medicines, food, and shelter. The pet parents 
will be charged a nominal entry fee after which their pets 
can enjoy series of activities.

17 new canine warriors joined the K9 team of the 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), as mother Olga 

and Oleshya gave birth to 17 Malinois pups at the ITBP’s 
elite National Training Centre for Dogs (NTCD) at Bhanu, 
Panchkula in Haryana. The mothers Olga and Oleshya 
belong to the Malinois breed and have assisted the US army 
in a number of their military operations. Both the mothers 
are warriors with the ITBP; they are counter- insurgency 
grid veterans and are now enjoying their motherhood at 
ITBP’s K9 centre.

Radhika Wakharkar, who runs an animal welfare NGO 
in Goa, has launched a campaign to save lives of 

helpless stray animals. Since Radhika is currently living 
in Kochi, she has joined hands with the Kochi Corporation 
to tie reflective collars on stray animals.

named Bullet, Blackie, Jackie, Oscar, and Jennie will soon 
join the RPF on the basis of trail.

In order to raise funds to purchase sufficient amount 
of collars, her team had launched this campaign on 
Instagram, titled CollarUpCochin. Her campaign has 
agreed to give 100 collars per month to the corporation, 
so that the vet surgeons can easily put these collars on 
animals. So far they have provided over 300 collars to the 
corporation.

NEWS NATIONAL www.creature-companions.in
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Brothers In Hyderabad 
Introduce Pet-Friendly 
Cab Service

Odisha Couple Celebrate 
Their Wedding By Feeding 
500 Stray Dogs In The City

Team Led By AIIMS-P Doc Devises Tool To Detect Covid In Pets

Animal Stay Booked After Dog Dies of Tick Infestation

In a huge relief to pet parents 
in Hyderabad, two owners of 

a pet shop have come up with a 
thoughtful venture — cab services 
for pets. The pet parents struggled 
to travel with their pets especially 
during emergency, which was a 
worst situation to be in. To ease the 
situation for such people, Panneeru 
Teja, along with his brother Panneeru 
Prithv, started the cab services. The 
duo also runs an animal rescue 
service called, Scoobies Pet Service 
for pets and stray dogs. The cab 
facility introduced by these brothers 
is pet friendly and has many perks to 
it. Their main motive is to make pets 
comfortable while travelling.

A couple celebrated their marriage 
by feeding 500 stray dogs in 

collaboration with an animal care 
group on their wedding day in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Eureka Apta 
and Joanna Wang got married in 
Bhubaneswar and their wedding 
treat was received by hundreds of 
stray dogs after the couple arranged 
special meals for around 500 dogs 
in Bhubaneswar. This initiative was 
conceived in collaboration with an 
animal care group, Animal Welfare 
Trust Ekamra.

Besides feeding the dogs, the 
newlywed couple made donations to 
the trust for an animal shelter that 
rescues animals in the city.

The state of Hyderabad in India was severely affected by floods caused 
due to untimely rain and a supposed cyclone. A school was on the verge 

of being submerged in floodwater. The rains had also affected hundreds of 
animals around the city. Animal rescuers witnessed some of the heart-
wrenching scenes where stray dog was stuck in between two rocks and a 
mother dog sat helplessly on a higher ground not wanting to escape the flood 
without its pup. Around 34 animals including pets, dogs, stray animals, bats, 
and snakes, were rescued by the volunteers. Animal Warriors Conservation 
Society (AWCS) is an animal welfare organization that has been actively 
involved in these rescue operations.

Scientists have come up with a software-based tool to predict susceptibility 
to Covid-19 in domestic and wildlife animals. Their research report was 

accepted for publication in the journal, ‘Zoo Biology’. This research was 
conducted under the umbrella of Etiologically Elusive Disorders Research 
Network. A team headed by Dr. Ashutoch Kumar of the anatomy department 
at All India Institute of Medical Sciences-Patna (AIIMS-P) conducted this 
research. In conversation with Times of India, Dr. Ashutosh stated that 
Coronavirus infects humans using a cell protein named ACE2. Hence, animals 
with ACE2 protein similar to human beings may also get affected by the virus. 
According to the report, cats and dogs become susceptible to Coronavirus if 
they live with an infected person in the same house. While cats can transmit 
the virus to the other cats, infected dogs are not likely to do so. However, other 
animals are not susceptible to this virus. 

Volunteers In Hyderabad Rescued 
Animals Stuck In Floodwater

NEWS NATIONAL

While leaving for Dubai, Shariq, a loving parent to Thor and Nova, Siberian 
Huskies, left them in a pet facility in Shamshabad. Unfortunately, Thor 

succumbed to tick infestations within a few months of his stay at the centre 
and Nova was recovered in a critical state. After Thor’s death, the boarding 
centre, called the Pet Care, has been accused of negligence and cruelty.
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Snowflake and Elk Collars and 
Leashes - West Paw presents 
Snowflake and Elk collars 
and leashes. The festive line 
is handcrafted with webbing 
made from recycled plastic bot-
tles. The collar comes in small, 
medium, and large. The prod-
ucts aim for durability, safety, 
comfort, and ease of care, with 
built-in features for quick con-
nections and sure handling. 
Visit westpaw.com

Love Dog Breed Plaques - SJT 
Enterprises presents Love Dog Breed 
Plaques. The plaques come in many 
different breeds and feature the 
artwork of Tomoyo Pitcher. They 
measure 8 in. by 11 in. The wood 
plaques are made in the USA, and a 
free floor display is available. Visit 
thousandsofsigns.com

Hanukkah Gelt Dog Treats - Lord 
Jameson’s Hanukkah Gelt Dog 
Treats have rich notes of naturally 
grown wild blueberries layered with 
hand-selected superfoods including 
fragrant coconut and purple carrots. 
The treats are all natural, organic, 
gluten free, non-GMO and vegan. 
Visit lordjameson.com

Merry Monster Dog Toy - West 
Paw’s Merry Monster dog toy is 
handcrafted with furry gray fabric, 
two embroidered eyes (so they stay 
in place) and a bright-red nose. The 
Montana-made toy is stuffed with 
eco-friendly IntelliLoft fiberfill, 
which is made completely from 
recycled plastic, and a squeaker. 
It measures 7 in. The seasonal dog 
toy is only available while supplies 
last. Visit westpaw.com

Royal Canin Urinary Care - 
Royal Canin presents Royal 
Canin Urinary Care, a feline 
care nutrition diet formulated 
to proactively maintain urinary 
health by promoting a healthy 
mineral content in the urine in 
healthy adult cats. The diet uses 
technology that incorporates pH 
and 10 different urinary ions. It 
is a good choice for healthy adult 
cats with an indoor or sedentary 
lifestyle. Visit royalcanin.com

New P roducts
LAUNCHED IN INTERNATIONAL MARKET

New Comfort Collection - Flexi’s New 
Comfort Collection features modern 
colours combined with light gray, 
bringing lightness to everyday life. 
Equipped with an ergonomic and 
adjustable handle (sizes M and L), it 
is extremely comfortable to carry. 
The made in Germany leash supports 
the dog’s natural urge to move and 
explore while maintaining safe 
control. Visit flexi-northamerica.com
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Healing Hemp Skin Repair Spray 
- TrueBlue Pet Products offers 
Healing Hemp Skin Repair Spray. 
The spray uses full-spectrum, 
organic cannabidiol (CBD) oil and 
other natural ingredients such 
as raspberry seed oil, coconut 
oil, and sunflower oil to soothe 
the skin, reduce itching and fight 
inflammation. Visit: truebluepets.
com

Solid Gold Bone Broth Stew - Solid 
Gold Pet’s Bone Broth Stew provides 
the nutrient-rich goodness of slow-
simmered bone broth in a 100 
percent human-grade stew filled 
with high-quality meats and hearty 
vegetables. Packed with nutritious 
superfoods and naturally occurring 
collagen, these stews promote gut 
health and overall immune support 
for pets. Visit: solidgoldpet.com

Gingerbread Dog Cane - Lord 
Jameson’s Gingerbread Dog 
Cane is a custom-made candy 
cane for dogs with the company’s 
signature gingerbread recipe. 
The organic treat is made with a 
combination of all-natural plant-
based superfoods including 
ginger, gluten-free oats, roasted 
peanut butter, and festive red, 
and green coconut shreds. Visit: 
lordjameson.com

Pumpkin Harvest Treats with 
Blueberry - Emerald Pet Products 
offers Pumpkin Harvest treats in 
Pumpkin with Blueberry. The plant-
based, oven-baked, low-fat treats are 
made using pumpkin puree as the 
first ingredient and do not contain 
any meat, poultry or fish proteins. The 
pumpkin-shaped treats are made in 
the USA with U.S. ingredients and 
are wheat, corn, dairy and soy free, 
making them the perfect solution 
for dogs with protein and ingredient 
sensitivities. Visit emeraldpet.com

Austin and Kat Functional Oils - 
Austin and Kat offers functional oils. 
Each of the unique blends contains 
a minimum of 450 mg of naturally 
occurring cannabidiol (CBD), along 
with an array of botanicals and 
adaptogens that elevate the powers of 
hemp. It is available in four different 
variants – Austin’s Active Recovery, 
Brady’s Senior Formula, Bailey’s No 
More Wiggles, and Bakko’s Get Up 
and Go. Visit: austinandkat.com

Brilliant Salmon Oil - Hofseth 
BioCare offers Brilliant Salmon 
Oil. Created for both dogs and 
cats, the heart-healthy oil gives 
pets glossy fur, softer paws, 
increased energy, and enhanced 
appetite. The human-grade, all-
natural product is 100 percent 
fresh Norwegian salmon oil. It 
contains no additives, no GMOs, 
and no antibiotics. The bottle is 
transparent and UV protected. 
Visit brilliantsalmonoil.com
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Tinkerbell 
And Tiger
Have you ever thought how it 
would be to have two cats as 
pets? This thought gives rise to 
a lot of questions in one’s mind... 
Not anymore! Meet Tinkerbell 
and Tiger, a wonderful loving 
duo that proved that two cats 
can be a family to each other. 
Priyadarshika, their human 
companion, shares with us their 
amazing journey full of love and 
care...

When did Tinkerbell and 
Tiger come in your life?

I spent my childhood in Calcutta, 
where I remember growing up in a 
house, with a lot of pets, cats and 
dogs, most of them rescued. It was the 
best part of my childhood – the bond I 
shared with them. My husband knew 
that I always missed having pets 
when I moved to Mumbai, so for my 
birthday, he decided to surprise me. 

I still can remember the day when I 
came back home from work, to find 
Tinkerbell and Tiger sitting near the 
Christmas tree, already playing with 
each other! Now that’s what you 
call a real Christmas surprise! The 
happiness was so overwhelming, 
especially to see that they settled 
right in, without any trouble. 

WhaT equaTion did 
Tinkerbell and Tiger 
share WiTh each oTher?

Tinkerbell was a diva right from the 
start; she was full of energy and was 
always trying to find new games to 
play. Tiger on the other hand was the 
perfect companion, with an easy-
going, laidback nature, who went 
along with her games! We realized, 
even while they were kittens, that 
they were quite a pair who were per-
fectly content with each other, while 
we were out for work. They would 
keep themselves busy with their 
own games. Anybody who met them 
would call them ‘made for each other’. 

There was this one time, when we 
had to take Tiger to the vet, Tinkerbell 
was rather distraught, she kept 

PET Of ThE MONTh www.creature-companions.in
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looking for him all over the house, 
calling him out, and crying till he 
got home. They were extremely fond 
of each other and had a wonderful 
rapport. 

hoW did you like To spend 
Time WiTh Them?

For any pet parent, I think it’s easy 
to relate how difficult it is initially 
to leave the house when they are 
small. I remember when they were 
kittens, leaving the house for office 
was really emotionally draining for 
me. We used to rush back home, 
as soon as possible and wished we 
had more time to spend with them. 
For both of us, weekends were just 
blissful, where we would spend time 
playing with Tinkerbell and Tiger, get 
to know them better, and relax with 
them. 

Incidentally, as destiny would 
have it, exactly a week after their 
vaccinations were done, nationwide 
lockdown was implemented for 
the pandemic, and we had to work 
from home. We realized that it was 
almost like a god-given opportunity 
to spend more time with Tinkerbell 
and Tiger, and watch them grow 
up from up-close. While we were 
dealing with manifold challenges 
of the pandemic, their presence in 
the house was really transformative 
for us. Their funny antics and 
mischievous nature, always kept 
the ambiance in the house positive 
and fun. Tinkerbell and Tiger really 
helped us focus our energies towards 
productive pursuits, and our mind 
to stay positive through the whole 
lockdown. 

afTer losing Tinkerbell, 
did you noTice any 
change in Tiger's 
behaviour?

Tiger shared an inexplicable bond 
with Tinkerbell, and even donated 
blood to help her in her fight. When 
we lost Tinkerbell, I think Tiger 
sensed our grief, and he was there 
for us throughout. From a naughty, 
wilful cat, he became more sober, 
more loving, more understanding to 
our needs. Tinkerbell was the apple of 
my husband’s eyes, and even though 
Tiger wasn’t particularly attached 
to him, he sensed that he needed to 
support him. He used to go and nudge 
him, wanting to be petted. He built up 
a bond with him, when he seemed 
to intuitively know that his humans 
needed affection and support. 

Sometimes, I see Tiger sniffing all the 
places that were Tinkerbell’s ‘spots’ 
and hiding places and I know that he 
misses her very dearly. 

do you feel There is any 
difference in availabiliTy 
of producTs and services 
for canines and felines 
in The markeT? being a 
caT parenT, hoW do you 
perceive This difference?

As a cat parent, I was actually rather 
overwhelmed by the fact that most of 
the products and services are usually 
targeted for canines; the products 

for felines are usually added as 
an afterthought. If you look at the 
competitions sponsored by brands, 
almost every big brand, until very 
recently, only targeted pet dogs. Only 
in recent times, organizations like 
the Feline Club of India have ensured 
that cats get their due recognition as 
pets. Pet ownership of cats in India 
has increased substantially over the 
past decade owing to change in the 
urban lifestyle and rising number 
of nuclear families, who prefer cats 
over dogs. I think that is reflecting 
in the rise of feline care products in 
the market considerably. I think it 
is a move towards more inclusive 
environment for felines in India. 
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hoW do you Take care of 
Tiger's grooming needs?

Tiger is a long-haired Persian cat and 
needs to be brushed daily, in order 
to prevent him swallowing hairballs 
while grooming himself. We usually 
give him a bath once every 4 months 
and do regular ear-cleaning once 
a fortnight. We give him a solution 
with his water, to avoid plaque on his 
teeth. 

do you Take Tiger along 
When you Travel?

Since the lockdown was implemented 

soon after we got them, we have not 
been travelling at all. However, Tiger 
is quite comfortable to go on drives 
with us. He loves sitting at window 
and watch the world go by. We 
intend to take him on a short trip or 
a weekend getaway with us, once the 
impact of the pandemic subsides. 

do you feel brands are 
doing enough To promoTe 
responsible peTkeeping?

Awareness and outreach is the key 
to improving the trend of petkeeping 
and welfare of all cats. There are 

many myths that need to be busted, 
which I see some of the brands are 
doing very effectively. There are 
several misconceptions about cats 
that are still quite prevalent in India, 
especially, regarding the health and 
well-being of cats. Some people 
still live with the concept that most 
cats can survive on the leftovers or 
that cats drink milk. We have heard 
of cat parents who also de-claw 
domestic cats to avoid furniture 
getting scratched, however it is not 
something that is good for the cats. 
These are absolute myths, and need 
to be busted. Just like dogs, cats 
need a healthy meal to survive and 
thrive.

your ThoughTs on peT 
oWnership in india. 

I feel ‘preventive medical care for cats’ 
is an area that needs improvement 
in India. Many people still go by the 
saying that ‘cats have 9 lives’ and 
while it may be true in some cases, 
there is a definite need for research 
on feline infectious diseases that do 
not have any treatment as of yet. As 
a cat parent who dealt with it first 
hand, I think a three-pronged holistic 
approach is essential – 

1.  Education - Educating cat owners, 
breeders, and conservationists 
about feline health by providing 
timely information and by 
promoting public understanding 
and awareness of feline issues.

2. Research- Finding ways of 
preventing and curing diseases of 
cats by conducting and sponsoring 
breakthrough feline health studies.

3. Outreach- Providing timely expert 
guidance and support when 
unforeseen feline diseases or 
health crises emerge.

MANY PEoPLE 
STILL Go BY 
THE SAYING 
THAT ‘CATS 
HAvE 9 LIvES’ 
AND WHILE 
IT MAY BE 
TRUE IN SoME 
CASES, THERE 
IS A DEFINITE 
NEED FoR 
RESEARCH 
oN FELINE 
INFECTIoUS 
DISEASES 
THAT Do NoT 
HAvE ANY 
TREATMENT AS 
oF YET. 
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By Priyanka Kaushal*

In the sombrest of situations they 
come to you expecting nothing 
in return, to offer selfless love 

and warmth – the only beings in 
your good and bad times, these four-
legged furry creatures are out there 
always. According to John Bradshaw, 

a research fellow at the University 
of Bristol in England and author of 
‘The Animals Among Us: How Pets 
Make Us Human’, there is proof that 
interacting with pets does reduce 
people’s stress, causing changes in 
oxytocin and in beta-endorphins. Pets 

provide significant social support to 
humans and can help individuals 
alleviate feelings of being lonely. 

While you are trying to distract 
yourself being locked up at home 
due to social distancing or you 
are just looking for inspiration to 
spice up your life and make it more 
colourful, pets play an impactful 
role! Similar has been the influence 
of social media on people. Alike 
pets, it allows you to lighten up your 
mood when you get bored from your 
monotonous daily routine. Pets 
and Social Media have changed 
people’s lives completely in their 
respective different ways. Facebook 
and Instagram are two of the most 
popular social media websites, with 
over 100 million registered users.

What happens when Pets and Social 
Media come together? – A weird but 
enjoyable, a strange but delightful fu-
sion! #fampets #hugyourpug #cutie-
patootie may seem like a bizarre 
combination of words to you, but to 
animal lovers, these are captions for 
the many pictures they ‘heart’ on In-
stagram daily. Like most of social me-
dia, Instagram is a heaven of adorable 
pet pictures. Their owners love shoot-
ing and sharing adorable pictures. 

Instagram is a place where people 
have either become overnight 
celebrities or outright brands, thanks 
to their ever-growing following. 
However, not only humans can turn 
into far-famed celebrities, as star 
pets also boast millions of social 
media fans. Their popularity keeps 
growing, prompting more pet owners 
to show dogged determination to 
propel their furball into the spotlight. 
This led to coining of a new term 
called ‘Pet Influencers’. They come in 
all different sizes, species and breeds 
and each of them has their own 

SOCial MEDia 
PRESENCE Of PETS



unique personality. Some are into 
fashion, while others like more of an 
active and adventurous life.

Since not most of us have an option to 
have a high-maintenance pet but just 
adore furries, we've curated a list of 
pets who are stars in their own right. 
Following Insta-famous animals will 
brighten up your day.

JIFFPOM @jiffpom
One of Instagram’s biggest animal 
stars in the world with 10.6 million 
followers and a few Guinness World 
Records to boast, Jiffpom, the 
Pomeranian, is so cute and plush-
looking that you might mistake him 
for one of the plushie toys created in 
his honour.

LIZZIE AND ALLY @lizzie.bear
Two BFF golden retrievers spreading 
joy and pawsitivity! Ardent followers 
of #StayHomeAndSnuggle, Ally 
and Lizzie are the happiest golden 
retrievers. At first glance, they look 
like twins, but they're similar looking 
happy dogs that love to pose for their 
owner Fran.

LOKI @loki
Miss the direwolves from Game 
of Thrones? Meet Loki. Kelly Lund 
adopted Loki in 2012 and the pair have 
been giving us #TogetherForever 
goals ever since. They go hiking, 
climb mountains and play in the 
snow together.
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DOUG THE PUG @itsdougthepug
He is another king of canine social 
media with 4 million followers, 
whose signature facial wrinkles 
bring happiness to his millions of 
fans daily. 

NORBERT THE DOG @norbertthedog
Recently turned 11, this is the one dog 
everyone needs to follow because 
he can put a smile on anyone's face. 
Norbert volunteers his time at a 
children's hospital and his favourite 
thing in the world is to give high-
fives to humans. Now, that is bound 
to cheer you up.  

SAM @samhaseyebrows
Want to see a unique cat? Your search 
stops at Sam, a cat with eyebrows. 
Well, technically, Sam's eyebrows are 
just patches of black hair, above the 
eyes, that look exactly like eyebrows. 
Named after Andy Warhol's cats, his 
owner reveals, "When Sam isn't being 
an Internet star, he's still a pretty 
unique cat. His favourite pastimes 
are eating tomatoes, hiding on top 
of the refrigerator, and getting you 
to run around the house to play with 
him."

www.creature-companions.in
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CHOUPETTE LAGERFELD @
choupetteofficiel
Among the four-legged influencers, 
the fluffy white Birman cat of the late 
Karl Lagerfeld, Choupette, is queen. 
Choupette recently became the muse 
of German interior design start-up 
LucyBalu. It’s impressive to see how a 
cat can reach so many.

COVER STORY

BODHI- MENS WEAR DOG @
mensweardog
Is your man looking for style 
inspiration? He needn't look any 
further than Bodhi, the menswear 
dog. This Shiba Inu has starred in GQ, 
Time Magazine and The New York 
Times along with countless websites. 

PLOWY THE CAT @plowythecat
With 39.9k followers, it is the most 
popular cat travel influencer. It has 
been an inspiration for many as all 
the profit from its collaborations 
goes to animal welfare. Her frolics 
fill your life with enormous joy and 
happiness.

CHOMPERS THE CORGI @
chompersthecorgi
A little corgi in the big city, Chompers 
is a travel enthusiast. Just looking at 
his poses in front of the Golden Gate 
Bridge gives us #TravelGoals.   

These Insta-stars are bigger, better, 
and cuter than most celebrities. While 
craze for these animal influencers on 
social media may come as a surprise, 
it reflects the importance that we 
give to our four-legged friends on a 
daily basis. 

MR MAYNARD & BABY CHLOE @ 
maynardandchloe
Beagles with 35.7 million followers 
wear fashionable petsuits. Their 
crazy antics will make your Sunday 
and rest of the week simply pawsome!



By Sayli Rajadhyaksha*

Diwali is a time for fun and 
frolic for all. It is a complete 
family festival where 

everyone comes together to celebrate 
by wearing new clothes, lighting 
diyas, and eating lots of yummy food! 
Though, originally, it has been known 
as a festival of lights, it is often 
celebrated by bursting deafening 
crackers. While we humans seem to 
enjoy bright lights and loud noises, 
our dogs find it terribly difficult to 
cope with the same. 

Main reason for their discomfort is 
the loud noise released while bursting 
crackers. A dog’s sense of hearing is 
much stronger than humans. As per 
the American Kennel Club, a dog can 
hear sounds up to a frequency of 
47000 Hz and at decibels as low as -5 
to -15 db.  Hence, their perception of 
loud noise is stronger as well. What 

seems like a pop to us, sounds like 
an explosion to them! As a result, 
they are often unable to tolerate the 
noise created by crackers bursting 
around them. Hence, we see dogs 
displaying high anxiety behaviour, 
hiding in dark and secluded spaces, 
or sometimes, even running away 
from their owners in fright.

As a behaviourist and dog trainer, 
one of the most common requests I 
receive, in anticipation of Diwali, is 
to train dogs to be calm during the 
days of festivities. So when should 
you start training your pets to be 
comfortable during Diwali? Ideally, 
this should start the day you bring 
your dog home. By that, I don’t mean 
to light firecrackers the day your 
dog comes home, but start exposing 
your dog to various sound stimuli 
from a young age. If this is your pet’s 

How To 
Keep Your 
peTs Calm 
During 
Diwali
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LEAD YoUR DoG To THE 
NEW SURFACE AND ASK 

HIM To SIT AND STAY 
oN IT STARTING WITH A 

SHoRT PERIoD oF A FEW 
SECoNDS AND THEN SLoWLY 

INCREASING THE TIME.
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realizes that you want him to sit on 
that surface. Once he settles down on 
that surface, join him there and start 
massaging his body such that he 
starts relaxing. Dim lighting works 
best for this. Continue the massage 
till he is completely relaxed. 

This exercise has to be carried out 
on a daily basis, irrespective of loud 
noises or uncomfortable situations. 
Within a month, you will start to 
see that as soon as you switch on 
the music and diffuser, and dim the 
light, your dog will automatically 
go to the surface and start relaxing. 
This needs to be started as early as 
possible so that he is ready to relax 
on his surface by the time it is Diwali.  

Why is this whole tedious process 
important? The most important 
reason for us to keep our dogs calm 
during Diwali is to prevent long term 
effects of stress on their bodies. 
Studies have shown that living in a 
constant state of stress is harmful 
for everybody, and that includes 
dogs. Noise hypersensitivity can 
lead to cognitive dysfunction such 

PET CARE

first Diwali with you, get started 
right away. Do not wait for your pet 
to develop a negative association 
towards the festival, but instead, start 
preparing it to be comfortable during 
those few days of festivities. 

The best way to prepare your pets 
to be calm is to desensitize them 
to loud noises through classical 
conditioning. Materials required for 
this are – a calming oil like lavender 
in a diffuser, some soothing music 
like sound of waves or white noise 
(nothing exciting, though), a bed/
surface other than the one your pet is 
used to, and one person to massage 
him. The idea is to get your pet’s 
senses to respond in a particular 
manner to the stimulus of loud noise. 

Here is what you do with these 
materials. On a daily basis, switch on 
the diffuser with calming oil and play 
some soothing music. Lead your dog 
to the new surface and ask him to sit 
and stay on it starting with a short 
period of a few seconds and then 
slowly increasing the time. Repeat 
this for a few times till your dog 

as disorientation or panic attacks, 
destructive behaviour, and even 
tendency for self-mutilation. It can 
also cause systemic problems such 
as gastro-intestinal sensitivity, 
thyroid hormone level fluctuation, 
and excessive adrenaline rush that 
can cause strain on their heart 
muscle. 

Some most common signs of stress 
in dogs during Diwali are cowering 
or shaking in fear, refusal to eat 
food and/or drink water, hiding in 
dark corners such as under the bed 
or inside cupboards, pacing in the 
house etc. Some dogs are also known 
to salivate excessively, pant heavily, 
lick their paws continuously, and in 
extreme stressful conditions, even 
self-mutilate or hurt themselves 
intentionally. These dogs need to 
be evaluated by a behaviourist on 
a priority basis and rehabilitated 
accordingly. Repeated exposure to 
such stressful stimuli can lead to 
serious health implications in dogs. 
Hence, it is best if your dog can be 
taught to be comfortable in presence 
of such sounds. 

DISTRACT YoUR 
DoG DURING SUCH 
TIMES. PLAY SoME 
oTHER MUSIC IN 
THE RooM, oR PLAY 
GAMES HE LIKES. 
SHoULD THE SIGNS 
oF STRESS INCREASE, 
DISCoNTINUE THE 
GAME. GIvE HIM A 
SNIFFING, LICKING 
oR CHEWING 
ACTIvITY INSTEAD, 
To LET YoUR DoG 
DECoMPRESS BY 
HIMSELF.
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* Author is a canine behaviourist and trainer 
certified by the organization, Canines Can Care, 
India, since last 6 years. She runs her venture 
named PawsRUs India, which offers services 
such as puppy obedience training, behaviour 
modification, and aggression consults for older 
dogs. She believes that dog training is not about 
a dog just responding to commands, but imbibing 
good behaviour as a way of life. She believes in 
creating a strong human–canine bond that lasts 
for life. She can be reached at pawsrusindia@
gmail.com. Check out her page on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/pawsrusindia and her 
Instagram handle is @pawsrusindia. 

Here are a few tips for you to keep 
your dog calm and safe during Diwali:

1.  Create a safe space for your 
dog to retreat into, if scared. Let 
him have access to that space 
24/7. It could be a room, a crate, 
a cupboard, anything that he is 
positively associated with. Never 
punish your dog in that space as 
he will then start viewing that 
space negatively.

2.  Try to make your house as 
sound proof as possible – put 
thick curtains around the house 
to prevent outside noise from 
coming in. Keep windows closed 
during peak time of firecrackers. 

3.  Distract your dog during such 
times. Play some other music 
in the room, or play games he 
likes. Should the signs of stress 
increase, discontinue the game. 
Give him a sniffing, licking or 
chewing activity instead, to let 
your dog decompress by himself.

4.  Humans in the house need to 
display calm and confident body 

language. Remember, your dog 
is watching you! If your anxiety 
level is high, or you are constantly 
checking in with your dog, he will 
mirror you. Hence, it is important 
that you remain calm and behave 
as if the occurring situation is 
nothing out of ordinary.

5.  Do not constantly reassure your 
dog by petting – your dog may see 
this as reinforcement for anxious 
behaviour and continue feeling 
stressed. Reassuring it once in a 
while is fine, but do not overdo it 
with constant petting.

6.  Take your dog for its walks early 
in the morning and late in the 
night, when crackers are at their 
minimum. Use two leashes in 
case you need to take him out 
when crackers are at their peak. 
This is to ensure safety if he 
tries to bolt on getting startled. 
Also, ensure he has a name tag 
with your contact information so 
that he can be returned to you in 
case he does escape. Also, make 
sure that all escape routes such 
as main door, gates etc. are kept 

close to prevent your dog from 
escaping. 

7.  Give your dog access to a bowl 
of fresh water at all times. In all 
likelihood, a stressed dog will not 
eat when crackers are bursting 
outside. You can feed him 
once your neighbourhood has 
quietened down.

8.  You can put ear muffs or a 
thundershirt on him when 
crackers are the loudest. Mutt 
Muffs is well known company for 
noise cancelling ear muffs.

9.  In case of severe anxiety, talk to 
your vet and consider medication. 
Addition of hemp seed oil has 
been known to alleviate anxiety 
in dogs. 

10.  If it is feasible for you to go out of 
town with your dog during this 
stressful period, please do so. 
You and your dog could unwind 
together and celebrate the 
festival, your way.

I hope this helps you to have a safe 
and comfortable Diwali with your 
dogs while enjoying the festivities. 
Here’s wishing you a Happy Diwali 
from the house of PawsRUs India! 

PET CARE
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By Roohi Kulkarni Kale*

WhAT IS 
MY POOCh 
TRYINg TO 
COMMUNiCaTE 
WiTh ME?

Dogs and humans share a wonderful relationship 
even though we don’t communicate in the 
same way. While humans depend more on 

verbal communication and give subtle cues through 
body language, dogs actually communicate more 
through their body language and truly vocalize only 
when needed. It is important that we read our dog’s 
movements including ears, eyes, tail etc. together to 
understand what he is trying to tell us with particular 
behaviours discussed here.

Puppy Eyes: Who can resist the cute big eyes our 
pooches make when they look at us! Dogs have evolved 
with facial muscles that help them to make their eyes 
look round, sad, and innocent! So your pooch really 
does know that his ‘puppy eyes’ are actually getting 
the desired result that is attention from their human 
and sometimes a treat! So next time you are eating a 
slice of pizza, know that your pooch is actually trying 
to manipulate you and isn’t really sad.

www.creature-companions.in

Constantly Jumping on You: Your pooch may jump to 
greet you when you come home just to get as close to 
you as possible. But if he is jumping on you constantly 
during the day then it generally is an invitation to play. 
We try to stop the jumping by pushing him away but 
in doing so jumping is reinforced as in our dog’s mind, 
when we push it’s confirmed that you want to play. A 
better solution is to turn your back to him when he 
jumps and teach him a more acceptable behaviour like 
sitting down to greet or before play.

A HAPPY AND FRIENDLY TAIL 
WILL BE HELD HIGH oR LEvEL 
WITH THE BoDY AND MovING IN 
SWEEPING MoTIoNS, SoMETIMES, 
WITH THEIR ENTIRE NETHER 
REGIoNS MovING WITH THE TAIL! 
A NERvoUS oR FRIGHTENED 
DoG WILL HAvE A TAIL THAT IS 
HANGING LoW AND MAY EvEN BE 
CURLED UP UNDERNEATH HIM.
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Barking: This is the most obvious 
form of communication of dogs 
that humans know of! However 
there are various types of barks 
that sound different and are used 
to communicate different things by 
dogs. The most common bark we see 
in modern household is the attention 
seeking bark, which is constant, 
irritating, and surely does the job of 
giving the dog what he wanted in 
first place, which is attention! Then 
we have the watch dog bark, which 
is loud and alert barking generally at 
the door, compound or at something 
outside. It is used to tell anyone 
outside that this is the dog’s territory 
and to tell us inside to beware. Next 
we have the excitement barking, 
which is generally accompanied 
by jumping around and a lot of 
movement. Stress barking is softer 
with periodic whining, frustration 
barking sounds like the dog is angry 
and determined, whereas frightened 
barking is high pitched. Listen to your 
dog’s different barks to understand 
what he is barking for and then 
only you can take care of reducing 

excessive barking with appropriate 
solutions.

Wagging Tail: Not all tail wags mean 
the dog is friendly! You have to see 
tail’s position and motion along 
with rest of the body. A happy and 
friendly tail will be held high or 
level with the body and moving in 
sweeping motions, sometimes, with 
their entire nether regions moving 
with the tail! A nervous or frightened 
dog will have a tail that is hanging 
low and may even be curled up 
underneath him. Such a dog’s tail 
will be stiff or twitching slightly, his 
ears will be pinned back and he will 
be crouching low. It’s not a good idea 
to engage with a dog showing signs 
of nervousness or to force him to 
face his fear. Giving him space to 
move away from the situation is best. 
It may come as a surprise to some 
that aggressive or unsure dogs also 
wag their tails! If threatened, a dog 
will raise his tail high and wag in 
fast twitching motions. He will also 
keep his ears erect and body as stiff 
as possible.

Humping/Mounting: Though it can 
be a sign of sexual frustration in 
adolescent dogs, in many cases, 
dogs hump other dogs, humans 
or inanimate objects even when 
they want to show dominance or 
are simply over excited in a certain 
situation.

Lifting His Leg: In most cases, this 
simply means that your pooch is 
marking his territory and is sending 
a message to other dogs. Leg lifting 
ensures that they can mark at their 
nose level so other dogs can sniff 
and get all the information about 
your pooch easily. So, if your pooch 
is marking you or your guests, he 
is hoping that the human will go 
out and spread his message to the 
outside world.

Licking: If your pooch licks your 
hands or feet often, they are showing 
submission and love or sometimes 
just getting a taste of something 
yummy! In the wild, a mother dog 
regurgitates semi-digested food 
when her puppies lick her on the 
mouth! It is not a great idea to let 
your pooch lick your mouth if you 

PET CARE
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aren’t sure of where his mouth has 
been.

Raising Hackles: A dog with raised 
hackles is generally associated with 
aggression. However there is no need 
to be scared if your pet has raised 
hackles in a situation since it could 
merely mean that he is excited or 
frightened and not being aggressive. 
Raised hackles simply mean arousal. 
You must read rest of the body 
language to understand what your 
dog is thinking at that time to know 
if it is an aggressive arousal or is it 
only a play arousal.

While these behaviours are very 
obvious to humans, we sometimes 
miss the subtle cues from our dogs, 
which show that he is stressed out. 

When do we cause stress in our 
dogs? Tension in the household like 
fights, exams, and sickness, not just 
stress us but our dogs as well. Dogs 
associate simple human gestures like 
hugging and leaning over as a sign 
of dominance. Unless you habituate 
your pooch for these behaviours 
from a very early age, it is a good 
idea to read his body language to see 
whether he is enjoying it or not. On a 
daily basis, being yelled at, constant 
tugging on the leash or giving 
commands angrily are huge stressors 
that keep on stacking every day. In 
all these scenarios, do try to read the 
dog’s entire body language so we don’t 
end up causing long-term stress in 
our pooches. While mild stress is fine 
for dogs, long-term extreme stress 
may lead to him becoming nervous, 
depressed or sometimes aggressive, 
hiding, not eating and playing, pacing 
up and down, excessively barking or 
even self-mutilating, and reacting to 
sights and sounds he was previously 
ok with.

* Author is a Certified Professional Canine Trainer 
& Behaviourist from Canines Can Care (India) & 
The Northern Centre for Canine Behaviour (UK) 
and also a dog rescuer and rehabilitator. She 
specializes in companion dog training, therapy 
dog work & aggression. With ‘Coach the Pooch’ dog 
training, her aim is to help pet owners build the 
best bond with their dogs through communication, 
compassion & commitment. You can find her at: 
Website: www.coachthepooch.com. Instagram & 
facebook:  @coachthepooch.

To cope with short term stress 
dogs show various displacement 
behaviours that may be repetitive 
in nature such as excessive panting 
when your dog hasn’t been active or 
isn’t feeling hot, sniffing at nothing in 
particular with eyes looking around, 
repeated lips and nose licking when 
your dog hasn’t eaten anything, 
excessive yawning, excessive 
barking, pinned back ears, drooping 
shoulders, head hanging low, to 
name just a few.

Dogs try to cope with hyper-arousal 
caused by stress by being excessively 
destructive, trying to remove pent-
up nervous energy. Your dog is 
desperately trying to tell you that he 
cannot cope with the situation. If you 
know that something is triggering 
stress in your dog, it is a good idea 
to remove him from the stressful 
situation rather than forcing him to 
confront his fears. For a long term 
solution, a balanced combination 
of training, mental and physical 
enrichment, and rest helps to keep 
your dog satisfied.

How do we know if our pooch is 
happy? If it is generally relaxed, has 
a ‘smiling’ face often with its tongue 
out, plays and eats happily, enjoys 
being pet and touched by you, then 
your dog is happy in general and 
loves you!

www.creature-companions.in
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ThESE PET SPA BENEfITS WILL MAkE 
YOu ChANgE YOuR MINd ABOuT

PROFESSIONAL 
GROOMING

“I know how to bathe my dog, I don’t need a professional groomer!”

At some point or another, every 
pet parent tends to have 
doubts about whether they 

should spend money on professional 
grooming since they believe that 
grooming is a luxurious activity 
only meant to pamper dogs. As 
pet parents, we always want best 
for our pets and so when we are so 
conscious about providing the best 
lifestyle to our furry friends, we also 
need to give them the grooming 
that they deserve. While it is true 
that professional grooming is a way 
to pamper your pooch, it is also an 
absolute necessity for them!

When a dog is well-groomed and 
hygienic, they not only look good 
but also feel good. It can instantly 
elevate their well-being. One of the 
most well-known benefits of regular 
professional grooming is that it helps 
your pet have a healthier coat and 
you can finally see the luster that 
often gets lost due to pollution and 
dust that tends to settle on their 
coat. Moreover, grooming helps to 
make your pet smell fresh, leading 
to a much more cuddle-worthy 
doggo. Generally, when you try to 
bathe your pets at home, you can 
sometimes fail to understand exactly 

what kind of care your pet needs, 
whereas, a professional groomer 
could provide you with customizable 
shampoos and conditioners that can 
be medicated, ayurvedic, herbal, and 
so on, depending on your pet’s needs. 
They can also help to identify if your 
dog has any skin related issues and 
can suggest best treatment for it as 
well.  

Professional groomers also provide 
other services like nail trimming, 
ear cleaning, oral care, and also 
fancy haircuts. You can also avail 
of various other services like micro-
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bubble baths, oil massages, and even 
aromatherapy. These are not only 
fun for your dog but have also proven 
to have their own benefits for their 
well-being. The modern technology 
of a micro-bubble bath produces 
small ozone microbubbles that help 
to deeply cleanse the follicles and 
make their coat healthier. So if your 
dog suffers from any skin irritation 
or itching, then a microbubble spa 
session is the go-to solution to give 
your pet a soothing experience. On 
the other hand, high-velocity dryers 
are used to dry your pet that helps to 
quickly remove any moisture from 
their coat and help to get rid of any 
loose strands from the undercoat 
as well. This also safeguards your 
dog from any risk of over-heating 
or burning its skin. Professional 
groomers also make sure to use 
automatic pet drying machines that 
help to keep dogs and cats calm, if 
they tend to get stressed by powerful 
dryers.

Along with this, the demand for more 
than basic grooming is long gone, 
and in are the days for fancy haircuts 
and glow-ups! But giving a haircut or 
even basic trim to your fur baby at 
home can be tough as they tend to 
be more fidgety and have a chance 
of getting a haphazard haircut. 
Moreover, bringing scissors so close 
to a pet can sometimes scare them 
and so professional groomers tend to 
have that experience and training to 
make sure that no matter how fidgety 
or playful your dog is, he still gets the 
perfect haircut and also feels calmer 
during the session.

Another important part of grooming 
your pets is getting their nails 
trimmed. Long nails can cause severe 
problems like bone malformations 
and arthritis in dogs. And a simple 
thing like nail clipping is something 
that makes the calmest of dogs 
nervous, and any slight movement 
while cutting its nails can easily hurt 

your pet and cause a lot of bleeding 
and pain to them. So it is advisable 
to trust professional groomers to cut 
nails with absolute precision. 

Along with that, grooming also helps 
to detect any possible illnesses 
related to a dog’s skin, coat, ears, or 
teeth. They can also detect lumps, 
skin conditions, and abnormalities 
as well as other illnesses that can 
help you to get it treated at an early 
stage. Not just that, grooming spas 
also offer a varied range of services 
when it comes to cats as well. From 
dematting to nail clipping, these 
groomers offer a tick treatment for 
pets too. 

So by debunking the myth that 
grooming is just for show dogs, 
regularly providing your pet with 
grooming will not only make them 
look presentable, but will also ensure 
your pet’s well-being and make you a 
responsible pet parent.

ANoTHER IMPoRTANT PART oF GRooMING YoUR PETS IS 
GETTING THEIR NAILS TRIMMED. LoNG NAILS CAN CAUSE SEvERE 
PRoBLEMS LIKE BoNE MALFoRMATIoNS AND ARTHRITIS IN DoGS.
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By Ketan Panchal*
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Why do dogs pull?
Understanding why your dog pulls is essential in order 
to stop the pulling. While it may seem obvious that dogs 
pull because they want to be farther from you than the 
leash will allow, this perspective really simplifies the 
situation.

Understanding your dog’s motivations in pulling will 
help you motivate them not to pull. Here are some 
reasons why dogs pull.

1.  Dogs with excess energy or who lack self-control.

2.  Some dogs pull only when they are focused on 
something. Dogs that walk on a loose leash most of 
the times but pull intensely when they see another 
dog, person, or prey item need to be taught self-
control around their triggers.

3.  Dogs that have never worn a leash or have never 
been taught how to walk properly on a leash don’t 
realize that the pulling sensation on their neck 
means anything at all.

PuLLING ISSuE
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4.  Dogs pulling the leash because 
of Fear or Anxiety – Dogs that 
are terrified to be in a given 
environment or out on a leash 
will pull continuously. This may 
be because they are trying to bolt 
away, or they feel pressure of 
the harness or collar as a sort of 
security in their anxiety.

5.  Retractable Leashes, Rubber 
Leashes, and Tight Leash Walking 
– Retractable leashes that always 
put a little bit of pressure on your 
dog or rubber leashes that pull 
back against your dog encourage 
them to pull harder. If you’ve been 
walking your dog on tools like 
these, they may have encouraged 
them to think that pressure is 
correct.

Walking your dog on a tight leash, 
regardless of what kind of collar 
or harness it is attached to, will 
encourage your dog to think that 
a tight leash is an appropriate way 
to walk and they will encourage 
pulling.

hoW To sTop your dog from 
pulling on The leash
Whatever may be the reason for 
your dog’s pulling, you aren’t alone 
in wanting to stop it. Pulling is one 
of the most common complaints 
among dog owners and one of the 

reasons that dogs end up being 
surrendered to shelters. Pulling is 
a serious problem that can result in 
chronic or sudden injury to you or 
your dog.

Many people are seriously injured 
every year when their dog pulls 
them down. If your dog is aggressive 
and you lose control of it due to its 
pulling, other people or pets may be 
at risk. Your dog’s pulling isn’t just an 
annoyance – it is a serious problem 
that you need to address.

But, don’t worry – with a little bit of 
patience and understanding, you will 
be able to master your dog’s pulling.

before you begin
A successful walk may be as simple 
as using right tools in a right way 
or providing the correct before-walk 
activities for your dog. Here are some 
things to consider before you begin 
training your dog to not to pull on the 
leash.

equipmenT
Corrective Dog Walking Devices – 
There are a wide range of products 
available to help your dog walk on a 
leash. Since this is such a persistent 
problem, there are a lot of products 
claiming to solve it easily. But no 
product offers a true quick fix. 
Whatever product you use, you will 

still need to train your dog to walk 
properly with it.

WhaT noT To use
Products that rely on causing pain 
or discomfort, like prong collars and 
choke chains, have no place in posi-
tive dog training. Such tools will only 
encourage your dog to ignore pain and 
pressure and elevate their reactivity.

WhaT To use
If you are able to handle your dog’s 
pulling, a good standard tool with 
which to walk your dog is a standard 
back clip harness paired with a 
Martingale collar. This harness 
distributes pressure when your dog 
pulls, so it won’t be hurt, no matter 
how hard it pulls. The martingale 
collar provides security to keep your 
dog from slipping out of harness.

If you are concerned about losing 
control of your powerful dog on a walk 
while you are still training, a head 
halter is a good option. Head halters 
give you control over your dog’s head 
and allow you to control even a very 
powerful dog with minimal effort, 
without putting pressure on your 
dog’s sensitive throat.

When used properly, the head halter 
can give you control over your dog, 
so you can train it to walk nicely and 
safely.

https://orangepet.in/
https://orangepet.in/
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exercise
Most dogs were made for a lot more 
exercise than a stroll around a block. 
It takes a lot of self-control for a dog 
to hold itself in on a walk when all 
they really want to do is run and 
exert energy. Give your dog plenty 
of exercise before they walk, to set 
them up for success.

moTivaTing your dog noT To 
pull
You aren’t always motivated by 
the same thing and neither is 
your dog. Sometimes you feel like 
eating, sometimes like playing, and 
sometimes you may just feel that you 
need a physical touch from a loved 
one to help you to feel confident.

Just like us, dogs are also motivated 
by different things at different times. 
Finding what motivates your dog 
in any given instance will allow 
you to reward them for not pulling. 
Keep treats and toys on hand when 
walking your dog and remember that 
freedom to keep walking is also an 
important reward.

paTience
Training your dog not to pull takes 
a lot of patience. Especially, at the 
beginning, you may find it incredibly 
frustrating to having to stop and keep 
changing directions to encourage 
your dog not to pull. Letting your dogs 
run out their energy before their walk 
and making sure that you know how 

to motivate them once you’re on the 
walk are good ways to set yourselves 
up for success.

Even with a careful and methodical 
plan, you are likely to get frustrated 
sometimes. Keep your mind open and 
try new things to motivate your dog 
and to exercise them, and remember 
that not pulling is not intuitive to 
your dog and that self-control takes 
time to learn.

beginning leash Training
If you are working with a dog who 
has never worn a leash before, you 
should start the process as you would 
do with a puppy. Starting with a long 
leash, call your dog to you and reward 
him. As your dog gets the idea that 
he should follow you, begin leading 
him into new environments, where 
you can show him interesting new 
smells. In this way, your dog will 
learn that following you leads to good 
things. If your dog goes in a direction 
that you don’t want him to go in, offer 
very gentle resistance on the leash, 
as you call him cheerfully. Reward 
him with the best reward when he 
comes when you pull.

sTop pulling for each of The 
core reasons: The sTeps
Regardless of why your dog pulls, 
the steps to stop the pulling when it 
occurs are the same. This technique 
is not difficult, but it requires 
patience and consistency, in order to 
be effective.

Begin walking with your dog briskly. 
Slow down and let your dog sniff if he 
wants to sniff.

As soon as your dog puts tension on 
the leash, STOP. Don’t pull back on 
the leash, but don’t let your dog pull 
you at all either.

IF YoUR DoG 
HAS NoT HAD 
A CHANCE 
To BURN oFF 
SoME ENERGY, 
oR IF THEY ARE 
vERY ANxIoUS, 
THEY MAY 
CoNTINUE To 
PUT PRESSURE 
oN THE LEASH, 
No MATTER 
HoW oFTEN 
YoU CHANGE 
DIRECTIoNS.
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* The author is a Certified Professional Dog 
Trainer (CPDT-USA). Follow him on Instagram @
K9CERTIFIEDTRAINER

If your dog relaxes tension within a 
couple of seconds, immediately start 
walking again. If your dog doesn’t 
relax tension within a couple of 
seconds, walk briskly in another 
direction, calling your dog to follow 
you.

If your dog has not had a chance to 
burn off some energy, or if they are 
very anxious, they may continue to 
put pressure on the leash, no matter 
how often you change directions.

If you find yourself walking in erratic 
circles, you may need to practice 
this in an environment with fewer 
stimuli or let your dog exercise more 
before you attempt leash training.

energy
Energetic dogs pull because they 
want to relieve their excess energy. 

It is best to allow them to expend 
as much energy as possible before 
you begin your walk. These dogs 
will benefit from a good long game 
of fetch or tug of war or by being 
allowed to run around and play with 
a friend, before you put the leash on. 
These dogs are also good candidates 
for skateboarding or other active 
dogs’ sports, to wear out their energy 
before a walk.

Once your energetic dog has had a 
chance to get their energy out, you 

may find that he walks better on 
the leash right away. He may also 
respond to other motivators, like 
treats or affection, which previously 
had no effect on him.

If your energetic dog would still like 
to go faster, alternate controlled leash 
walking with jogging or a pulling 
activity. In this way, you can reward 
the calm leash walking with an 
opportunity to expend their energy.

Last but not the least, hire a 
professional trainer to train your 
puppy. Don't take training as an 
optional thing. 

https://creature-companions.in/
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You might think why do cats 
need to be engaged when they 
spend 14–16 hrs sleeping and 

are considered to be a solitary animal. 
Though it is true, cats still need to be 
engaged in the remaining time. They 
do get bored and require time to play, 
exercise, groom, and so on.

There are several ways in which you 
can keep your cat engaged however 
engagement activities you choose 
depend on your cat’s personality, age, 
breed, and number of cats at home. 

First step is to establish your cat’s 
interest; basis which you can opt for 
the best engagement activity. You 
can then follow a schedule to keep 
your cat engaged. 

Here I’m sharing the most common 
engaging activities

playTime and exercise
Kittens are playful and will utilize 
all their time and energy in playing. 
However when it comes to adult 
or senior cats you may need to lure 
them to play.  

Playtime helps them get the required 
exercise and also increases the bond 
between both of you. If your cat does 
not get enough exercise, they will 
start gaining weight (especially, a 
neutered/spayed cat) and will lead 
to health related issues. Therefore, 
it is essential to schedule at least an 
hour of playtime in your cat’s daily 
routine.

A cat’s natural instinct is ‘Hunting’. 
They love to hide, target, and pounce 
on their prey/object. While playing 
with your cat you should ensure 
that you meet these requirements. A 
majority of cats are attracted towards 
rope, strings, balls, laser pointer, and 
small moving objects. Based on 
your cat’s age, you can select from 
various choices of interactive cat 
toys available in market. These toys 
are exclusively made for cats. 

* Rope Teasers with Danglers 
(feathers, bell)

*  Catch the Mouse
*  Turntable Toy with Balls
*  Tunnel
*  Sisal Ball
*  Windmill

By Fatema Siamwala*

Ways in 
Which We 
can keep our 
cats engaged
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bird watching they are attentive, 
eyes fixated on the bird and you 
might also hear them make a strange 
sound known as ‘Chattering’.

It is either movement of the bird that 
is captivating your cat’s attention 
or they are looking at it as a prey to 
hunt – whatever maybe the reason 
your cat is enjoying every bit of 
bird watching and can spend hours 
observing them. This is the reason 
why cats lounge around window 
for long duration. Bird watching 
is interesting, enjoyable, and good 
source of entertainment for your cat. 
Probably you can place a bird feeder 
outside the window so that your cat 
can enjoy from the cosy confines of 
your home. These days cat parent’s 

BIRD WATCHING IS INTERESTING, 
ENJoYABLE, AND GooD SoURCE 
oF ENTERTAINMENT FoR YoUR 
CAT. PRoBABLY YoU CAN PLACE 
A BIRD FEEDER oUTSIDE THE 
WINDoW So THAT YoUR CAT 
CAN ENJoY FRoM THE CoSY 
CoNFINES oF YoUR HoME. 

to be outdoors and explore their 
surrounding; it can be a part of their 
exercise routine, and is a much better 
option than your cat just lying around 
the house. 

companion
If you’re a working cat parent of a solo 
cat and find it difficult to keep your 
cat engaged due to your hectic work 
schedule, perhaps, you can bring 
home a furry companion for your cat 
so that they can play and have each 
other whilst you are away. Consider 
this only if your cat is friendly with 
other cats.

keep iT naTural
Sometimes you need to keep it 
natural for your cat and the best way 

* The author is popularly known as ‘Fats & Cats’ 
amongst her friends. For over 30 years, she has 
had cats as pets (Pedigree and Non-Pedigree) and 
so she likes sharing her knowledge and experience 
about cats with all the cat parents. 

*  Battery Operated Bugs

If you are creative then you can DIY 
some of these toys using regular 
household items. Remember, cats get 
bored with the same toy so you need 
to keep changing the collection. 

bird WaTching
Yes, cats absolutely love to watch 
birds; it is one of their favourite 
activities. You will notice that while 

play videos of birds on TV to appease 
their cats and keep them engaged. 

leash Walks
A new trend is being set in India – cat 
parents are now training their cats for 
leash walks. It requires a lot of effort, 
time, and patience to train your cat 
for this but it is not impossible. This 
activity will definitely keep your cat 
active and adventurous too. Leash 
walk gives them an opportunity 

is to evoke their natural hunting 
instinct. You can hide treats or kibble 
around the house so that your cat 
enjoys finding them while exploring 
the house. This activity will certainly 
keep your cat engaged. Do give it a 
try!! 
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GETTING 
TO KNOW A 
CAT’S EAR
By Dr. Reeja George P.*

Childhood memories of the 
dainty Tom napping beside 
a dining table, seemingly 

oblivious to his surroundings, and 
the dashing Jerry defeated in his 
tip toeing attempt to savour those 
delicacies on the dining table by 
power of those cat ears are part of our 
lives and that of our kids’ as well! Tales 
about the uncanny ability of cat’s ears 
is something that we have all been 
fed with from childhood. And it’s true. 
Though she may seem to be napping 
in warmth of the November morning 
Sun, don’t underestimate her ears! 
Cat ears are always on the guard. 
And more than that, unassuming as 
they may seem, cat’s ears have a very 
impressive capacity of detecting 
sounds in the range of frequencies 
of as high as 60 000 vibrations per 
second; much higher than a human 
ear that catches sounds of up to 20 
000 vibrations per second. This is 
the result of evolutionary process 
that has worked on cat’s dual needs 
of fending for itself, as it stalks for 
prey, and protecting itself from its 
predators as well.

Why is caT’s ear so 
imporTanT?
Generally speaking, ear infections 
are not a major issue for vast 
majority of cats.  There are, however, 
quite a few ear problems that could 
be painful for her, besides posing 
significant threats to her hearing. If 
these conditions are not addressed 
appropriately, they may in the long 
run cause deafness. So we have to 
be a little careful when it comes to 
caring for kitty’s ears. 

caT ear basics
An understanding of ear basics is 
crucial to minimizing the risks of 
possible ear issues. With regard 
to the basic structure, a cat ear is 

fEliNE CARE
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acquired ear problems – The 
culpriTs
Basically, ear issues can either be 
congenital in origin – when you 
can’t really do anything about 
it – or acquired when corrective 
interventions are possible. Acquired 
ear problems in our feline friends 
may be caused by a host of reasons, 
most common of which are allergens, 
parasites that are lodged on outer 
part of the body (ectoparasites), or 
clogging of ear canals with cat fur 
or ear wax and in quite a number of 

similar to the one in humans, and 
for that matter, to most mammalian 
ears. Just like us, they have got a part 
of the ear that is visible externally 
to eye and this external ear is also 
called the pinna.  In addition to the 
part that you can see, external ear 
also includes first part of a small 
tube like ear canal that goes deep 
into the head. And matters do not 
stop there. The ear continues into the 
head and its middle part is called the 
middle ear; it consists of a stretched 
membrane like structure that actually 
shivers or vibrates along with other 
small structures when sound waves 
come into the ear. Third part of ear – 
the inner ear – is located very deep in 
skull and has all the nerves and other 
paraphernalia that are responsible 
for deciphering sounds. So to put it 
very simply, this is a cat’s ear – and 
yours too for that matter – which in 
all its seeming simplicity – is also a 
very fragile system that needs to be 
handled with utmost care! 

healThy caT ear
Cat ears are generally pink in 
colour, without any tell tale signs of 
discharges such as crusting on inner 
aspect of the ear. Cats with healthy 
ears would generally not spend much 
time scratching or pawing at them. 

exTernal ear problems
Sometimes, the skin covering ear 
pinna can be affected by cuts from 
fights or it can also get inflamed due 
to too much exposure to ultra violet 
rays from the Sun, much the same as 
humans get sunburnt! This is more 
common in light or non pigmented, 
white or ginger coloured cats. The 
secret is to avoid excessively hot 
rays of the Sun; this does not mean 
that she can’t enjoy a day out, just 
restrict it to the time when the Sun is 
not so harsh.

instances, an external object that 
accidentally gets into her ear. In 
many cases, an ear problem may 
also arise along with other illnesses 
caused by infectious organisms such 
as bacteria, viruses, or fungi and by 
polyps. Whatever the cause may be, 
end result is irritation of the lining of 
ear canal, resulting in inflammation 
and it is called otitis interna. When 
compared to dogs, the incidence of 
this condition in a cat is generally 
not common but in case your cat 
has a higher incidence that keeps 
on coming and going on and off, you 
could suspect that either her immune 
system is weak or that she has some 
anatomical defect in ear that makes 
her more susceptible. 

an enfanT Terrible – The ear 
miTe
This is a very small parasite that 
spends most of its life in ear 
canal resulting in very disturbing 
irritation of the canal and making 

www.creature-companions.in

A RoUGH PLAY TIME 
IN GARDEN GRASS 
oR SoME oTHER 

MISADvENTURE MAY 
RESULT IN GRASS 
SEEDS oR oTHER 

SMALL oBJECTS BEING 
ACCIDENTALLY LoDGED 

IN HER EAR. 
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it prone to infections by bacteria. 
The most common ear mite in a cat 
is Otodectes cynotis. These mites 
live in cat’s ear and they feed on ear 
debris. Their whole life, from egg to 
adulthood, all happens in the ear. 
These parasites can also wander out 
of the ear to other parts of cat’s body 
where they may cause irritation. 
If your cat has ear mites, she may 
shake her head frequently, attempt to 
scratch at her ears and if you check 
what her problem is, you may find a 
dark waxy ear discharge that looks 
quite similar to coffee grounds and 
is quite characteristic of ear mite 
induced ear affections in the cat.

polyps, grass seeds, and 
foreign objecTs
Sometimes, a rough play time 
in garden grass or some other 
misadventure may result in grass 
seeds or other small objects being 
accidentally lodged in her ear. This 
can also cause irritation that could 
lead to secondary infections by 
bacteria.

* The author is Associate Professor, Department of 
Veterinary and AH Extension, College of Veterinary 
and Animal Sciences, Mannuthy, Kerala Veterinary 
and Animal Sciences University, Thrissur, Kerala.

congeniTal ear problems
Congenital problems are those 
that your cat has inherited from 
her parents and are generally 
associated with a range of defects 
in development of parts of the ear – 
from a total absence of ear (atresia) to 
defective development of ear. Some 
cats are born deaf.  Unfortunately, 
this condition cannot be reversed. 
This condition is more common in 
white, blue eyed cats. 

Another congenital defect 
associated with cat ear is a unique 
condition called the ‘folded ear’ that 
is characterized by badly formed 
outer ears that are twisted and 
flattened so that they bend forward 
and downward towards front of its 
head, in a way that cat resembles 
an owl. This condition is seen in 
the Scottish Fold breed of cats. 
This condition is associated with a 
genetic defect that causes problems 
with ear cartilage and it also results 
in defective development of bone 
and cartilage in other parts of cat’s 
body (osteochondroplasia), making 
the cat severely arthritic. It is a very 
painful condition and cats with this 
disorder have great difficulty walking 
and moving around. There are a lot 
of ethical issues in breeding such 
animals with genetic mutations 
because of the pain that they suffer.  

hoW do you knoW she has a 
problem?
In some cases, where kitty has an 
ear problem, there may not be much 

external manifestations, except for 
some difficulty in moving her mouth 
joints while chewing or opening 
her mouth. More severe inner ear 
affections are usually accompanied 
by the build up of fluid and debris that 
cause a lot of pain. In these cases, she 
may paw at her ear or shake her head 
to dislodge the fluid and in more 
extreme cases, she may tilt her head 
to the side of affected ear. In very 
severe cases, her balance may be 
affected and she may move in circles. 
If she is left untreated, ear affections 
may progress to involve nerves of the 
face as well as her general system so 
that she vomits or feels nauseated. 
It is always better not to wait for 
things to get to this point. Problem 
with affections of ear and eye is that, 
if left untreated, the damages may 
be permanent and irreversible; your 
little ball of fur may lose her sight or 
ability to hear forever. So never delay 
your visit to a vet if you feel that she’s 
pawing at her ear and there are tell 
tale signs of something smelling 
bad from her ears. Ear cleaning is 
not usually necessary in most cats, 
except in those that are prone to wax 
build-ups.

on an ending noTe
As Sigmund Freud noted, “Time spent 
with cats is never wasted”. That is the 
effect of having someone to love and 
spend life with. But you have to take 
care of her, check her ears for any 
unusual swellings, colour changes, 
discharges, and so on.  A small step 
taken could go a long way in keeping 
her happy, so that she continues to 
keep you smiling!

fEliNE CARE
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Bird migration is a special type 
of behavioural adaptation 
found in some special groups 

of birds – migratory birds. They move 
from one place to another in search 
of better resource availability and 
better breeding ground on seasonal 
basis. They face different types of 
challenges during their journey; 
several natural calamities, predation, 
and habitat destruction cause high 
cost in mortality. According to 
Sekercioglu (2007) and Rolland J. et 
al (2014), among world’s 10000 bird 
species, 1800 are migratory in nature.

In the Indian subcontinent, more 
than 220 types of migratory birds can 
be found every year, most of them 
choose the Indian subcontinent as 
their wintering ground, though some 
of them are monsoon and summer 
visitors. They come here from 

By Asif Raja Khan*

different corners of the world – some 
of them come from Arctic tundra 
region; some of them come from 
Europe, Northern Asia, and even 
from Iceland. But not all migratory 
birds do long-distance migrations, 
some bird species are short-distance 
migrant in nature; they travel only 
some hundreds of mile in search of 
better food resources. In the Indian 
subcontinent some short-distance 
migrants of Himalaya change their 
altitude only, in response to the 
weather condition – this is called 
altitudinal migration. 

Why They choose india?
Generally birds migrate from an 
area with decreasing resources to 
an area with high resources. We all 
know, because of the geographical 
condition, Indian subcontinent is 
always full of resources throughout 

the year. Indian subcontinent is 
geographically, as well as ecologically 
very variegated; different types of 
habitats, like large wetlands, green 
grasslands, a super long coastline, 
warm desert, evergreen forests of 
great Himalayas, Mangrove forests, 

BiRDWaTChiNg

Blue-throat

Blue-fronted Redstart [female], a 
short-distance migrant

MIGRATORY 
BIRDS OF INDIA
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dry deciduous forests of central India 
have adorned Indian subcontinent. 
A large number of winter migratory 
birds choose different types of 
habitats for wintering. Some summer 
migrants and monsoon migrants  
arrive in the Indian subcontinent 
every year.

Birds of northern hemisphere can’t 
tolerate the freezing temperature 
of Northern latitude during winter. 
Every year in winter, they try to 
escape from the deadly cold by 
migrating towards South and choose 
some areas with preferable weather 
condition and enough food resources 
for wintering. The mild cold weather 
of the Indian subcontinent during 
winter is very comfortable for them. 
Large number of migratory birds from 
the northern hemisphere terminate 
their migratory journey after 
reaching the Indian subcontinent. 

mysterious behavioural adaptation 
of birds. Let’s try to list up some of 
the popular hypotheses about bird 
migration. We are not scientist, it’s 
very tough for us to understand 
those research articles; we will try to 
discuss in very simple language.

i. The control, timing, and response 
of migration are actually genetically 
controlled. Their navigation 
and orientation ability during 
migration journey is very complex 
phenomenon, including both 
learning and endogenous programs 
(Helm B. et al, 2006; Fries-soler et al, 
2020).

ii. Variation in day length is the main 
triggering factor for bird migration. 
Before migration, hormonal activity 
becomes very high in birds. Johann 
Friedrich Naumann in 1795 for the 
very first time observed migratory 
restlessness (in German: Zugunruhe) 
in those birds just before their 
migration; those birds become very 
active in fat deposition.

iii. Some birds use the Sun as their 
compass, they have the ability to 
track out the magnetic field of earth, 

hoW birds migraTe?
There have been so many debates 
over a century about this topic – How 
birds migrate? Great researchers 
from all around the world proposed 
their own hypothesis about this 

they use some visual landmarks, as 
well as chemical signals (olfactory 
cues) during their migratory journey 
(Walraffet et al, 2005).

iv. Wind drift is another important 
tool for migratory birds. According to 
Thorup et al (2003), older individuals 
of Osprey and Honey Buzzard make 
better detection of wind drift than 
young individuals during their 
journey. Actually experiences 
make the mental map of birds more 
accurate.

www.creature-companions.in

v. In most of the cases, birds 
migrate in flocks. This behavioural 
adaptation of migratory birds is to 
minimize energy cost of migratory 
journey, as well as the chance of 
predation (Weber et al, 2009)

vi. Some birds depend on their 
‘nocturnal flight call’ to communicate 
with each other during their 
nocturnal migration. Nocturnal 
migration is a special behavioural 
adaptation of migratory birds to 
reduce the risk of predation and 
overheating (Lincoln et al, 1979).

Pacific Golden Plover, a long-
distance migrant

Oriental Honey Buzzard

Osprey
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my 10 favoriTe migraTory 
birds of indian 
subconTinenT-

i. Taiga flycaTcher-
Taiga Flycatchers are tiny winter 
visitors of Indian subcontinent. 
Every time in winters, those cute 
guests arrive in Indian subcontinent 
from far off Taiga region of northern 
Eurasia (Eastern Russia to Mongolia).

ii. norThern pinTail-
Northern Pintails are migratory duck 
of Northern Europe and Northern 
America. Some populations of 
Northern Pintail migrate to the 
Indian subcontinent during winters.

iv. gadWall-
Gadwalls are very common duck 
species in northern America and 
northern Europe. They are long-
distance migrants and can be 
found in wetlands of the Indian 
subcontinent during winters.

iii. indian piTTa-
Indian Pittas are one of the most 
colourful birds found in India. They 
are short-distance migrants, breed in 
Himalayan forests, Western ghat and 
central Indian hills, and migrate to 
different parts of Indian subcontinent 
during winter season.

v. blue-fronTed redsTarT-
Blue-fronted Redstarts are 
Himalayan short-distance migrants 
(altitudinal migrants). They come 
down to lower Himalayas during 
winters to avoid the harsh weather 
and decreasing food resources of 
higher altitude.

Lesser-whistling Duck, 
a common winter 
migrant in India

Taiga Flycatcher

Northern Pintail

Indian Pitta

Blue-fronted Redstart [female]

Gadwall

BiRDWaTChiNg
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* Author is a passionate birdwatcher and wildlife 
blogger from Canning, a small town near Kolkata, 
India. He has completed his Masters in Life 
Sciences with Ecology specialization from the 
Presidency University, Kolkata.

vi. WagTails-
Except for the White-browed 
Wagtails, all Wagtail species of the 
Indian subcontinent are winter 
migrants. Most of the Wagtails breed 
in northern countries, though some 
populations of White Wagtail, Grey 
Wagtails, and Citrine Wagtail breed 
in Himalayas.

vii. blueThroaT-
Bluethroats are insectivorous winter 
migrants in Indian subcontinent. 
They mainly breed in bushy swamps 
and birch woods of Europe; they 
spend entire winters in the Indian 
subcontinent and in some parts of 
North Africa. 

viii. curleW sandpiper-
Curlew Sandpipers are migratory 
sea-shore birds and mainly breed in 
Tundra region of Arctic Siberia. Maxi-
mum individuals of Curlew Sandpi-
pers choose Africa as their wintering 
ground, though a small population 
migrates to Indian subcontinent eve-
ry time during winters.

x. siberian rubyThroaT-
Siberian Rubythroats are old 
world flycatchers, mainly found 
in undergrowths of Siberia. They 
choose the undergrowths of Indian 
subcontinent as their wintering 
ground.

"vfrfFknsoks Hko" [Atithi Devo Bhava]; 
Indians consider our guests as God. 
Then don’t know why, day by day 
these winged guests are rapidly 
vanishing from India. We are 
destroying their habitats, building 
obstacles in their migratory routes, 
growing unsustainable tourism 
in their wintering ground. On the 
other hand, illegal poaching and 
unawareness among people are 
other causes of headache. If we are 
not aware of how to protect these 
migratory birds, in future, they may 
not come to India and those "vfrfFknsoks 
Hko" lines become meaningless. 

ix. ruddy shelduck-
Ruddy shelducks are one of the most 
beautiful migratory duck species 
found in Indian subcontinent. They 
are also known as Brahminy Duck in 
India. During winters, they migrate to 
the Indian subcontinent from central 
Asia and Europe.

Grey Wagtail Curlew Sandpiper

Siberian Rubythroat

Ruddy Shelduck

Bluethroat
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aQUa

When we think of a fish 
aquarium, we think of an 
artificial setup of marine 

world. But trending now is ‘plantation 
aquarium! Every hobbyist now owns 
at least one plantation aquarium: 
the real aquarium hobby is all about 
plantation aquariums. A well-cared 
plantation aquarium will thrive for 
years... So today, I will show you how 
you can develop your very own plan-
tation aquarium. I have given some 
simple short tips that need to be fol-
lowed while setting your aquarium.

The righT Tank
Buying the right tank is essential. Go 
for a glass tank rather than a fiber 
one. Whereas, its shape depends 
on your choice, size of the tank is 
an important part. The tank size 

depends on various aspects. First 
is the available space; you need to 
know how much space is available in 
your room for the tank. Then it also 
depends on your fish. You need to 
know potential growth of the fish you 
are adding to your tank so that when 
it grows up it doesn't face space 
problems. 

Like for example, a molly fish can 
grow into 1–1.5 inches, so you can 
place 4-5 Mollies in a 1-foot tank, 
whereas goldfish can grow up to 4–5 

By Shahu V. Sardar*

THings You neeD To Know 
wHile seTTing up Your 
planTaTion aquarium 
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are submerged plants, other are 
floating, and some are carpet plants. 

Carpet plants are the best choice for 
your aquarium; they will hide the soil 
and give your tank a real natural look. 
These include Drawf sag, Drawf hair 
grass, micro sword, and more.

Coming to submerged plants, they 
are important and necessary; these 
include Moneywort, Pygmy chain 
sword, Anubias, and many more.

Floating plants are optional and can 
be used if you have baby fish in your 
tank, these include hornwort and 
more. Also be sure to rinse your new 
plants before adding them to the tank 
because plants are source of various 
parasites or pest snails that could get 
introduced in your tank.

inches so only 2-3 can be kept in 
a 1-foot tank. Remember, tank size 
helps your fish to grow: if fish are kept 
in smaller tanks, they stop growing. 

Also, some fishes like ‘Angels’ grow 
in height instead of length, so in this 
case, you will need a taller tank.

soil
Soil is the foundation for your 
plantation aquarium. It decides 
growth of your plants. So it is 
important to choose right soil for 
the tank. Actually, soil is like an 
investment for your aquarium, so 
don't bother about paying more for it. 

drifTWood
Driftwood is another important 
part of a plantation aquarium. A 
plantation aquarium is incomplete 
without a piece of driftwood. 
Driftwood is actually a piece of wood 
that is kept in aquariums to give it a 
natural look. There are various types 
available like Bogwood, Sumatran, 
Mopani, and others. Choice is all 
yours! But always be sure to know 
if you are really buying good quality 
driftwood.

Best quality soils are of the ADA's 
Aquasoil Amazonia, which are 
available online. The better your soil 
is, the better will be your aquarium! 
Importance of soil is that it should 
have enough nutrients so that it 
supports your plant growth. More is 
the nutrient content – bigger will be 
the growth of your plants!

planTs
Coming to the most crucial part – 
your plants! In a plantation aquarium, 
plants are as important as fish and 
choosing right plants is important. 
First, you need to decide the plant 
species you are going to keep. Some 

aquarium equipmenT
Aquarium equipments are necessary 
for any aquarium and here's a short 
list of equipments that you should 
have:

• Air pump. You will not need an 
aquarium pump as plants will 
produce it, but at night the process 
reverses, and plants give out CO² 
that can suffocate your fish. So it's 
better to have one.

•  CO² diffuser. If you are planning to 
have lots of exotic types of plants 
in your tank, then for their proper 
growth CO² diffuser is a must. This 
actually adds CO² to the tank.

•  Aquarium light. It is very important 
to have an aquarium light. This 
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* Author is a fish keeping hobbyist and enthusiast 
from Pune, Maharastra. He has been in this 
hobby from the age of 10 and has learnt a lot 
about freshwater fish keeping. He likes to 
collect different types of fresh water species 
and also Aquascape fish tanks. He also runs his 
own fish keeping blog named AquaNation (www.
aquanationURL.blogspot.com), where you can find 
all fish keeping articles. Soon he is going to start a 
You Tube channel of his own.

will help plants to conduct 
photosynthesis. The light should 
not be too bright or too dim, and 
also should be kept on strictly for 
5–6 hours a day – not more, not 
less.

•  Filter. A good hang-on back filter is 
just the right choice for your tank, 
and very necessary for a plantation 
aquarium. 

dwellers, and some surface dwellers. 
Also, you can add shrimps, which go 
really great in these aquariums. A 
little of snails (not pest snails), some 
shrimps, and lots of fish make your 
aquarium a lively ecosystem.

A lot of fish species can be kept in 
plantation aquariums. But many 
common fish like the Goldfish can’t 
be kept. They will try to uproot the 
plants and later eat them. So be sure 
about the fish you are buying. Just 
2–4 plant eating fish can destroy the 
entire plantation you had done. Some 
fish, like the Parrot, will just uproot 
every plant they see. 

Common fish kept in plantation 
aquariums are all types of Tetras, 
Cichlids, Mollies, Guppies and many 
more. Generally, small-mouthed fish 
are kept so they can’t uproot the plant 
– these fish are actually all schooling 

fish, so you will have to add groups of 
10–20 fish of single species.

So these were some easy tips to follow 
and develop your own plantation 
aquarium. Hope you find this article 
helpful and lots of good wishes 
for your first plantation aquarium. 
And remember to be patient while 
developing a plantation aquarium. It 
can be a bit messy at first but once 
the tank is set, it will act as a tiny 
ecosystem. 

HAPPY FISHKEEPING!

aQUa

fish
A plantation aquarium should have 
proper planning while adding fish. 
There should be basic layout of 
species in the tank, like there should 
be some algae eaters, some mid-
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JusT Dogs FounDaTion 
ConTinues wiTH iTs aim To proViDe Care anD 
supporT To sTraY CaTs anD Dogs

There are millions of stray dogs living in India. Most 
of them scavenge for leftover food throughout 
the day and often don’t get any care from people 

around because of the false notions surrounding them. 
Most people are still afraid of approaching them because 
of the fear of diseases and hence, refrain from interacting 
with them as well.

Just Dogs Foundation, registered on 18th December 2019, 
is an initiative by Just Dogs to provide sustenance to stray 
animals all over India. As a brand that deeply cares for all 
animals, their main aim is to efficiently provide overall 
welfare to stray dogs and cats, and they continued to do 
so even during lockdown. They have been successfully 
providing food support to many dogs in Ahmedabad since 
years. And recently, 5000 kg of food was also sponsored 
by Hills Science Diet. Just Dogs Foundation has recently 
joined hands with Zomato Feeding India, Food for Paws 
as well to provide daily sustenance to over 100 000 stray 
dogs and cats all over India.

Over the years, Just Dogs has also been actively taking 
care of abandoned dogs by providing rehabilitation, food 
support, and basic training until they find a permanent 
home. One of their most recent rescues was Chhotu – an 
abandoned 1.5-year-old Labrador – who was abandoned 
by his owner and became a part of Just Dogs Foundation 
family. The Foundation made sure to provide proper 
support and also health treatment to Chhotu and sheltered 
him for almost a year until he found a happy home. The 
Foundation also continues to spread message with the 
help of its team members who also provide food to strays 
in close vicinity to their stores and franchises and also 
encourage their customers to do so.

With a team full of avid animal lovers, to encourage people 
to give strays an equal opportunity, and to provide them 
nutritious food is what Just Dogs Foundation stands for!
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For this month’s edition, Creature Companion interacted with Phelenx Healthcare’s founder 
duo, Darshan & Rucha Govani. Both of them come from a pharmaceutical background and have 
worked in some of the most reputed healthcare companies for developed markets. Bringing in 
their collective experience of over a decade, they formed Phelenx Healthcare LLP, which develops 
and manufactures quality products for healthcare & wellness. Early this year, they entered pet 
care segment by pioneering ‘pet sanitizers’ in India, which eventually gained momentum with 
successful collaborations. We got an opportunity to connect with the founders and dive deeper 
into what this new age enterprise has in store for pet care segment. Here are some excerpts of the 
conversation…

Phelenx Healthcare LLP
Creature Companion in conversation with

iNDUSTRY SPEAk
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abouT your peT care 
porTfolio and fuTure 
ouTlook.

On 26th August 2020, International 
Dog’s Day, to mark it as a milestone, 
we released a curtain-raiser for our 
exclusive product range across pet 
nutrition and grooming consisting of 
some of the ‘first of its kind’ products. 
As part of our future development 
plan, we are working on quite a few 
disruptive and novel concepts. For 
instance, in pet grooming, topical 
probiotics for healthy canine and 
feline skin microbiome is one such 
promising area we are focusing upon. 
We, together with our partners, aspire 
to be a part of maximum pet families 
with our products curated with love 
and passion.

To conclude, elaboraTe a 
biT on hoW phelenx looks 
aT ‘peT care’.

Pet Care is very special and exciting, 
and Phelenx looks at it as an 
opportunity to reciprocate the sheer 
unconditional love that pets bring to 
the families that they become a part 
of. At the heart of everything we do, 
our goal is to put forward our best for 
pets, empathize with pet parents, and 
synergize with pet care partners. We, 
at Phelenx, are driven by a common 
purpose of ‘being together for good 
health’ with integrity, passion, and 
commitment.

please Tell us abouT hoW 
phelenx Was formed.

About 5 years ago, Phelenx was 
formed as ‘Phelenx Animal Health’. 
Back then, it started with aquaculture, 
ruminants, and poultry. With an aim to 
diversify and extend our capabilities, 
we recently co-founded ‘Phelenx 
Healthcare LLP’, where we develop 
and manufacture products across 
animal nutrition, pet grooming, 
human nutrition and cosmetics.

WhaT according To you 
is disTincTive abouT 
phelenx?

Phelenx is a unique venture 
with a partner-led and proactive 
approach. We provide value-driven 
collaborations across contract 
development and manufacturing, 
co-branding, licensing, and brand 
designing. Our partners are 
companies having a shared vision 
and delivering carefully developed, 
quality products for domestic and 
international markets. As we are 
primarily a B2B enterprise, our 
brands are exclusively available only 
on selected online platforms.

hoW do you Think you 
can apply your novel 
approach To The peT care 
secTor?

For this sector, our differentiated ap-
proach is targeted to complement the 

pet care companies in their endeav-
our of introducing the finest products 
for pets. We offer them an end-to-end 
proposition – from ideation to manu-
facturing and branding.

When did phelenx plan 
To enTer The peT care 
segmenT and inTroduce 
peT saniTizers in india?

We had planned to enter pet care 
segment around the end of last year 
with a diverse product portfolio that 
also included the pet sanitizer. Our 
objective was to cater to the unmet 
needs with innovative and value-
added solutions. Unfortunately, 
in early 2020, world witnessed 
unprecedented impact of COVID-19. 
There were increasing incidences of 
people abandoning their pets during 
this time and this triggered us to take 
lead for introducing pet sanitizer in 
India. To spread awareness about 
the evolving situation concerning 
companion animals, we started an 
initiative ‘Corona and Companions’. 
Parallelly, we also prioritized rolling 
out SaniCan, our pet sanitizer on 
online platforms to support pet 
hygiene. Eventually, towards the 
second half of this year, our product 
gained incremental reach as it was 
also launched by our partners in their 
brands.

inTeresTing! Tell us more 
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By Karthik Nair*

We all love clicking pictures of 
our pets, don’t we? Today with 
Instagram and other social 
platforms just a click away, pets are 

a source of content for every pet owner! Whether 
it’s a cute puppy face, or that embarrassed look 
right after they’ve been caught red handed, we all 
love capturing these moments. However, the ones 
that are priceless, the ones you would cherish for 
a lifetime are the more candid ones that bring 
to life the special bond that you share with your 
pet. While you would need a professional pet 
photographer to help you capture these moments, 
here are a few must-have poses that you could 
capture with ease:

1. The classic selfie
This is a pose that needs no explanation. It’s as 
simple as keeping your pet on your lap (if they’re 

Must-Have 
Pictures/
Poses With 
Your Pet

PET PhOTOgRAPhY
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tiny enough) or sitting down beside 
them and whipping out that front 
camera on your smart phone. Dogs 
usually get jittery when you try to 
hold them from behind, so you’re 
going to have to be quick and wait for 
right moment before you hit the click 
button!

2. The paW shoT
This one never gets old. It's a picture 
that could go up on a wall in your 
bedroom, living room or your desk. 
This is where you hold your pet’s paw 
in one hand, quite like you’d hold 
your partner’s hand just before you 
put that ring on their finger! The ideal 
shot here would be from above your 
shoulder, making your hand and the 
paw visible from above. 

pictures here, as your pet is looking 
right at you and you’re able to capture 
their personality really well. 

4. WhaT Was ThaT?
If you have a dog, you know what I’m 
talking about. They all have a certain 
way of reacting to sounds/trigger 
words like ‘Walk’, ‘treat’, ‘Take!’ and so 
on. Have you ever tried a dog whistle? 
If you haven’t, be sure to try it out 
with your camera turned on. You will 
be able to capture those really cute 
head tilts, their ears popping up and 
their eyes lit with curiosity. 

5. The quirky pose
All our pets have a weird, quirky, 
unexplainable side to them. For some 
it’s a peculiar way of lying down, for 
some it’s the common belly rub pose 
lying on the back with all fours up! 
We all have pets with funny sides 
to them, and these always make for 
good photographs. 

6. The porTraiT
This is as basic and classy as it can 
get. The objective of this photograph 
is to highlight your pet’s personality, 
with them being the only thing in 
focus. You could go for a close up, 
just capturing the face, or take a 
step back and capture their entire 
body. Remember, focus is everything. 
Everything around them should be 
out of focus or blurred (bokeh as your 
fancy smartphones would prompt 
you). 

7. The car ride
Who doesn’t love a good old-
fashioned car ride with the windows 
rolled down? This one’s easy! Pop 
your pet in the back seat and let him 
have a ball while you click away! 
You’d end up with some lovely shots, 
ears flapping, tongue out, blurry 

3. The Tricks
This one always works! Your pet 
would drop whatever it is they’re 
doing and give you all their attention 
when they see a treat in your hand. 
This is when you make the most of 
their obedience. Get them to look 
straight into your lens, have them 
perform tricks, or just watch their 
eyes light up with excitement. You’ll 
almost always end up with good 



54 Creature Companion | NOVEMBER 2020 • VOl. XIII • IssuE 10 • NOIda 

backgrounds, and a puppy smiling 
from ear to ear! 

8. geT doWn
This is more of a process than a pose 
where you capture photos from the 
perspective of the pet, or by getting 
down to their level. A classic shot 
here would be to lie down in front of 
them when they’re back from a long 
walk and are sprawled across the 
floor. You’ll get beautiful bottom-top 
images of their face, their eyes rolling 
upward, tongue out on the floor etc. 

9. props galore!
This is where you get creative. You 
could use scarves, shades, hats, 
bowties, the list goes on. Find what 
suits your pet best and click away! 
While shades and T-shirts could be 
difficult to get them into (or out of), 
bowties and bandanas are usually 
easy and make for some great photos. 

10. bursT mode
This one is usually hard to capture, 
but if done right can provide some 
outstanding photos. Here, the goal is 
to capture your pet while in motion, 
usually running to fetch a ball or a 
toy. You’ll inevitably capture tongues 
flying all over the place, ears flapping, 
eyes on the prize, and their body just 
off the ground. 

These are some of the classic poses I 
like to capture in my shoots. However, 
as mentioned earlier, it is more of 
the candid moments between you 
and your pet that are the highlight 
of any photoshoot. Head over to 
my Instagram account to see some 
snippets from my shoots @furry.
moments 

PET PhOTOgRAPhY

* Author is the founder of ‘Furry Moments Pet 
Photography’. His brand got a lot of recognition 
and traction across cities like Pune, Mumbai, 
Bangalore, and Delhi. He’s currently into the startup 
ecosystem as a Venture Capitalist, investing in 
early stage tech ventures. 

You can visit his Instagram handle @furry.moments.
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you KnoW?

doGs

1 Scientists believe that the world’s 
first known dog lived 31,700 years 

ago. This prehistoric dog resembled 
a large Siberian Husky.2 Basenji 
dogs don’t bark, they yodel!

230% of Dalmatians are deaf in one 
ear. 

UFAW states that on average 
around 30% of Dalmatians are 
deaf in one ear and 5% are deaf 
in both. This is due to something 
called the extreme piebald gene 
which is responsible for their 
white coat and blue eyes (in some 
of them). Dalmatians with larger 
dark patches are less likely to be deaf.

DiD 3 The Beatles song ‘A Day in the 
Life’ has a frequency only dogs 

can hear.

In an interview in 2013, Paul 
McCartney said that he added a 
frequency only dogs can hear to the 
end of the Beatles song ‘A Day in 
the Life’. So watch your dog when 
you play the song! How’s that for an 
amazing dog fact?

4 The Ewoks in Star Wars were 
based on a dog.

If you’re a Star Wars fan you’ll love 
this amazing dog fact. The Los 
Angeles Times claims that George 
Lucas modelled the Ewoks after his 
family dog!

5 Dogs are capable of locating the 
source of a sound in 6/100ths of a 

second by using their swiveling ears 
like radar dishes.
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CaTs
1Why do cats leave their mouths 

open after smelling something?

It’s called the flehmen response, 
a.k.a. ‘stinky face’. It’s a cat’s way 
of analyzing an unfamiliar and 
interesting scent. The flehmen 
response allows the scent to travel 
to the vomeronasal organ on the roof 
of its mouth. Also called Jacobson’s 
organ, the vomeronasal organ is 
a region of sensory cells within 
the olfactory system of mammals, 
amphibians, and reptiles.

DiD YOU kNOW?

2 Cats have acute sniffers.

A cat’s sense of smell is 14 times 
– yes, 14 times! – more sensitive and 
stronger than humans. 

3 Cats are sleep masters.

On average, cats spend around 
2/3 of their days sleeping. To give you 
an idea, a nine-year old cat has been 
awake for three years of its life. 

4 Cats can’t taste sweets.

Felines lack a sweet tooth, as it is 
believed that there is a mutation in a 
key taste receptor that prevents cats 
from tasting sugar.

5 While us humans have 206 bones, 
cats on an average have 230-250 

bones.

It depends on how long a cat's tail is 
and how many toes the cat has.

https://orangepet.in/
https://orangepet.in/
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